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February 19, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Tuesday, February 19, 2008, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for February 3 – 9 and February10- 16, 2008.


February 3 – 9, 2008

Dillon Area

· Elkhorn Road, Bannack Road, and all local roads were plowed and sanded with a truck.

· Carter Creek Road, Nissen Lane, Sweetwater Road, Rebich Lane, Bolick Lane, Flynn Lane, Downing Lane, Old Stage Road, Lemhi Pass Road, Bloody Dick Road, Mansfield Road, Bannack Bench Road, Medicine Lodge Road, and Eliason Lane were plowed with a grader.

· Anderson Lane and East Bench Road were bladed.

· Maintenance was done on the yard and the shop was cleaned.

· Ice and water were removed and a culvert was cleaned on Medicine Lodge Road.

· Gravel was screened and stockpiled at Gravel Pit 101 located at the old landfill.

· Dillon, Glen, Melrose, and Horse prairie area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· The Big Sheep Creek Road, Sage Creek Road, and Lima and Dell area roads and lanes were plowed.

· Lima and Dell area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Roads in the Jackson and Wisdom area were plowed.

· Jackson, Wise River, and Wisdom area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

February 10 – 16, 2008

Dillon Area

· Elkhorn Road, Bannack Pass Road, South Valley Road, Medicine Lodge Road, Cross Lane, Mansfield Lane Lemhi Road were plowed with a grader.

· Snow was removed from the town of Monida.

· Local area roads were plowed and sanded with a truck.

· The crew attended a safety meeting.

· Dillon, Glen, and Horse Prairie area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· River Road, Big Sheep Creek Road, Sage Creek Road, South Valley Road (from Monida to Stibal Lane), and Lima and Dell area roads and lanes were plowed.

· Lima and Dell area roads were checked.

· The crew attended a safety meeting.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

·  Roads in the Jackson and Wisdom area were plowed.

· Jackson, Wise River, and Wisdom area roads were checked.

· The crew attended a safety meeting.

· The shop was cleaned.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Richard met with Joe Champine about the intersection of Fox Run Road and Sweetwater Road.  Options on how to fix the drainage problems were discussed.

Richard gave a report on the MACo Transportation Committee meeting. The Committee discussed implementation of local option taxes.  The Committee decided to have MACo ask the Legislature for money to do a statewide needs assessment on county roads.  All of the data obtain from this assessment would be inputted into a database.

The Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) wants to implement fees for gravel pits so that at an1 ½ FTE position in the Department can be filled.

By state statute DEQ is only required to make sure gravel pits are reclaimed.  Citizens are opposing a couple of gravel pits around the state. Gravel pits have become a contentious issue in urban areas.  

The DNRC is working through the process of selling sections of State land.  If a petition county road runs through a section, the State will usually not sell the property.

There is water running over Browns Bridge Road and Commissioner McGinley asked Richard to have the culvert on this Road fixed this Spring

Dave Welborn removed a stuck vehicle on Medicine Lodge Road.  The County will be installing a culvert in this Road.

At this time the Commissioners reviewed A Resolution To Allow USDA Forest Service To Manage Winter Use On Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway (Forest Highway 73) From December 2nd Through May 15th Each Year.  The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that A Resolution To Allow USDA Forest Service To Manage Winter Use On Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway (Forest Highway 73) From December 2nd Through May 15th Each Year be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE USDA FOREST SERVICE TO CONTROL
AND MANAGE WINTER USE (DECEMBER 2nd THROUGH
MAY 15" OF EACH YEAR) ON A PORTION OF THE
PIONEER MOUNTAINS SCENIC BYWAY (FOREST HIGHWAY NO. 73)

WHEREAS, through the issuance of Highway Easement Deeds dated October 29, 1992
and May 11, 2007, Beaverhead County was granted jurisdiction of the Pioneer Mountains
Scenic Byway located within the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Forest; and

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Forest has designated that portion of the
Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway between Pettengill Parking Area (NW % Section 11, T 2, R
12 W, PMM) and the Hot Springs Road intersection (SW % Section 29, T 4 S, R 12 W, PMM) as
a Snowmobile Recreation Trail; and

WHEREAS, the Highway Easement Deeds reserved the right of the Forest
Service to use the easement for non-highway purposes with the approval of the Beaverhead
County Commission; and

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commission recognizes that it would be
appropriate for the Forest Service to control and manage winter use associated with the
Snowmobile Recreation Trail.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Beaverhead County Commission to authorize
the USDA Forest Service to control and manage winter use (December 2™ through May 15™ of
sach year) on that portion of the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway identified above which is
designated a Snowmobile Recreation Trail.

