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January 2, 2007


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 January 2, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, January 2, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.


At this time the Board was reorganized:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley nominated Commissioner Haugland as Chairman of the Board for 2007.  Commissioner Rice seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Permission to leave the State and County was given to all elected officials.


The minutes of the December 18 and 29, 2006 meetings were read and the following motion was made

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the December 18 and 29, 2006                                                                                                                    meeting be approved. The motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for the week of December 24-30, 2006:


December 24-30, 2006


Dillon Area

· Emergency snow plowing was done on the Dillon Airport runway.

· Gravel was mixed and stockpiled at the Rebich Gravel Pit, GP102.

· A culvert on Rebich Lane was extended.

· Bannack Pass (Highway 324), Stoddard Road, Carter Creek Road, Sweetwater Road, Nissen Lane, Ten Mile Road, Carrigan Lane, Buster Brown Road, Flynn Lane and Stone Creek Road were plowed with a grader.

· The paved portions of Polaris Scenic Byway, Blactail Road, Laknar Lane, Selway Drive, Pioneer Road, Webster Lane, Stone Creek Road, Airport Road, White Lane, Carrigan Lane, Lovers Leap Road, Rebich Lane, Old Stage Road, and roads in the Melrose area were plowed with a truck.

· All local area roads and roads in the Melrose area were checked.

·  Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Local area roads, Big Sheep Creek Road, Lima Dam Road, and Sage Creek Road were checked.

· The South Valley Road was plowed.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Bannack Pass (Highway 324), Upper North Fork Road, Else Lane, Miner Lake Road, and Skinner Meadows Road were plowed.

· Trees and brush were hauled from Rebich Lane.

· Local area roads and roads in the Jackson area were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Richard informed the Commissioners that the Airport’s plow truck is down and that Mechanic Larry Skiles will fix it today.


Richard reported that he and Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie would like to contract with someone to do weed control on the County’s gravel pits.  The Commissioners approved this suggestion.  Richard will talk to Rod Dickens and the Maki’s about contracting for this work.


Richard informed the Commissioners that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) does not want to accept the County’s suggested changes to the Scenic Byway easement agreement between the Forest Services and the County.  Richard and Forest Service Engineer Dick Judge will meet regarding this matter.  There was discussion about the changes the County wants made. 


The Commissioners reviewed an agreement between the FHWA and the County whereby the County would accept the ownership of the Scenic Byway but not the erosion control responsibilities of the Byway.  The FHWA is responsible for erosion control monitoring and maintenance until these responsibilities are transferred to the County via reimbursable agreement.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the easement agreement accepting the Scenic Byway be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.












Richard will be hiring Great West Engineering from Helena to prepare the County’s bridge specifications for an amount not to exceed $1,000. The County should receive a draft copy in approximately one and one-half months. At a later date Great West will also prepare the County’s road standards.  Richard left the meeting.


County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting. Marv reported that Judge Tucker denied the summary judgment on the Bump case and that there is one extradition case this week.  


The avalanche casualty in the Centennial was discussed.


Chairman Haugland informed the other Commissioners that since he will be in Helena on January 18 anyway, he would like approval from the Commissioners to submit testimony at the CDBG Funding hearing on the Blacktail Deer Creek Flood Mitigation project. The Commissioners approved this request.

Commissioner Rice submitted documentation on the $1,955 donation by Dave Schuett of time, services, and equipment for the Beaverhead County Fairgrounds in 2006. Commissioner Rice also submitted documentation on the $17,700 donation by Dillon Implement Co., Inc. for the JD 5420 Tractor MFWD, with 3 SCV’s Sync transmission and the JD 542 NSL loader, bucket with grapple to Beaverhead County Fairgrounds in 2006.  For taxes purposes a letter will be written to Dave and Dillon Implement regarding these donations.

At the Commissioners’ request GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh joined the meeting.


There was discussion about the total amount the County owes the Department of State Lands for the purchase of easements. Scott will call Chuck Maddox from State Lands to get this information so that paper work for an Intercap loan can be completed.  


