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February 17, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Commissioner Mike McGinley was attending the Legislative sessions in Helena.
Minutes:

The minutes of the February 2, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the minutes of the February 2, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting and submitted the Road Department Reports for February 1 -7, 2009 and February 8 – 14, 2009.

DILLON AREA

· Stockpiled gravel at Landfill GP101 and Grant GP210.

· Finished Anderson Lane flood control project.

· Plowed snow with a truck on the Scenic Byway at Elkhorn and Bannack Bench Road.

· Plowed snow with a grader on Lemhi Pass and Bannack Pass (Hwy 324). 

· Annual servicing of fire extinguishers.

· Attended a Safety Meeting.

· Hauled gravel and bladed on Bannack Bench Road.

· Cleaned culverts on the Bannack Bench Road.

· Road checked Dillon and Horse Prairie, area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Hauled gravel on Bannack Bench Road.

· Plowed snow on the South Valley Road.

· Annual servicing of fire extinguishers.

· Attended a Safety Meeting.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads: Skinner Meadows, Warm Springs Creek, Lower North Fork, Rock Creek, River and Miners Lake.

· Hauled cattleguards from Grant and Dillon to Wisdom for fabrication.

· Attended a Safety Meeting.

· Annual servicing of fire extinguishers.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
DILLON AREA

· Bladed and hauled gravel on Bloody Dick Road.

· Hauled Gravel on Bannack Bench Road approach.

· Plowed snow and sanded with a truck on local roads, Bannack and Scenic Byway.

· Shop maintenance.

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie and Elkhorn area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Hauled gravel on Bloody Dick Road.

· Plowed snow on the South Valley Road.

· Road checked Lima, Dell, South Valley, Big Sheep and Sage Creek Roads.

· Shop cleaning and maintenance.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads: Upper North Fork, Lower North Fork and Lower Bender Creek.

· Welding and fabrication on metal storage rack and backhoe bucket.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Shop cleaning and maintenance.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Chairman Rice reported that Justin Devers decreased the hourly rate from $37.50 to $25 per hour for 31 hours and decreased the track hoe time from 16 hours for a total invoice of $4,336.75.

Chairman Rice reported that Wade Hansen is digging a pond for someone and Wade has asked if the Commissioners would be interested in purchasing the gravel from the landowner to upgrade Riverside Drive and Sullivan Lane.  Jamie reported that both of these roads are private roads but are maintained by the County. Discussion ensued.  Chairman Rice will inform Wade that there are rights-of-way issues on these roads.

Chairman Rice, Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Bill Clarno and BLM Representative Rich Maggio will be doing an onsite inspection of the cattle pass culvert on Big Sheep Creek Road.  The BLM might purchase the culvert, the County would install it, and maybe Bill will fence the area.

The Martinell’s are improving the fencing above the Lima Dam and they either want the cattleguard moved or adjusted.  When the weather permits Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Allen Martinell, and Luke Fitch will do an onsite inspection.

Jamie has called Rhonda Grandy at the State Procurement Department about the County “piggybacking” on the state’s bid, but Rhonda has not returned the call.  Jamie will call Janet Kelley at the Department of Administration for information on this topic.

The Department of Transportation has submitted work orders regarding deficiencies         on some bridges that the County needs to address.  Jamie created a spreadsheet with this information and submitted it to the Commissioners.  Mike Shafer has also received a copy of the spreadsheet. 

Chairman Rice signed an assignment application from Gilman Construction.

Other Business:

Norma Duffy joined the meeting and submitted copies of MCA codes regarding the County’s recommended appointment to the City’s Planning Board.

County Attorney’s Office Update:
County Attorney Jed Fitch, Deputy County Attorney Jane Mitchell, BLM Representative Jeff Daugherty, joined the meeting.

Jed was shown a letter the Commissioners received from Kim Martinell thanking the County Attorney for talking to her classes at UM-Western.

Jed informed the Commissioners that he has received Surveyor Erland Gendreau’s justification has to how his survey of Grant, Montana was done    Jed has written a letter to the residents of Grant regarding the boundary issues of the town.  Along with this letter Jed will attach a copy of the survey and Erland’s justification.  This information will be mailed sometime this week.

Jane updated the Commissioners on the Benson case.  Jane attended the hearing in Butte.  The issues are between the Benson’s and the Womack’s so the Judge dismissed Beaverhead County out of the case and told the Benson’s and Womack’s to work the problem out between themselves or he would hire an engineer and split the cost between the two parties.  Sometime in the future the County will probably receive a petition to open a road and abandon a road in the area.  In the settlement agreement the County will create a portion of the road.  

The Coyote Creek Road location was discussed; the map and pictures were reviewed. Jeff did an onsite inspection of the road and there is a gate with a “No Trespassing” sign on it, which is located on a public right-of-way. Jeff submitted right-of-way easements for Jed and the Commissioners to review.  Chairman Rice signed two copies of the easement.  Jed will notify the landowner who owns the gate that the sign has to be removed.

Norma discussed with the Commissioners the City’s process of annexation of property and the City’s draft growth policy.

Action on Request to Vacate Plat:

On December 5, 2006, Fred Brown filed COS #1431 Family Transfer, transferring 56.21 acres to his wife, Jodine, from a 161.32 acre tract.  Due to certain events, the Browns would like to have the COS vacated and have the total acreage put in both names.  Rick distributed a memo from Deputy Clerk and Recorder Kristy Sauerbier asking that if the COS is vacated that an affidavit be recorded identifying that ruling and that Jodine also needs to deed her interest to Fred as Fred held the entire interest solely before the family transfer survey was filed.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that COS #1431 FT be vacated.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Jed will write the affidavit for the Commissioners to sign.  Rick will contact the Browns and inform them of the process they need to follow.  

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen briefly joined the meeting.  He will be taking delivery of a car very soon and asked the Commissioners to give Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley approval to draft a check just in case the Commissioners are not here when the car is delivered.

There have been nine inmates in the jail for the last two weeks.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland present.  

Old Business

There was no old business to discuss.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the February 8 – 14, 2009 invoices for a total of $57,952.36. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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