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January 3, 2011 Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, January 3, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Reorganization of Board:

Chairman McGinley called for the reorganization of the Board and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman McGinley seconded that Commissioner Haugland be appointed Commission Chairman for 2011.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Haugland called for the vote for Vice-chairman.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that Commissioner Rice be appointed Vice-chairman for 2011. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Minutes:

The minutes of the December 20, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the December 20, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones, Road Employee Luke Fitch, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Reports were submitted:

December 19 – December 25, 2010:

Dillon Area

· Plowed snow and sanded all local paved roads.

· Plowed snow with a grader on the following roads and lanes:  Bond, Dutchman, Carrigan, Albers, Rebich, Bolick, Argenta, Ten Mile, Freeman, Stonehouse, Scenic Byway, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Brenner, Bannack Bench, Bloody Dick, Lemhi, Mansfield, Medicine Lodge, Decker and Bachelor Mountain. 

· Screened and stockpiled gravel at the Apex gravel pit.

· Flood control on the Flynn and Carrigan Lanes.

· Loader equipment training.

· Road checked local area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Lima Area

· Plowed snow on all the following roads and lanes:  Big Sheep Creek, Sage Creek Old Armstead, South Valley, Lima Dam and area roads. 

· Loader equipment training.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Wisdom Area 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Gibbonsville, Skinner Meadows, Miner Lake, Little Lake Creek, Big Swamp Creek, Warm Springs, Big Lake Creek, Twin Lakes, Rock Creek, River, Steel Creek, Lower Mussigbrod, Bender Creek, Upper and Lower North Fork. 

· Moved equipment.

· Loader equipment training

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

December 26, 2010 – January 1, 2011:

Dillon Area

· Plowed snow and sanded all local paved roads.

· Plowed snow with a grader on the following roads and lanes:  Ten Mile, Sweetwater, Nissen, Stevenson, Lovell, Carter Creek, Oliver, Stoddard, Stone Creek, Anderson, Bond, Dutchman, Albers, Smith, East Bench, Trout Creek, White, Carrigan, Flynn, Hogsback, Freeman, Laknar, Rebich, Bolick, Downing, Argenta, Old Stage, Medicine Lodge, Lemhi Pass, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Bannack Bench, Rock Creek, Schoolhouse, Browne’s Bridge, Trapper Creek, Cherry Creek, Big Horn, Blacktail, Scenic Byway and Lovers Leap.

· Hauled snow out of the Courthouse parking lot.

· Flood control on Browne’s Bridge road.

· Hauled sand to the Dillon Shop yard.

· Screened gravel at the Apex gravel pit.

· Road checked local area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Lima Area

· Plowed snow on all the following roads and lanes:  North and South Valley, Lima Dam, Sage Creek, Big Sheep Creek, Old Armstead and the local lanes between Lima and Kidd.

· Cattleguard repair in shop. 

· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Wisdom Area 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Upper and North Fork, Bender Creek, Skinner Meadows, Big Swamp Creek, Little Lake Creek, Miners Lake, Steel Creek, Warm Springs, Gibbonsville and the canister site.

· Moved equipment.

· Loader equipment training

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Scott has not received an estimate for the Wisdom Shop electrical project.  Scott will call Joe Esposito from Dillon Electric about this matter.
BCHS School Bus Supervisor Kirk Bergeson has asked if the County would plow the loop in the Taylor Subdivision off of Highway 41 because the buses use this loop to turn around. The Commissioners approved this request.

There was discussion about having a power pole installed at the Snowline Gravel Pit so that the loader could be plugged in.  Luke will get the exact measurement and Vigilante Electric will be contacted so get a cost estimate for this project.

Scott informed the Commissioners that mechanic Larry Skiles will be retiring in August and also that Larry will be out for approximately six weeks in the next month or so because of a surgery.  There was discussion about hiring a temporary mechanic.  No decisions were made. Scott will let the Commissioners know when Larry will be gone on sick leave.

Scott reported that the groomer for the snowmobile trail in the Elkhorn area is crossing the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway in two places and that he is not sure what is in the agreement regarding this matter.  The Road Department has posted the appropriate signs for the snowmobile trail.

A call was received from Terril Christianson regarding the way that White Lane was plowed.  Scott stated that this problem would be fixed today.

The Road Department’s budget was reviewed.  There is $18,000 left in the grader tire line item.

A Beaverhead Golf Course representative has asked Scott if the County would give them a short used culvert.  The Commissioners approved this request.

Chairman Haugland reported that he received a call that Cosgrove Lane did not get bladed.  The County has bladed this road in the past.  Scott stated blading this road would leave the driveways in bad shape.  Discussion ensued.  Scott will have this Lane bladed today.