Commissioner Rice brought up for discussion the bridges located on the La Cense Ranch’s private lane and said that the La Cense owners want to assume the ownership and liability of these bridges. The public cannot access the private lane anyway, so there would be no public access loss. Because there would be no lose of public access, the Commissioners will allow the La Cense owners to assume the ownership and liability of these bridges.  


Richard Miller rejoined the meeting to inform the Commissioners that there is grant money available for preliminary bridge engineering reports.  Richard stated that there are three bridges in the Centennial that he feels should be submitted.


At this time the following elected officials and department heads joined the meeting:  Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie, Extension Agent J.P. Tanner, Facilities Administrator Chris Kraft, Clerk and Recorder Debby Scott, Treasurer Kathy Allard, GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh, Fairgrounds Manager Chris Renfree, Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley, Clerk of Court Sheila Brunkhorst, County Attorney Marv McCann, Justice of the Peace Candy Hoerning, Superintendent of Schools Dottie Donovan, Planner Rick Hartz, Sanitarian Larry Laknar, and Public Administrator Paul Pilgrim.  Chairman Haugland welcomed the newly elected officials.


Chairman Haugland informed everyone that the County’s safety program is going to be reactivated and that Jack has been appointed the new safety officer.  Commissioner McGinley explained why the program is being reactivated, said that the Safety Policy has to be updated and that everyone needs to know how to handle accident claims.


Commissioner McGinley said that if anyone has legislative concerns to relay them to him because he will be having a conference call with MACo every Monday at noon.  Incurred costs for County employees testifying on legislative issues cannot exceed $2,250 or the employee has to register as a lobbyist and pay the required fee.


Chairman Haugland asked each elected official or department head to give a three to five minute report on the activities in their office.


Kathy Allard reported that the County is transferring to the new software system and asked for everyone’s patience.  When Kathy is completed with her part, she and Betty will then balance the accounts.   Last year new designer license plates were made available and the County has submitted 3,400 old plates to the Highway Patrol’s Hope Project.  The Treasurer’s office averages 12 new titles per day.  Sometime soon driver license numbers will be needed to renew license plates.  If there are multiple owners of a vehicle, each driver’s license number will have to be provided.  Kathy thanked everyone for informing her when they are expecting money.  If Kathy cannot find the owner of any money she receives, she puts it into a suspense fund until the end of the fiscal year.  If the money is not claimed by then, it will be receipted into the general fund.


Rick reported that the Planning Board reviewed seven minor and one major subdivision whereby creating 44 lots.  In 2005 the Board reviewed the same number of subdivisions creating 28 lots.  The 10-year average is approximately nine submittals per year, averaging 46 lots per year.  Last year a total of 70 Certificates of Surveys were processed.  The five-year average is 50 certificates of surveys per year.   The Planning Department reviewed two Big Hole River Conservation Development permit applications and three Wireless Communication Facility applications.  Two of these applications were for equipment upgrades or replacements and did not require the issuance of a permit.  As a result of Beaverhead County personnel attending the Western Community Stewardship Forum in October 2005, in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, the Planning Board was able to participate in two growth and development studies for Beaverhead County. As a result of Beaverhead County attending the Western Community Stewardship Forum in October 2005, in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, the Planning Board was able to participate in two growth and development studies for Beaverhead County in 2006.


The Sonoran Institute conducted a Build Out Analysis for the county that projects the rate and locations of future home-site development out to 2025 based on existing development trends and existing land use regulations currently in affect.   They were also able to develop an alternative scenario with some hypothetical lot size regulations developed by the Planning Board for comparison purposes. 

Using the information from the 2025 build-out analysis, the Rural Planning Institute from Durango Colorado completed a Fiscal Impact Analysis of the two future growth scenarios for the county.


This analysis compared the cost of providing county services (i.e. law enforcement, fire protection, road and bridge dept, etc.) to scattered rural subdivisions as opposed to more compact development patterns focusing growth in or near existing communities and closer to state and federal highways.


These two studies will be the focus of future community meetings to discuss updating or revising the County Growth Policy.


The Planning Board formally met twelve (12) times in 2006. 


Marv and Sheila left to attend a hearing.


