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February 4, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on February 4, 2008, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  


Permission to leave the State was given to all elected officials.
The minutes of the January 22 and 28, 2008 meetings were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the January 22 and 28, 2008 meetings be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for January 28 – February 2, 2008


January 20 – January 26, 2008


Dillon Area

· Bannack Pass, Elkhorn Road, Blacktail Road, Carrigan Lane, Clarks Lookout, Laknar Lane, Sweetwater Road, Old Stage Road, Schuler Lane, Airport Road, Rebich Lane, Webster Lane, Lovers Leap Road, the Elkhorn side of the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway and all other local paved roads were plowed and sanded with a truck.

· Trapper Creek Road, Big Horn Road, Cherry Creek Road, Rebich Lane, Old Stage Road, Eliason Lane, Flynn Lane, White Lane, Smith Road, Bannack Pass, Lemhi Pass, Bloody Dick Road, Bannack Bench Road, Trout Creek Road, Bond Lane, Albers Lane, Anderson Lane, Sweetwater Road, Carter Creek Road, Nissen Lane, Stone Creek Road, East Bench Road, Schoolhouse Road, Apex Road, Hogsback Road, Burma Road, and Birch Creek Road were plowed with a grader.

· “Bump” signs were installed on Blacktail Road at mile marker 16.5.

· Dillon, Elkhorn, Glen, and Horse Prairie area roads were checked.
Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· The South Valley Road, Big Sheep Creek Road, Sage Creek Road, River Road, and local area roads around Lima and Dell were plowed.

· Sage Creek Road and Lima area roads were bladed.

· South Valley Road, and Lima and Dell area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Upper and Lower North Fork Road, Skinner Meadows Road, Steel Creek Road, and Miner Lake Road were plowed.

· Wise River and Wisdom area roads were checked.

· A cattleguard wing was repaired.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

January 27 – February 2, 2008


Dillon Area

· All local roads and Elkhorn and Bannack Roads were plowed and sanded.

· Flynn Lane, Nissen Lane, Carter Creek Road, Sweetwater Road, Stone Creek Road, Rebich Lane, Highway 324, Lemhi Road, Bloody Dick Road, Mansfield Lane, Bannack Bench Road, and Brenner Lane were plowed with a grader.

· Snow ridges on Stone Creek Road and Nissen Lane were plowed.

· Sign stands were built for “Road Closed” signs at Price Creek and Blacktail Road.

· Gravel at the Old Landfill Gravel Pit GP101 was screened.

· The backhoe was moved to Wisdom and culverts were picked up for Dillon.

· Dillon, Glen, and Horse Prairie area roads were checked.

·  Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· The South Valley Road, Big Sheep Creek Road, Sage Creek Road, and local area roads around Lima and Dell were plowed.

· Snow ridges were plowed in the Lima and Dell areas.

· Lima and Dell area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Upper and Lower North Fork Road, Skinner Meadows Road, Twin Lakes Road, River Road, Rock Creek Road, Bender Road, Little Lake Road, Big Swamp Creek Road, Gibbonsville Road, and Big Lake Creek Road were plowed.

· Snow was plowed off the streets in Wisdom.

· The Jackson County yard was cleaned.

· Wise River and Wisdom area roads were checked.

·  Equipment was serviced and repaired.
The Commissioners reviewed a draft Resolution giving the Forest Service authority to control and manage winter use on the Scenic Byway.  The Forest Service made a few minor changes to this Resolution.  The Resolution will be on the next agenda.

Richard informed the Commissioners that he working on the CTEP Application for the Laknar Lane Pedestrian Path.  On the application he will list Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley as Administrator and himself as project manager.  Later in the meeting Richard informed the Commissioners that after talking to CTEP personnel it would be better to list himself as both manager and administrator.

The Commissioners reviewed a Resolution to Adopt Bridge Standards and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Resolution to Adopt Bridge Standards be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


[image: image1.wmf]

Richard will have Great West Engineering start working on the County’s Road Standards.


Chairman Rice informed Richard that he received calls from a citizen in the Fox Run Subdivision regarding water pooling at the intersection of Fox Run Road and Sweetwater Road.  Options on how to solve this problem were discussed.


The Commissioners were reminded about the scoping meeting for the Blacktail Deer Creek Water Mitigation Project on February 27, 2008 at 7 p.m. in the Commissioners’ room.


The South Valley Road will be closed until sometime in March.  The Red Rock Refuge’s truck and Bob Holt’s trailer are stuck on this Road.  The County will retrieve the truck and trailer.
  Richard left the meeting.


The Short-term Investment Pool (STIP) was discussed.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that a letter be written to Treasurer Kathy Allard recommending to her that she transfer the County’s investments from Wells Fargo to STIP.