Adopted this 19th day of February 2008.
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Archie Mathews has informed the Commissioners that Russ Kipp is plowing the snow in the Grasshopper Creek Estates Subdivision but he is running out of places to put the snow.  Richard will call Archie about this matter.  Richard left the meeting.

The minutes of the February 4, 2008 meeting and hearing were read and the following motion was made:  
MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the minutes of the February 4, 2008 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.













Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting and updated the Commissioners on the domestic violence call received on Saturday and the pursuit and the wounding of the perpetrator. At Jay’s request the Department of Criminal Investigation will investigate the crime.  


Deputy Scott Kessel has solved the vandalism case of the Reichle School. 


Deputy Brian Moen fell while on duty and will be taking 6 to 8 weeks of workers comp. Deputy Kessel fell while off duty and will be out for approximately 5 weeks.


There will be a special prosecutor assigned to the marijuana arrest that was made a few weeks ago.  Jay left the meeting.



Donald Roedel, Dee and Dorothy Newman, Claudia Karchut, Harriet Allen, Dillon Tribune Reporter Barb Bauerle, Sanitarian Larry Laknar, and Junk Vehicle Program Manager Lee Diedrich joined the meeting regarding the proposed Roedel wrecking facility. 

[image: image2.wmf]
 
A hearing on this proposed facility was held on February 4, 2008. Since then the Commissioners have received written comments from Don and Shirley Harrington, Leo and Dorothy Rawson, Paul and Julie Oldynski, John and Yvonne Lenegar, Brian and Jamie Hoogenboom, and Dee and Dorthy Newman opposing the facility.    Larry read the junk vehicle regulations and wrecking facility regulations.    Concerns were raised about shielding of the facility, decreased property values, groundwater contamination, setbacks, etc.  Dee and Dorothy Newman, Claudia Karchut, Harriet Allen were all in opposition to the facility.  The Commissioners discussed the issue.  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved that the Commissioners ask the County Attorney if the wrecking facility could be approved with the conditions that the complete facility be shielded with a presentable 8 foot fence and a 10 foot set back from the property lines.












Discussion ensued.  The motion died for lack of a second.  There was further discussion and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the action on the proposed Roedel wrecking facility be tabled until the Commissioners obtain a legal opinion from the County Attorney. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Donald Roedel, Dee and Dorothy Newman, Claudia Karchut, Harriet Allen, Lee and Larry left the meeting.


Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  A request for an Agricultural Exemption on a 5-acre parcel (Wolverine Creek) has been received from Bear Creek Ranches LLC.  Discussion ensued.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the Wolverine Creek Agricultural Exemption request be tabled until the Commissions know the purpose and intent for this parcel. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.






Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:00 p.m. the meeting was reconvened. 

Present were:  All Commissioners, BLM Representatives Richard Maggio, Angela Brown, and Tim Bozorth, Forest Service representatives Reyer Rens and Tom Osen, Fish, Wildlife and Parks representative Randy Gazda, Montana State Public Safety and Services Bureau representative Scott Bradford, Madison County Communications Coordinator Steve DiGiovanna, Vigilante Electric representative Tim Myllymaki, County Fire Warden Scott Marsh, Montana Highway Patrol representative Roger Smith, Northrup Grumman representative Tom Smith,  Beaverhead County Communications Coordinator Bob McWilliams, Beaverhead County DES representative Larry Laknar, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
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The purpose of this meeting was to coordinate with all agencies on the Interoperability project for five communications sites. The Public Safety Interoperability Communications grant money has to be obligated by June 1, 2009.  The following timeline was established:

March 1, 2008 – Check list for what each agency requires for NEPA

March 21, 2008 – communication sites draft plan.

April 1, 2008 – Scope of work for NEPA Request for Proposals

April 21,2008 – Awarding of proposal 











Specifics sites were discussed.  Tom Osen asked that the Commissioners write a letter to Forest Service Supervisor Bruce Ramsey asking that the Ellis Peak site be added to the draft Forest Plan.  Everyone left the meeting.


Public Health Director Sue Hansen joined the meeting.  The wage proposal for the RN position in the public health office was reviewed.  The County has not yet received its money from Butte Family Planning, which is estimated at $14,000.  If the budget allows, Sue would like to increase the Nurse Practioner’s hours to 14 per week.  Sue is also go to try two ½ day clinics. Sue left the meeting.


The Commissioners reviewed a letter from the DNRC about renaming Gordon Peak to Benson Peak.  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the County not oppose the name change of Gordon Peak to Benson Peak.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the February 10 – 16, 2008 invoices for a total of $76,331.83. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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