Richard reported that Larry and Frank Mastandrea applied for and received a $435,000 FEMA grant for the Blacktail Deer Creek Flood Mitigation Project.  The County is in the process of hiring an engineering firm for this project.  This project has been expanded because the Blacktail Deer Creek needs to be enlarged from Railroad Street to the end of the project.  The County received a $84,000 grant to replace the 3rd Avenue Street Bridge in Lima.  Eighty percent of the addressing signs have been installed.  There has been some vandalism to the signs and posts.  Scott reported that he has heard a lot of compliments on the signs.  Blue signs designate private roads and green signs designate County or public roads. Richard distributed copies of the MACo JPIA Workers Comp form.  Betty also has the three part forms in her office. Richard reported that last summer the Airport Road was paved. The County received a 95/5 matching grant to fund this project.  The first 1,200 feet of the project was funded 100 percent by the County. 


Jack distributed copies of the Accident forms.  Any accident has to be investigated within five days.  Jack stated that the Safety Program is only as good as the employees allow it to be.  Jack will be sending out a memo in the paychecks to ask what types of safety training, programs, etc. the employees would like.  Most of the training and programs will take place in the winter months.  Jack will investigate all accidents and file the paperwork. Worker Comp forms will also need to be completed.  The Safety Committee will be reorganized and will update the 1989 Safety Policy.


Jack informed everyone that during winter months in the Weed Department all required forms are filed with the State and that this winter the Weed Management Plan will be updated and then reviewed by the County Attorney. Jack handed out the list of 2007 weed days.  Jack has written and submitted two grants to the Noxious Weed Trust Fund and will testify in March.  If funded, the total of the grants will be $84,000.


Scott reported that to comply with 911 every residence in the County has been addressed.  Scott has worked with Qwest, 3 Rivers Telephone and Southern Montana Telephone on addressing.  He has justified with Qwest and 3 Rivers, but Southern Montana has 856 subscribers with no addresses.  Equipment installation and training of dispatchers will be January 23 and 24.  Scott is not sure when E911 will go live.  There is also an E911 legislative bill that would increase the monthly 911 fees by 50 cents.  Twenty-five cents would go to the counties and 25 cents would go to the wireless providers.  The present 911 fees are not covering the bills.

 Scott is in the process of mapping all two-track roads along the Montana-Idaho border the full length of the County for the Weed Free Zone project.  Scott has also been creating various maps for Rick.

Dottie reported that she has been gone three weeks and has a stack of mail and 211 emails.

Betty reported that the W2’s have been distributed and she is working on the annual financial statement.  Betty gave an update on the conversion to the new software system.  The officials will now be able to receive budget worksheets, reports, etc. via email.  If a line item is overdrawn, the system will notify Betty. The full conversion should be January 10.  

Chris Kraft reported that the old server will be maintained so that the old data can be accessed.  On January 5th all the old data will be removed from the old server and loaded on the new system.  Next week there will be computer training for the Treasurers’ office and Appraisers’ office.  It is hoped that the County will go live on the new system by January 11.  The server, which is very noisy, can be relocated in the basement.

Candy reported that this weekend there were a few Fish and Game citations issued.  Candy stated that one of her goals this year was to update the multipurpose room.  Candy and Cindy will both be further trained with the full court computer system.  Candy is going to hire a court compliance officer for her court.  This is a 10-hour per week job and grant monies will be used to pay the salary.  This person would monitor MIP’s DUI’s, community service, etc.  

Paul reported that things were going smoothly so far and thanked Kathy Allard, Sheila, Chris, and Betty for helping him get things set up.  He will be trying to generate approximately $10,000 or more each year from estates.

J.P. reported that he has a new staff member and things are running well.  At the end of January there will be pesticide trainings in Lima and Dillon. J.P. has been asked to speak at the Western Ag Conference on Bio-Security and Ag.  The office is gearing up for this year’s Fair.  J.P has Lark Spur research plots located on Rice property and MSU has released a variety of winter wheat that is used for feed. There have been acres planted within Beaverhead County to see if the wheat will thrive here.