A copy of the State statute regarding STIP will be attached to this letter.


County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.  The Commissioners reviewed a draft letter that Marv wrote to Ed Scott’s attorney.  The Commissioners approved this letter. 


Marv has contacted City Attorney Duke Gilbert about the joint planning process, but Duke has not completed the draft documents.  Marv left the meeting.


Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  The City of Dillon has chosen County Planning Board members Margareta Knopik and Kelly Rowe to be on the Joint Planning Committee.  Margareta and Kelly have not accepted these positions yet.

Rick published an ad in the Dillon Tribune soliciting for five people who are interested in being on the Joint Planning Committee.  Laurie and Lee Hiniker have responded to the ad.  Rick asked the Commissioners if they would talk to people and find someone interested in being on the Committee.  Melinda Reynolds and Rich Nyquist, who have sent letters of interest for positions on the County Planning Board, will be contacted.

The Sonoran Institute has responded to Rick’s inquiry about what it can do to help the Joint Planning Committee.  Rick left the meeting.

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting and gave the Commissioners a copy of a Media Release about the Southwest Montana Drug Task Force and Sheriff deputies seizing 96 marijuana plants.  This release has been sent to the Dillon Tribune, the Dillonite Daily, and the Associated Press.  The Federal Justice Appropriations Grant for the Southwest Montana Drug Task Force might be cut by 67% for the next budget year resulting in local governments trying to fund this program.  Jay stated that his office’s ability to investigate drug operations would be severely curtailed if the funding for Southwest Montana Drug Task Force were cut.

There was discussion about drug forfeitures.  Jay left the meeting.

Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

 
KDBM Reporter Tom McKnight, Dillon Tribune Publisher Dick Crockford, and Southwest Montana Art’s Council Representative Laura Horst joined the meeting.  Laura distributed a handout about the Arts Council and it proposed pavilion project, and she also distributed pictures of two types of Pavilions. The Arts Council will be contacting School District #10 about this project because the council would like to place the pavilion at the Jaycee Park, which is school property.   There was discussion regarding this project. The Arts Council will be contacting civic organizations to see if they would like to partner with the Council on this project. No decision on this project will be made until all the organizations are contacted. 

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley moved that the Commissioners write a letter supporting the Southwestern Arts Council’s Pavilion project.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.












Laura left the meeting.


Paul Rebich joined the meeting and submitted a letter from Lloyd Harlan Ockler requesting a second extension for the preliminary plat of the East Carrigan Major Subdivision.  Paul explained that he has been working with the Montana Department of Environmental Quality regarding the problems with the drainfield, which involve the directions of the mixing zones.
The nitrates in the water have decreased from 3.6 to 2.8.  The long corner of the lot #9 is being removed.  There will still be an acre for the Fire Department to drill a well or to locate a satellite station.  When the ground thaws a test pit will be dug on the last lot.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that a second one-year extension for the preliminary plat of the East Carrigan Lane Major Subdivision be approved.  The extension will expire February 4, 2008.











Paul left the meeting.


Senator Tester’s Field Representative Connie Daniels and Senator Baucus’ Field Representative Kim Kruger joined the meeting.  The Commissioners were given appropriation forms to complete.  Connie and Kim will also email these forms because the forms have to be submitted electronically.   There was lengthy discussion regarding Secure School Funding, PILT, and wilderness. It would be detrimental to the County if Secure School Funding is not extended and PILT is not fully funded.  In place of the Secure Rural Funding the County would receive 25% Funds.  The 25% fund is from the productivity on the Forest such as, timber and mining.  There is hardly any logging or mining allowed on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Forest, meaning very little revenue for the County.



There was discussion about the Forest Service Land and Resource Management Plan and wilderness designations.  Connie and Kim left the meeting.





Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.  


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the January 27 – February 1, 2008 invoices for a total of $109,026.64. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board


                                                       

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

February 4, 2008 Public Hearing of the Beaverhead County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, held a public hearing on February 4, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. for a proposed vehicle wrecking facility proposal.  Present:  Chairman Rice, Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, Fred and Betty Stokke, Dee and Dorothy Newman, Frank and Harriet Allen, John and Yvonne Lenegar, Claudia Rorchut, Joel Burnett, Dorothy Rawson, Leo Rawson, Shirley Harrington, Myrna Carpita, Jean Conklin, Dustin Huffacker, Lygia Huffacker, Kezlee Huffaker, Patrick Sandon, Dillon Tribune Publisher Dick Crockford, Sanitarian Larry Laknar, Junk Vehicle Program Manager Lee Diedrich, and Secretary Patti Odasz.
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Chairman Rice opened the hearing and thanked everyone for attending.  Larry distributed agendas and copies of statue statutes pertaining to wrecking facilities. 


