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Beaverhead County Commissioners

SUBJECT: Proposed Hillclimb Event

GENERAL: The purpose of this fact sheet is to provide information about the Northwest
Hillclimb Association (NHA) and to propose a racing event in Beaverhead County, Montana.

SUMMARY: The Northwest Association is a member of the Sports Car Club of America.
It is a branch of motorsport in which drivers compete against the clock to see which car can
reach the top of the hill the fastest. Most famous and recognizable of all the U S hillclimbs is
Pikes Peak, Colorado:

¢

One stated goal of the NHA is to provide a sanctioning body to ensure fair
competition through a uniform set of rules; another is to provide insurance to
local chapters at a reasonable rate.

Our cars go through a rigorous safety inspection. New drivers attend a school
and must demonstrate proficiency to be given a NHA license.

Competitors come from all walks of life and cars vary from exotic Ferraris, Ford
Cobras, and specially built road course cars to street Fords, Chevys, and VWs.

While some competitors may arrive in upscale motorhomes and haul their cars in
enclosed trailers, ours is not a moneyed club and we race for trophies and
bragging rights rather than big purses.

Currently the NHA events are located in Oregon and Idaho. Montana’s Black
Otter hillclimb in Billings was one of the premier hills in the United States.
Competitive events were held at Black Otter for over forty years until road bypass
construction closed the hill in 2006. The NHA is currently seeking another
course in Montana.

Besides an exciting weekend, the hillclimb brings as many as 60 cars, drivers,
crews and families. All of these have to stay somewhere, eat somewhere, buy
provisions and many will spend a few days sightseeing in the area. A hillclimb
weekend can bring in between 7,000 and 10,000 dollars to the local economy.

RECOMMENDATION: The NHA proposes and request support for a hillclimb event on
the scenic highway, vicinity of Polaris, MT, 10-12 September 2010.





~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

January 11, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, January 11, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the January 4 and 5, 2010 meetings and the minutes of the January 4, 2010 hearing were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland   moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the January 4 and 5, 2010 meetings and the minutes of the January 4, 2010 hearing be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Projects Update:

Commissioner Haugland submitted a letter from the Department of Administration Information Technology Division regarding the Census boundaries.  This information will be given to Scott Marsh. Commissioner Haugland also submitted a letter from the U.S. Department of Transportation regarding the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway being given a Forest Service Road number.  Chairman McGinley will review this letter.

County Engineer Jim Carpita and Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.

Jim submitted a “Notice To Proceed” for the Carrigan Lane Bridge project.  The Notice was reviewed and signed by Chairman McGinley.  The staking and layout work for this project will start this week.  Starting Monday, January 18, 2010, the road will be closed and the excavation, the removal of the old bridge, and the preparation for the new bridge will be started.  The week of January 25th the new bridge will be set.  The footings of the bridge are coming from Billings and the superstructure is coming from Helena.    Jim has given The Dillon Tribune, the Dillonite Dailey, and KDBM Radio information regarding this project.  Jim has also contacted the BCHS’ bus department, the fire department, and the Sheriff’s office, and informed them of the project’s schedule.  Jim will also contact Vigilante Electric.  Jim told the Commissioners that Road Supervisor Mike Shafer will probably need to be reminded that the crews need to gravel the road ways on this project and the other two bridge projects to make the road ways passable until the County can pave them.  This work and the paving will all go towards the County’s match for these projects.

Jim met with the Monaco’s dba as Grizzly Grounds, LLC last Thursday and Friday and negotiated the following tentative agreement.

1. The County will pay the Grizzly Grounds LLC $9.33 per square foot for land lost, for a total of $8,100.

2. The County will pay $2,950 for a portable shed.

3. The County will pay Grizzly Grounds $4,000 for trees.  The trees will then be the responsibility of Grizzly Grounds, i.e. planting, upkeep, etc.

4. Grizzly Grounds LLC will tear down the three sheds and the County will waive the landfill fees.

The Monaco’s will sign the easement if the Commissioners approve it.  Jim has emailed the agreement to the County Attorney for his review and approval.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the abovementioned proposal be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Jim reported that Cheryl Huntley has signed and returned her agreement for this project.  

Sharon Lawyer briefly joined the meeting to submit her signed W-9 form.  

Jim has spoken to engineers from Great West Engineering and if necessary they will do the inspection of the proposed TSEP bridges if Jim is unavailable.    

Jamie reported that before the County can be reimbursed for the TSEP bridge evaluations, the Preliminary Engineers’ Report has to be completed.  Jim will complete this report. 

Jamie reported that Betty Tinsley, Larry Laknar, and she met regarding the grants for the Blacktail Deer Creek project.  The costs for stream work will be taken from the Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the DNRC grant, which will deplete those grants.  The $435,000 FEMA grant will be used to pay constructions costs.  FEMA’s quarterly report will be submitted to day.

Chairman McGinley and Jim Carpita will attend the MACRS meeting from March 29 through April 1, 2010.  Jamie will make the reservations.

Jamie reported that there is $37,278.12 left in the Lemhi Project fund.  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) agreed that rather than placing dust abatement on this road that this money could be used for maintenance.  The cost of installing culverts and cattleguards on this road has been $4,500.  Jamie will write to the FHWA to ask if the balance of $32,749.82 could be placed into a road maintenance account.