Jamie asked if a decision has been made about cell phone reimbursement for Scott.  The County will pay $50 each month towards Scott’s cell phone bill.

Luke reported that the South Valley Road was closed last Thursday. A logging contractor has called him a few times about the closure so Luke asked how long the road should be kept closed. The Commissioners told Luke that the road would stay closed as long as it needs to be closed. There was discussion about a logging project in the Price Creek area.   Commissioner Rice will call BLM Supervisor Tim Bozorth regarding this project.  

Jim reported that only positive feedback has been received about legally establishing Eliason Lane as a County road in its present location.   Jim will start the engineering process for this road.

All of the Museum projects are substantially completed except for the painting and the masonry.  The new heating system is working well.  The County put $20,000 towards these projects so that all of them could be completed.    The Commissioners informed Jim that the auditor suggested transferring money for certain projects into the appropriate accounts as soon as the amount is known.

There was discussion about the new work request forms that the Commissioners will be implementing.  An Elected Officials and Department Heads’ meeting was set for Monday, January 10, 2011 at 10:30 a.m. to inform them of this new form and to give updates on various topics.

Opening and/or Action on Truck Sale Bids:

No bids were received and the truck will not be rebid. Other options were considered, but no decision was made.

Action on Resolution 2011-01 to Set Commission Meeting Dates:

Resolution 2011-01 was reviewed and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Resolution 2011-01 to Set Commission Meeting Dates be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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WHEREAS, Section 7-5-2122 MCA requires that county commissioners
establish a regular meeting date and that the public be notified of this date.

WHEREAS, by resolution county commissioners shall set a time schedule for
posting public meetings; and

WHEREAS, Opinion #13 of the Montana Attorney General states that 48 hours is
considered sufficient to notify the public of meetings.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Beaverhead County Board of
Commissioners that Mondays will be the Commissioners’ regular meeting days. If
Monday is a holiday, the meeting will take place on Tuesday. Regular meetings will be
held in the Commissioners’ Room of the Beaverhead County Courthouse unless
otherwise posted.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that public meeting notices of the Beaverhead
County Board of Commissioners will be posted throughout the County at least 48 hours
before each public meeting.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be filed with the
Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder, be posted in public places throughout the
County, and be given to the news media.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Beaverhead County Board of Commissioners
this 3rd day of January 2010.
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Action on Resolution 2011-02 to Adopt Mileage & Per Diem Rates:

Resolution 2011-02 was reviewed and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Resolution 2011-02 to Adopt Mileage & Per Diem Rates be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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County Attorney Jed Fitch and Deputy County Attorney Evan Moppert joined the meeting.

Action on Resolution 2011-03 to Establish Fire Season:

Resolution 2011-03 was reviewed and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Resolution 2011-03 to Establish Fire Season be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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Appointments to Airport Board: 

There are three positions opened on the Airport Board, with four people applying for these positions.  The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Kyle Harding and Tom Helle be reappointed to the Airport Board with their terms to expire 12/31/13 and that Ron Gutzmer be appointed to the Board with his term to expire 12/31/13.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  County Attorney Jed Fitch asked that the meeting be closed so that a personnel matter could be discussed.  Chairman Haugland closed the meeting at 11:20 a.m.


At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Haugland reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley and Commissioner Rice present.  

Hearing on the Draft Beaverhead County Rural Improvement District Process and Procedures Policy:

Due to a scheduling error the hearing was not held.  The hearing will be held on Monday, January 10, 2011 at 1:30 p.m. and was advertised as such.
Old Business / Other Topics of Discussion:

The Commissioners opened their mail and responded accordingly.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were received.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the December 19 - December 25, 2010 claims for a total of $32,657.11, beginning with check number 178830 and ending with check number 178867.  The December 26, 2010 – January 1, 2011 claims were reviewed and approved for a total of $58,233.38, beginning with check number 178868 and ending with check number 178902. The Invoice Payment Schedules are located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Maren Olsen, Field Representative for Congressman Rehberg:

Maren Olsen met with the Commissioners on October 25, 2010 and due to another scheduling error was mistakenly put on the agenda for this meeting.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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RESOLUTION TO ADOPT MILEAGE AND PER DIEM RATES
It is hereby resolved that effective January 1, 2011 the Beaverhead
County Commissioners adopt the State’s mileage rate, lodging rate, and per
diem rate for business travel.
Adopted this 3rd day of January 2011.
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RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH FIRE SEASON
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that pursuant to Beaverhead County Ordinance
2004-6, the County Commissioners establish for the 2011 calendar year the following
fire season: January 1, 2011 - December 31, 2011.  This season may be adjusted
depending upon weather and moisture conditions later in the year.
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 3rd day of January 2011.
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