Introductions were made. Chairman Rice read the following notice of hearing that was published in the Dillon Tribune for two weeks.

This hearing will be held to determine whether the below mentioned proposed vehicle wrecking facility will significantly affect the quality of life of landowners and the surrounding community.

This proposed motor vehicle facility would be located at 1175 Stonehouse Rd, Dillon, MT 59725.  The legal description of the facility is the NE ¼ Section 23, Township 7 South, Range 10 West, The facility is approximately 5.5 acres in size. The applicant is Don’s Repair Service, Donald & Jean Roedel.


Chairman Rice asked Larry Laknar to review the process for licensing this wrecking facility.


Larry said that under the junk vehicle law the County has limited power regarding junk vehicles.  Violations are usually turned over to the State.  If a license is granted for this facility, the County will have more control.  After a facility is licensed, the County can actually make sure that the shielding is installed.  If the license is not granted, the people requesting the license will continue on as they are with the State doing the enforcement, which is a long process.  In the Junk Vehicle Policy   a vehicle can be licensed and still be considered a junk vehicle. In certain circumstances the Sheriff or Junk Vehicle Program Manger can declare a vehicle as a junk vehicle, and the value of the vehicle has to be less than $500.  If there are three or more junk vehicles, they have to be shielded.  The law on shielding is that the vehicles cannot be visible from a public road if standing in the middle of the road, but not all roads are public roads.  Larry feels that the Commissioners could make the applicant shield the entire facility.  Lee asked  the people present to let the County known what conditions they would like to see on this facility if it is approved.


There was discussion about covenants on the surrounding properties but that the property in question does not have covenants.  The citizens in the area feel that this is a residential area and a wrecking facility should not be allowed.

The following comments were made:

Claudia Korchut:  This facility would lower the value of her property.  She does not want it.

Lygia Huffaker:  They are in the process of building a $250,000 home; it would lower the property value.  If this facility has to go in, she would like it to be like the Goins’ facility where there is no junk outside.

Dee Newman: His main concern is bad water.  The water to his well comes from the north directly through the facility before it gets to his well.  He feels this facility will pollute the water.

Frank Allen:  He is against the proposal; it will decrease his land value.  If the facility has to be there, he feels that a fence should be constructed around the entire facility, that the vehicles cannot be stacked, and that they have to be 25 feet from the property line.

Myrna Carpita:  Asked if it would be a crushing facility.  Larry stated it would be a mobile unit and the fluids would be recovered.  Myrna is concerned about noise pollution and dust pollution.

Joel Burnett:  He is against approving the facility.  If it is approved, he feels it should have an eight-foot fence around the entire facility.     It will destroy quality of life having a wrecking yard next to homes.  Devalues the property and there is a fear of groundwater contamination. There are also problems with mice, rats, skunks, cats, and disease problems.  This facility needs to be located where there is no impact on other people.

Fred Stokke:  It will affect the quality of life of the people. It will impede the wildlife, and         the fencing would change the nature of the area.  

Dorothy Newman:  Agreed with everything everyone has said.

Myrna Carpita:  The area involved is 5.5 acres, and from a distance in either direction the road can be seen.  Highway 278 goes to the Scenic Byway and she believes the facility cannot be shielded properly.

Lygia Huffaker:  See agrees with the comment about the Scenic Byway.

At this time the following letters were read into the record:
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Betty Stokke asked if there was anything anyone could do to make these people back off?  She has to obey the laws, why can’t they.  If there were zoning laws they could not be enforced anyway. Larry Laknar said that zoning gives citizens the right to sue civilly.  


Jean Conklin suggested that that the Roedels be bought out and then covenants imposed on the land.


Jack Burnett mentioned that development is leap frogging in the County that that the County should be able to confine development. 


The citizens in the area in question have tried to do citizen initiated zoning but did not get any where with the process.  Zoning was discussed.   


Jean Conklin asked if the property in question ever went through the subdivision process.  Larry stated that the property was never subdivided it was a remainder.


Commissioner McGinley said that if the County and the State do not approve this facility that the conditions that exists would still be there.  Approving the facility does give the County some leverage.  


Comments regarding the vehicle wrecking facility proposal are due by Friday, February 8, 2008,nn at 5:00 p.m.  The Commissioners encouraged everyone to send in written comments.  


Larry and Lee will give the Commissioners a written recommendation regarding this matter.


Fred Stokke asked if a performance bond could be required of Mr. Rodel.  The Commissioners did not know the answer to this question, but will find out.  


The Commissioners will take action on this vehicle wrecking facility proposal on Tuesday, February 19, 2008 at 11:00 a.m.  


Chairman Rice adjourned the hearing at 7:55 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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