The road crew is hauling Badger Pass gravel to Stonehouse Road and to other roads in the area.

The Road Report for January 3 – 9, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow and sanded with a truck on local roads and on the Scenic Byway.

· Plowed snow with a grader on Lemhi Pass and Bannack Pass (Hwy 324).

· Flood control and ice removal on Schoolhouse and Old Canyon Roads.

· Hauled 860 cubic yards of gravel on Stonehouse Road.

· Moved the grizzly and loader equipment to Bannack Pass.

· Moved a snow plow to Wise River.

· Road checked Elkhorn, Glen, Melrose, Dillon, and Horse Prairie area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Thawed culverts on South Valley Road at Corral Creek, Bean Creek and Mattendale Creek.

· Bladed ice off of the South Valley Road.

· Hauled gravel on Stonehouse Road.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and Centennial Valley area roads.

· Shop cleaning and maintenance.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Miner Lake, Upper North Fork, Little Lake Creek, Bender Creek, Lower Mussigbrod and Skinner Meadows. 

· Road checked Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Commissioner Rice reported that Park County Commissioner Jim Durgan and Madison County Commissioner Dave Schulz and himself would be commenting on the Brucellosis Plan.  Senator Debby Barrett is also working on this matter.

Sheriff’s Office Update:

Sheriff Jay Hansen did not make his appointment.

Mike McCourt:  Energy Performance Contracting:

Mike McCourt called and cancelled his appointment due to illness.

First Reading of Amended Subdivision Regulation Ordinance:

At this time the first reading of the Amended Subdivision Regulation Ordinance was given and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Amended Subdivision Regulations Ordinance be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
Lunch Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 11:40 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Larry Akers:  Northwest Hillclimbing Association Briefing:
Larry Akers President of the Northwest Hillclimb Association (NHA), Bill Cooper from the NHA, and Fire Warden Scott Marsh joined the meeting.  The following information was distributed.
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« Purpose:

—provide information about the
Northwest Hillclimb Association (NHA)

—and propose a racing event in
Beaverhead County, Montana

Northwest Hillclimb
Association Briefing

« NHA is a member of the Sports Car Club
of America (3CCA)

« SCCA sanctions the following forms of
racing

—Autocrosses

—Rally racing

- Road Racing

— Hillclimb

Northwest Hillclimb
Association Briefing

« The Hillclimb is branch of motor sport in
which drivers:

— Compete against the clock

— Compete against each other

— Compete within classes

— Professional

— Amateur (local drivers)

—Most Notable is Pikes Peak, CO
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Summary
« NHA proposes and seeks your support for an
annual hillclimb on the Scenic Highway vicinity
of Polaris, MT

« Target weekend is 10-12 September 2010

+ NHA seeks local club sponsorship (can become
a sub chapter of NHA)

+ Recommend a series of meetings over the next
eight months (a lot of work, preparation lends
itself lo ICS)

Northwest Hillclimb
Association Briefing

« NHA point of contact is:
Larry Akers
48 Hidden Valley
Clancy, MT 59634
406-431-2283

larryakers57@yahoo.com
l!HA website is www.nhahillclimb.org

Northwest Hillclimb
Association Briefing

* Questions





There was discussion as to notifying the non-profit organizations in the County about this proposal. 

Bill informed the Commissioners about the Going to the Sun Rally that takes place every September.  This event would dovetail with the NHS event.

Larry and Bill are looking at the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway as a possible place to hold the race.  The road has to be paved, on a hill, and have curves.  There was discussion about the NHA’s insurance for this event.

The Commissioners will send out invitations to non-profit organizations and others that might be interested in helping with this event.  The tentative dates chosen were January 25, February 15 or 22, 2010.  Larry will let the County know which date is best. At the next meeting someone will address the questions about the NHA’s insurance for this event. 

Old Business

No old business was discussed.

Other Topics of Discussion:
Gary Hablutzel from Innovative Benefit Plans, LLC joined the meeting.  The County’s 3-year contract with MACo will be up at the end of June and Gary was interested in bidding the contract again.  Gary was told that the Insurance Committee would meet in April or May, evaluate the MACo Health Care Trust, and then make a recommendation to the Commissioners.  Gary will be called when the Committee makes its recommendation.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the January 3 – 10, 2010 invoices for a total of $280,800.82. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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« NHA is sanctioning body for Northwest States
~ Fair competition through a uniform set of rules
~ Provides event insurance to local chaplers

« Currently NHA drivers compete on five hills in
Idaho and Oregon.

« Black Otter in Billings was Montana'’s last
hillclimb — closed in 2006

+ NHA is seeking additional hills in Wyoming and
Montana

Northwest Hillclimb
Association Briefing

Cars undergo a rigorous safety and mechanical
inspection

New drivers must attend a competition/safety
school prior to their first event

New drivers must demonstrate proficiency to be
given an NHA competition license

Competitors from all walks of life

Cars range from exotic Ferraris, Porsches and
Cobras, to specially built road course cars to
Fords, Chevys, Hondas and VWs

Northwest Hillclimb
Association Briefing

+ NHA exists on annual dues and event fees

« Drivers race for trophies and bragging rights
rather than big purses

« To be an acceptable hill the road must be:

- Paved

~ One mile or more in length (logistics & manpower)

~ Capable of being shut down (explain run groups)

~ Large open area either at the top or bottom for pits
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