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January 22, 2007


January 22, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on January 22, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Lee Diedrich.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the January 8, 2007 meeting were read. Commissioner McGinley made the following correction: “House Bill should read Senate Bill 78” and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the January 8, 2007 meeting be approved as corrected.  The motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:
Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for January 14 – 20, 2007:

DILLON AREA


Plowed snow with a grader on the following roads and lanes:  Medicine Lodge, Bannack Pass, Old Stage, Carrigan and Sweetwater.


Plowed snow with a truck on the Pioneer Scenic Byway at Polaris. 


Checked local area roads, Horse Prairie and Elkhorn.


Trimmed trees on Ten Mile Road, Schuler Lane, and finished up on Rebich Lane.


Picked up repaired truck from Missoula.


Serviced and repaired equipment.

LIMA AREA


Checked local area roads and Sage Creek, South Valley, Big Sheep Creek and Lima Dam roads.


Plowed snow on the following roads:  Lima Dam, South Valley, and Little Sheep Creek.


Serviced and repaired equipment.

WISDOM AREA 


Plowed snow on the following roads:  Skinner Meadows, Miner Lake, Big Lake Creek, Big Swamp Creek, Little Lake Creek, Twin Lakes, Upper and Lower North Fork, Gibbonsville, Else and the Town of Wisdom.


Checked local area roads and roads in the Jackson area.


Serviced and repaired equipment.  

Richard stated that he is going to Helena this week to testify on HB253 that will repeal 7-14-2205 of the M.C.A. and that he and Grant Writer Frank Mastandrea are going to Helena to testify on the future Fisheries Grant. 


Richard stated he met with the Forest Service: Donna Sheehy, Regional Sign Coordinator; John Favro, Regional Trail Coordinator; Dick Judge, D-D Forest Engineer; Kathy Smith, B-D Sign Coordinator; Gordon Ash, Dillon District Recreation; John Ericson, Wise River District Recreation; Parry Johnston, Wisdom District Recreation; and Don Hand, Sno-riders Club, Marv Johnson, Jackpine Savages Snowmobile Club, and Al Trafelet, Dillon Sno-riders Club on Saturday, January 13, 2007, concerning the signage of the snowmobile trail in the Elkhorn area.   Richard stated that the County should have an MOU with the Forest Service for the trail from the Hot Springs to Pattengale Creek and any trail that is on the Forest Service. Trail language could be put into the MOU we already have with the Forest Service and  off trial directional signs should be put in place and also be stated in the MOU.  Richard stated that this would help with the Forest Service’s management of this trail.  Richard also stated that there should be an agreement with the snow-riders and the Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks for anything off the forest since they are using the county right-of-way.  The ordinance to close the remainder of the byway will need to be updated.  Right now the ordinance only covers Price Creek to Pattengale.   These measures will help with the county’s liability for these recreational uses and the MOU will spell out who is responsible.


Richard reported that Engineer Dave Elias, is still working on the Sweetwater Road project and said that he will have a report on the project in about 2 weeks.


Richard reported that he will have a grant written for TESP money available for the Blacktail Creek Project and that he has the match money in his bridge budget.   


Richard said he had six (6) consulting firms respond to the RFP for engineering services on the Blacktail Bridge Project and that the committee will get together to score the applications.


There was discussion on the Jackson shop property owned by Nate Finch. A decision was made to send him a letter of offer for $6,000 plus closing fee, fencing, etc.  Richard left the meeting.

County Attorney’s Office Update:


County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting and gave and update on the County Attorney’s office.   Garth gave Kurt a request from BLM for the county to sign off on indemnification on the land at the old rifle range.  Kurt will visit with the BLM to see why this document is needed.  Kurt reported Trapper Creek Road project and suggested to Mr. Seller that his attorney  speak with Road Manager Richard Miller for the particular road issues.  Kurt said that it is an ongoing project.  Marv stated that a letter was received from JP Plutt concerning Arrigoni Road and is still an ongoing project.  Kurt stated that he is still working with John Whittingham on the Bicentennial Native Plant Park project.  Marv and Kurt left the meeting.

Sheriff’s Office Update:


There was no update from the Sheriff’s office. 

E911 Committee Update:


Those in attendance for the E911 Committee Update were: Sheriff Jay Hansen, 911 Coordinator Scott Marsh, County Sanitarian Larry Laknar, George Bradley, and Swede Troedsson. 


Scott Marsh gave an overview of the history of the committee.  Scott stated that the committee meets once a month and oversees the 911 operations of the county.   Swede Troedsson was appointed by the City of Dillon to serve on this committee and with 2 other vacancies on the committee Scott Marsh recommended that the commission appoint George Bradley as EMS representative and Bev McDougal as Fire representative.  After some discussion the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that George Bradley (EMS) and Bev McDougal (Fire) be appointed to the E911 Committee. The motion carried unanimously.


The next meeting of the E911 Committee will be on Tuesday, February

20, 2007, at 11:00 a.m., and future meetings will be held every third Monday of the month at 11:00 a.m. in the commission room.  Jay Hansen will give an agenda, which will include the election of officers and review of the preliminary bylaws, to the commission secretary.

