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January 19, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, January 19, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the January 11, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland   moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the January 11, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Projects Update:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, County Engineer Jim Carpita and Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.

The following Road Report for January 10-16, 2010 was distributed:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow and sanded with a truck on the Scenic Byway.

· Ice removal on the Scenic Byway, Old Canyon and Buster Brown Roads.

· Installed delineator signs on the detours at Nissen Lane and Frying Pan Road.

· Hauled 3,450 cubic yards of gravel on Schoolhouse Road.

· Hauled 60 cubic yards of gravel on Ten Mile Road.  Hauling gravel on Ten Mile Road will continue this week.

· Road checked Elkhorn, Glen, Dillon, and Horse Prairie area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the River Road.

· Hauled gravel on Stonehouse Road.

· Flood control on South Valley Road.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and Centennial Valley area roads.

· Shop maintenance and cleaning.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Loaded willows for the State cutting on Little Lake Creek Road and Highway 278 intersection.

· Moved equipment – snow plow to Wise River and excavator to the Big Hole.

· Cleaned ice off of Little Lake Creek Road.

· Road checked Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Mike reported that six inches of gravel has been laid on 7,300 feet of Stonehouse Road for a total of 3,450 yards.  This road will be bladed one more time and then the project will be complete.  The Commissioners have had several complements on this project.

The crew will start graveling Ten Mile Road from the corner of Ten Mile Road and Argenta Road past the Harrington Ranch.  The crew will also be working on Buster Brown Road this week.  Mike suggested that the County meet with Mr. Forester and Mr. Schuett about fixing the headgate that is causing the problems on this Road and that perhaps they could get cost share money from NRCS.  Commissioner Rice will look into this matter.

Mike reported that there was water on the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway by Kipp’s lodge and over Old Canyon Road by the McCracken place.

Luke Fitch will be blading the Old Armstead Road today.  Anderson Lane will be graveled from Highway 91 to the bench.  Mike suggested that gravel be obtained from Smith and Sons and mixed with the road material and placed on Anderson Lane from the bench to Highway 41. Mike reported that before spring run off pipes will be place in Bloody Dick Road.

Commissioner Rice informed Mike that the first of February Judy Brown will be trailing cattle through the Carrigan Lane bridge project.  Jim said that would not be possible, that it would cost the County extra money if this were to happen and suggested that Judy get permission from the adjoining landowners to go around the project. Further discussion ensued.

The magchloriding schedule this year should be the same as last year, but it will not be started until July, except for the Landfill Road and Anderson Lane, which will be magchlorided earlier.

Mike will try to have Badger Pass gravel spread on the Argenta Road this year. Mike will sign another permit with the BLM for the Badger Pass gravel.    This summer the BLM is going to enlarge this pit. The County will reclaim the Northwest side, and then the County will start reclaim the portions of the pit that the County uses.  Badger Pass gravel will also be spread on Frying Pan road.

Jim asked for guidance on TSEP bridge projects.  There was discussion as to whether several small bridge projects should be submitted or one large bridge project.  The Commissioners decided that several small bridge projects should be submitted for the next round of TSEP funding. The was discussion regarding Resource Advisory Council (RAC) funds being used to fund bridge replacements and the possibility of using Title III monies for bridge replacements if they can be tied into fire wise projects. In the last two years, Beaverhead County has contributed over $230,000 to the RAC, but the money cannot be spent because, the appointments to the Committee have been made in Washington D.C.

Mike informed the Commissioners that the County would need to budget about $250,000 for pavement.  

Mike informed the Commissioners that he is working on a summer project list and asked the Commissioners to let him know if they have any projects they want added to the list.

Jim reported that he will be attending the February 3, 2010 TSEP workshop in Bozeman.

Jim, Mike Shafer, Scott Jones, and Bob Ferris will be attending the MACRS Conference in March.

Mike has been documenting the Road Crews’ safety meetings and will send this documentation to Safety Coordinator Jack Eddie.  Mike will start documenting the tailgate meetings.  On February 24, 2010 there will be a Flagger Class put on by LTAP.

Sometime in the near future Mike would like to discuss with the Commissioners the “Schedule A Agreements” with the Forest Service.  Mike stated that he feels that the County does 85 percent of the work and the Forest Services does 15 percent of the work.

Chairman McGinley left the meeting for an appointment in Missoula.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  The work release room has been made into a low security cell. Another TV and another video camera have been added.  This cell will be used for DUI prisoners.

A Sheriff’s car was wrecked from hitting deer and Jay is in the processing getting this car fixed at a cost of $3,100.  Jay is also in the processes of purchasing a new car. 











Jay has received a request from people living on Ten Mile Road suggesting that for safety reasons  “School Bus Stop Ahead” signs be installed on Ten Mile Road between the landfill turn-off and the top of the hill.  The Commissioners agreed with this suggestion and Commissioner Rice will contact Road Supervisor Mike Shafer regarding this matter.

Lunch Recess:
At 11:00 a.m. Commissioner Rice recessed the Commissioners’ meeting for the 911 Committee meeting. At 1:30 p.m. Commissioner Rice reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Old Business

Rich Nyquist joined the meeting. Previous to this meeting the Commissioners asked Rich if he would accept an appointment to the Tax Appeal Board. After 21 years of serving on the Tax Appeal Board, Dave Hagenbarth did no apply for reappointment.   Commissioner Rice informed Rich at this time there are approximately five tax appeal cases.  First these cases are sent to the Department of Revenue (DOR).  If the taxpayer does not agree with the DOR’s decision, he or she can appeal it to the County’s Tax Appeal Board.   Rich stated that he would accept an appointment to this Board.  This item will be put on next week’s agenda.  Rich was given Dave Hagenbarth’s files. 

News Media:

Commissioner Rice   went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the January 10- 16, 2010 invoices for a total of $34,813.18. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

Commissioner Rice had to leave the meeting, so the he adjourned the meeting at 4:00 p.m.
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