Chris Renfree reported that the Road Crew has completed the sewer line project to the 4-H building.  The Sheriff’s office is taking care of the stall rental.  Chris relies on the Road Department and Solid Waste Department for several different projects.  The County has received the carnival contract with the same carnival as last year.  Usually the carnival only brings $2,500 to the County.  Last year the new carnival brought in $9,000 to the County.  Last spring a contract was written for people that want to use the Fairground facility, and this contract is still a work in process.  The new stalls are paying for themselves.

Larry reported that the amount of septic permits last year increased 20%, that the Septic Regulations are being updated, and that the Wisdom sewer is up and running.  Larry has been working on the Wisdom project for seven years.  Larry reported that Homeland Security monies have all gone to communications, which Bob McWilliams has been working. Approximately $41,000 has been secured for the upgrade of the statewide communications system.  Bob has also been very helpful with this project.  Due to Bob’s work and connections Beaverhead County is at the top of the list and should receive its microwave station starting next summer.

The Commissioners informed everyone that the week of January 15 the Commissioners will not hold a meeting.  Commissioner McGinley will be in Billings at Joint Powers meeting and Chairman Haugland will be in Helena at the Montana Weed Control Association meeting.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz in attendance.

At this time the Commissioners reviewed the resolution establishing a regular meeting date and setting a time schedule for posting public meetings and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the resolution establishing Commissioners’ regular meeting date and setting a time schedule for posting public meetings be adopted.  The motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-01

WHEREAS, Section 7-5-2122 MCA requires that county commissioners establish a regular meeting date and that the public be notified of this date. 

WHEREAS, by resolution county commissioners shall set a time schedule for posting public meetings; and 

WHEREAS, Opinion #13 of the Montana Attorney General states that 48 hours is considered sufficient to notify the public of meetings.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Beaverhead County Board of Commissioners that Mondays will be the Commissioners= regular meeting days.  If Monday is a holiday, the meeting will take place on Tuesday.  Regular meetings will be held in the Commissioners= Room of the Beaverhead County Courthouse unless otherwise posted.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that public meeting notices of the Beaverhead County Board of Commissioners will be posted throughout the County at least 48 hours before each public meeting.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be filed with the Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder, be posted in public places throughout the County,  and be given to the news media.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Beaverhead County Board of Commissioners this 2nd day of January 2007.

                                                                                                               Garth L. Haugland

Chairman

                                                                                  
Michael J. McGinley

Commissioner

                                                                                  

C. Thomas Rice


Commissioner

ATTEST: 

___________________________________________

Debra L. Scott

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder







The Commissioner reviewed the Resolution To Establish a Fire Season and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Resolution to Establish a Fire Season be adopted.  The motion carried unanimously.

Resolution No. 2007B 02
Resolution to Establish Fire Season

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that pursuant to Beaverhead County Ordinance 2004-6, the County Commissioners establish for the 2007 calendar year the following fire season: January 1, 2007 - December 31, 2007.

This season may be adjusted depending upon weather and moisture conditions later in the year.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 2nd day of January 2007.

Beaverhead County Commissioners

                                                             

Garth L. Haugland

Chairman

                                                              
Michael J. McGinley

Commissioner

                                                              

C. Thomas Rice

Commissioner

ATTEST:

                                                                    

Debra L. Scott

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder


At this time the following motion was made regarding a Federal Surplus Property and Supply Resolution, which stipulates the terms and conditions for the Surplus Property program in addition to personnel authorized to purchase surplus property from the State of Montana:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley  seconded that the Federal Surplus Property and Supply Resolution be adopted. The motion carried unanimously.

This resolution is on file in the Clerk and Recorder’s office.












Chairman Haugland stated that a request has been received from Clerk of Court Sheila Brunkhorst to cancel outstanding warrants issued on the Clerk of District Court’s Trust Fund.

MOTION:
  Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the following warrants from the District Court Trust Fund be canceled.


	Date
	Warrant #
	Payee
	   Amount


    
01/27/05
       20217          Rusty Duck


$  54.42

           02/28/05         20275
Rusty Duck


$106.42


03/17/05
       20415         
Rebekah Michelle Smith
$120.00






TOTAL
$280.84  



The Commissioners reviewed and approved the December 17-23 and December 24 – 30, 2006  invoices for a total of $133,204.76.  The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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