Removal of Agricultural Exemption Request:


Property owner Russ Kipp and County Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Russ presented a request for the removal of the Agricultural Exemption from a parcel of land (described on COS # 1126 AE) and owned by DL Ranch that sits adjacent to property owned by him.  Russ stated that a boundary adjustment involving this property addresses access/easement (each owner now has to cross the others property to access his own) and puts the corrals owned by Kipp on the DL Ranch’s property.  A survey describing the portions of land  this request is asking for the removal of the agricultural exemption to be removed will be known as P and T of the Kipp Boundary Adjustment.  After some discussion the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded to approve the request and remove the agricultural exemption for the property described as Parcels T and P on the preliminary plat of the Kipp/Tash Boundary Adjustment Certificate of Survey. The motion carried unanimously.

Russ Kipp left the meeting.

Amendment of Covenants of Clark’s Lookout Subdivision:


Attorney W. G. Gilbert, III joined the meeting to request that the commission adopt the resolution to amend the covenants of the Clark’s Lookout Subdivision.  Mr. Gilbert stated that the owners of over 80% of the lots signed the consent to amend the covenants.  After some discussion the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded to approve the request and adopt the resolution to amend the covenants of the Clark’s Lookout Subdivision.   The motion carried unanimously.

The Resolution number for this amendment is 2007-04.  Mr. Gilbert left the meeting.

Rick updated the board on the meeting that the Big Hole River Conservation Development Standards Review Board had last Friday on the permit request by Ed Scott. Rick stated that there are three (3) permits needing to be issued before construction can begin on this property (Septic Permit, Floodplain Permit, and the Development Permit).  Rick will keep the board updated as this process progresses. 


Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:00 p.m. with all Commissioners and Secretary Lee Diedrich in attendance.


JPIA Marketing Director - Greg Johnson


Greg Jackson JPIA Marketing Director and Insurance Agent Tom Bramlette met with the Commission to review the County’s Comprehensive Insurance Policy.  There was a question concerning malpractice insurance for the medical employees nursing staff starting July 1, 2007, when the county will be responsible for Family Planning.  Greg stated that there is some coverage now, but when the nurses become county employees, agent Tom Bramlette should submit the information to him. Greg also stated that he will need the total budgeted expenditures.  Greg stated that there will also be rate increases in April for some class codes and these increases could be seen for the next three (3) years. 

Blacktail Meadows Inc. Retirement Facility: 


The following people joined the meeting:  Dillon City Councilman, Al Lawson, State Bank Representative Gary Love, Gary Lorenzen, Tom Welch, Greg Hilton, Mayor Marty Malesich, Stockman Bank Representative Graig Rehm, President of Blacktail Meadows Inc. Greg Hilton, Helen Hilton, Lois Pence, Elaine Siedensticker, Pat Blade Dan Pence, Ann Swanson, Bill Swanson, Ray Tyvand, Bill O’Connor, Marion Zink, City Representative Tye Cobb, The reason for this meeting was to ask the Commission for advise and help with getting their retirement facility project off the ground.  Greg gave a brief background of how this organization and project got started.  Greg stated that this project has three (3) phases: the first phase is retirement units, the second phase is assisted living, and the third phase is more retirement units. Greg stated that a feasibility study has been done and that an architect has done drawings of the three phases.  To get the first phase into operation about 5 million dollars will be needed.   Board member Gary Lorenzen stated that this project will benefit the community by freeing up real estate, creating jobs, bringing families closer together, and that the food service could be used by entities throughout the community.   The commission was asked about tax free bonds, grants, or any other financing resources the commission would have for obtaining the funds to start this project.  Commissioner McGinley stated that the first place to start would be with Judy Tilman of Headwaters RC&D.  Commissioner McGinley will contact Judy Tilman on behalf of Blacktail Meadow Inc. and have her contact Greg Hilton.

Whitney Minor Subdivision:


Ken Whitney and real estate agent Don Hand joined the meeting along with Planner Rick Hartz for the Preliminary Plat Review and action of the Whitney Minor Subdivision.  The commission stated that they have received and reviewed the Staff Report and Planning Board recommendations concerning this minor subdivision.    Mr. Whitney stated that the gate issue with Mr. Hildreth will be solved when this subdivision is completed. Commission McGinley stated that the gate should be removed and asked if the new owners were aware of this.  Mr. Whitney said he would remove the gate and that the new owners will abide by the covenants of the Timber Butte Estates Subdivision Homeowners Association. After discussion the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded to approve the preliminary plat of the Whitney Minor Subdivision as submitted and recommended by the Planning Board. The motion carried unanimously.

Ken Whitney and Don Hand left the meeting.

County Planner Rick Hartz stated that he received a request from Greg Kundray, Project Manger of the Montana National Heritage Program, for financial, in-kind, or letters of support for a wetlands mapping proposal in southwestern Montana.  After reviewing the request the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that a letter be written stating that the Beaverhead County Commission is not interested in participating in any way in this proposed wetlands mapping project proposal at this time. The motion carried unanimously.

Treasurer Kathy Allard Merlin Training:


This agenda item was canceled by Treasurer Kathy Allard. 


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the January 14 –20, 2007        invoices for a total of $69,207.57.  The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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