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COUNCIL PRESE

Mayor Marty Malesich, Richard Achter, David Spehar.
Randy Gustiue, Al Lawson

STAFF PRESENT: 1.5, Turner; Director of Operations, Amber Gillia; Mayor's
Secretary, John Gutcheck: Judge,

Director of perations J.5. Turmer opened the joint public hearing of Southwest
Montana Veterans Home Proposal at 6:35 P.M. Mr. Tumer then tumed the meeting over
to Tom Straugh to explain the proposal. Mr. Straugh said there are six counties that are
cligible for the Southwest Montana Veteran’s Home through House Bill 217 that was
passed by the legislature that allows the construction of a Veterans Home in Southwest
Montana. The six countics are Beaverhead, Powell, Jefferson, Deer Lodge, Butte-Silver
Bow, and Madison. Economically this Veterans Home will cause a boom wherever it
‘goes. Mr. Straugh went on 10 say the meetings to pick a site will begin the 2nd, 3rd, and
“th of March; they will continue the 9th, 10th, and 11th of March. These are meetings for
the communities to maks a preentation for their proposal. The uunittce will be in
Dillon on March 10th. The six members of the site selection committee are going to vote
on the best community for the Veterans Home. The commitice’s vot is the final say. Pat
Blade asked “was the legislation that started this rolling unfunded?” Mr. Straugh
answered yes; there will need to be legislation through the Montana legislature that will
provide 33% of the funling und legislation through the federal government for the other
65%. Skip ByBee asked if the vote by the committee needs to be majority, o
unanimous. Mr. Straugh answered that was not addressed, but I believe that it wil be a.
majority vote. Mr. Straugh then said that the Baby Boom bulge is beginning to hit 65
therefore there will be a demand for this Veterans Home. Lynn Westad said that she
heard that Montana has the most Veterans per capita of any state. Mr. Straugh stated that
Alaska has the most and Montana is the second.

Mr. Turmer then asked for any comments on the Veteran’s Home. He instructed
the audience to come up to the table and state your name and make your comment.

‘Thomas W. Straugh Captain United States Navy Retired stated 1 am a Veteran, [
lived in this community for twenty-two years and then came back and have been here
another five and a half years. 1 looked at the facilities and amenities of Dillon and
rankly this is the place for the Veterans home. It would be an honor to have it in our
community

1P Plutt from Dillon stated I fully support bringing the Southwest Montana
Veterans Home to Dillon.

JoAnn Juliano from Dillon stated I have the privilege to be part of the litle work
bee committee that is trying to get this proposal together. I hope that you all realize how





[image: image2.png]important thisis for the Veterans o be able to come to an area like this and call this
home. This is not Butte. We have beautiful views, great weather and a fot of things for
these fellows to do. This is the place people want to retie to. This s the place to build the
Veterans Home. I hope that all o you are in concert with this because if you are not I feel
sorry for you because thisis the piace for the Veterans Home o be.

Pat Blade from Dillon said | am a retired business owner from Dillon. T am
married t0 a 100% disabled retired Veteran. I am the president of the non-profit Blacktail
Meadows Corporation and we are very pleased to do anything we can to forward the
progess to achieve the Veterans Home in Dillon.

Ron Lake from Dillon said | am president of Southwest Veterans Memorial,
think that this is 2 good place to have the Veterans Home, we have almost the nicest
‘Veterans Memorial here in Dillon and I think that makes it a great place to have the
Veterans Home.

Harry ByBse said | am Harry ByBec morc commonly know as Skip ByBee; Tam
a retired sergeant firs class twenty Six years in the service. [ have been a resident of
Dillon for eleven years. Prior to that from 1967 until then I came here on leave o v
my parents. I belicve that Dillon certainly has all of the amenities and recreation that
match any of our competitors. This is in my opinion without a doubt the best place for
this establishment o go

G. Dick Stephen-Hassard said I echo what Mr. ByBee just said. I have beena
resident of Dillon for the last 14 years. I am a 100% disabled Veteran, From a Veterans
perspective I can’t think of a better place to live. When my wife and I came here we felt
included in this community from day one. Other than that we came here from Havwai and
that certifies us as lunatics. This place is very accommodating to Veterans. We are close
enough to the VA. There is great weather, you could have a raging snow storm in the
‘mountains and still be able to get a plane or helicopter in or out.

Michele Stephen-Hassard said | am married to a 100% disabled Veteran. I am
‘going to read from a letter that T wrote in support of the Veterans Home. She began,
Dillon makes newcomers welcome in a warm, caring community. The climate is
especally benign. The community already supports the Veterans. The American Legion
Post 20 i already active in Dillon and they provide free hospital equipment. Medical
services here are all encompassing. If they don’t have a service, specialists come here,
‘and very few referrals are needed to go elsewhere. Professional services in this town are
excellent. There are many service organizations such as meals on wheels and
transportation to appointments. Dillon takes care of its own whether it is newcomers or
long time residents with spaghetti feeds and other medical benefits. Dillon is a friendly
relaxed town whose residents carc about their town and each other. Beaverhead County
Museun and the Head Hunters Genealogical Society provide an opportunity for the
Veterans to feel productive and of worth by helping preserve our history. The County
Fair and Labor Day Rodeo serve to highlight and reconneet us with our agricultura roots.
Cultural activities such as the plays, dinners, and Shakespeare in the park provide
entertainment year round. Shopping is not a burden here, shop keepers are willing to
special order the things that you need. The travel and accommodations for the Veterans
and their families are casy and efficient. My Family and I fully support having the
Veterans Home here in Dillon.
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[image: image1.png]Al Lawson said I am a twenty year retired Petty Officer First Class. I love this
fown, it makes you comfortable. We also have the support from the Bitterroot Valley and
the Madison. We also have an outstanding Hospice program,  just lost my sister and the
Hospice was just wonderful to us.

Director of Operations J.S. Turner asked once more for any other comments or
questions. There were none and the meeting adjourned at 6:55 P.M.
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