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January 26, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, January 26, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Road Department Update:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer and Road employee Scott Jones joined the meeting.  The Road Department Report for January 18-24 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow with a truck on the Elkhorn Scenic Byway and Bannack Bench Road.

· Reclamation of Gravel Pit 125 (Barretts/Gilman Construction).

· Hauled gravel on Bannack Bench Road.

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper and Glen area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Hauled gravel on Bannack bench road.

· Moved equipment to Grant.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and valley area roads.

· Shop cleaning and maintenance.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Welding and fabrication of the bucket on the backhoe.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom Roads.

· Shop maintenance.

· Equipment service and repair.  

An invoice from Devers Excavation and Aquatics, LLC for the Anderson Lane Ditch project was reviewed and discussed.  The Commissioners and Mike feel that the costs for the labor and track hoe are not accurate.  Chairman Rice will call Devers Excavation.

The Road Department was fined $100 by the Department of Labor for not filing the closure documentation for the gravel pit in the Blacktail that was closed 2 ½ years ago.

There was discussion about auctioning the screening plant and about portable plants that can be transported by a dump truck.  

LTAP has received funding for training.  It is hoped that several counties would participate in training at one time.  On May 2, 2009, LTAP is holding a grader school.  All of Beaverhead County crews are already certified, so Mike is going to suggest a different type of training.

The purchasing of the pup trailers was discussed.  Scott is going to Billings and while he is there he will inspect the trailers.

There was discussion regarding the purchase of two 30-ton tilt trailers.  Chairman Rice will contact Ray Stocks from the Department of Transportation about the County participating in the State’s bid for trailers.

Mike asked the Commissioners to submit the Anderson Lane Canal Bridge, two bridges on Old Stage Road, and the Birch Creek Bridge for the next TSEP cycle. 

Minutes:

The minutes of the January 20, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the January 20, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
The Sheriff was unable to make his appointment.

Resource Use Plan Update and Action on Funding Request from Resource Use Committee:

Resource Use Committee members Bill Allen and Craig Taylor, Dillon City Operations Manager J.S. Turner, and County Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  

The City of Dillon will donate $2,000 for updating the Resource Use Plan if J.S. Turner can attend all the Committee meetings, and the Development Corporation will donate $1,000 for the update.  The Development Corporation is a nonprofit 5013-C corporation and would be able to accept money from the private sector.

Land Use Consultant Dave Alison from Utah will get his recommendations to the Committee quickly and then the Committee will have to back up the statements with facts and figures.    Updating the plan will be an ongoing process.  A draft of the document should be ready in May.  

The Committee feels that $5,000 is needed to start the work with Dave Alison, but it will probably take a total of  $7,000 to $9,000 to complete the project. 

Melissa Efta has contacted the County about biding on the update.  There was discussion about advertising for Request for Proposals. Bill will call Melissa to find out if she has expertise in land use planning and writing resource use plans or if she is just interested in typing the Plan and would like to volunteer her time.  

Mel Rice has volunteered to do the typing of the Plan.  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that at this time the County would commit $2,000 toward the update process and in April or May possibly consider committing more money toward the project.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

There was lengthy discussion about the accounting procedure.  The County’s $2,000 will be taken out of its Economic Development line item.  It was decided that the Development Corporation would be the fiscal agent for the money.  The City and the County will submit the money to Corporation. The Resource Committee will meet once a month with the Commissioners and submit a fiscal report.  

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  Jed stated that he needed to talk with the Commissioners about potential litigation and asked this discussion be off the record.

After the potential litigation was discussed, Jed asked that the meeting be on the record.

There was discussion about Patty Lovaas’ purported tax protests and the fact that she was notified that the protests were not valid.  She did not protest the class of property, valuation of property, or the increase of taxes.  She complained about all the taxes and the solid waste fees.  Mrs. Lovaas then filed an ethics complaint with Jed against County Treasurer Kathy Allard.  Jed has dismissed this complaint.  Mrs. Lovaas then filed an ethics complaint against Jed with the Commissioners of Political Practices.  Jed suggested that this information be given to the County’s insurance carrier because Patty can file a suit in District Court.

Jed has a jury trial next week so he will not meet with the Commissioners on Monday.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:00 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

JPIA/JPA Trust Administrator Greg Jackson – Overview of JPIA/JPA 2009-10 Renewal:

Greg Jackson and Insurance Agent Tom Bramlette joined the meeting. Greg distributed copies of the agenda, balance sheets, profit and loss sheets, and related charts and graphs.

Greg reviewed and discussed the following with the Commissioners:

JPIA Property & Liability Trust: (MACo/JPIA)

1. JPIA Actuarial and Financial Statement 2007-08

2. 2009-10 Renewal Indications

a. Liability

b. Property Reinsurance

3. Proposed Liability manuscript Language changes

4. Loss/Control and Training Plans

JPA Workers’ Compensation Trust:: (MACo/JPA)

1. Reserve Analysis 2007-08

2. 2006-07 Audit Results

3. On Track Safety Program

There was discussion about buildings that the County insures but does not own, user agreements, and certificates of insurance.

Old Business

Larry Laknar joined the meeting.  The County has received a contract from Peccia and Associates for Phase 2 of the Blacktail Deer Creek Flood Mitigation Project.  To save the County some money the County will research the easements and the easement documents.    The total cost of Phase 2 is $86,345.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the contract be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Chairman Rice signed the contract.  The surveying for the project will start Wednesday.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the January 18-24, 2009 invoices for a total of $53,493.35. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:
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