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January 31, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, January 31, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Commissioner Mike McGinley was out of state.

Minutes:

The minutes of the January 24, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland   seconded that the minutes of the January 24, 2011 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Employee Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie   Flynn, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for January 23-29, 2011 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow with a grader on the following roads and lanes:  Elkhorn Scenic Byway

· Installed the temporary bridge and detour on the Birch Creek Project.  Project #1006-11.  

· Attended a Safety Meeting at the Dillon Shop.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked local area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on all the following roads and lanes:  South Valley to Corral Creek and snow ridges, Big Sheep Creek, Lima to Dell lanes.

· Installed the temporary bridge and detour on the Birch Creek Project.  Project #1006-11.  

· Attended a Safety Meeting at the Dillon Shop.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Upper North Fork, Gibbonsville, Bender Creek, Mussigbrod, Skinner Meadows, Miner Lake, Wise River, Rock Creek, Steel Creek, Twin Lakes, River and canister site.

· Attended a Safety Meeting at the Dillon Shop.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

There was discussion about Gaston Engineering and Surveying’s Preliminary Engineering proposal for the Laknar Lane project.  This proposal includes two days of core drilling 10 to 15 holes on Laknar Lane, Webster Lane and Schuler Lane for a total cost of $8,125.

Scott reported that the guardrail and signing for the Birch Creek Detour Bridge should be completed today.  The old part of the road will be closed today or tomorrow.  There was discussion regarding the timeframe of removing the bridge.  Jim will contact Roscoe Steel regarding the delivery of the abutments.  Jim wants to make sure the ground is not open for more than a week before the new abutments are placed. The deck of the old bridge will be removed in approximately a week.

Scott is still working on the Snowline Gravel Pit project.  

Scott informed the Commissioners that DES Coordinator Larry Laknar is checking to see if there is any emergency money that can be used for cleaning Blacktail Creek by the Forrester place.

Scott reported, that as instructed by the Commissioners in the later part of last week, the homeowners in various Polaris area subdivisions were contacted and told that they would need to hire a private contractor to plow the subdivision roads.  The homeowners seemed to have no problem hiring a private contractor.

Commissioner Rice attended a Jackson Sewer and Water Board meeting last week. Commissioner Rice told Scott that the Board might need to borrow the County’s steamer.  Commissioner Rice gave the Board permission to do so, but the Board was told that County personnel would transport and operate the steamer.

Last week road employee Luke Fitch checked the South Valley Road and reported that the contractors were doing a good job.  This road is open to Corral Creek.

Chairman Haugland reported that this weekend he received no complaints on any roads. 

Commissioner Rice asked if Medicine Lodge Road from the Rife place up was passable?  Scott said from the Rife place to the Hildreth place was open.  Scott will have the condition of this road checked each week.

Commissioner Rice mentioned that there are 129 bridges in Beaverhead County.  The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) inspects seventy-two of these bridges, but 57 of them are not inspected by MDT.  Some of the 57 bridges are over 20 feet long, which at one time all bridges over 20 feet were suppose to be inspected by MDT. Discussion ensued.  Commissioner Rice will be testifying at the Legislative TSEP hearing tomorrow on the County’s TSEP proposal for the replacement of three bridges.  One bridge is located on the Bannack Bench Road upstream from Bannack, one is located on Steele Creek Road east of Wisdom, and one is located on Anderson Lane over the Westside Canal.  At this time the County’s projects are ranked at number 10.  Commissioner Rice briefly explained that if passed House Bill 11 would allow all of the TSEP funding to be moved to the state’s General Fund.  If House Bill 351 were passed there would be 13.5 million dollars for TSEP projects. TSEP monies are the interest from the Coal Tax Fund. Further discussion ensued.

Jim thanked the Commissioners for the opportunity to attend the Floodplain class in Maryland.  The class encompassed the management of floodplain development through the national flood insurance program.  It was an intense weeklong course.  Among other things Jim learned about letters of map amendments and revisions.

Jim did receive a phone message from the BLM regarding the logging project it has in the Ruby Divide Road area.  Jim will call the BLM today.

The Laknar Lane Preliminary Engineer proposal was further discussed.  The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that Gaston Engineering and Surveying’s Preliminary Engineering proposal for the Laknar Lane project approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business:

The Commissioners opened their mail and responded accordingly.

Lunch Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Rice present.  

Legislative Update:

No Legislative update was given.

Other Topic of Discussion:

Other topics were not discussed.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the January 23-29, 2011 invoices for a total of $57,441.73, beginning with check #79088 and ending with check #179142. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

No public comments were received. 

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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