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February 28, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, February 28, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the February 22, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the February 22, 2011 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones and Road Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for February 20-26, 2011 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow with a truck on the Elkhorn Scenic Byway, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), and local roads.

· Worked on the Birch Creek Road project.  Project #1006-11.

· Flood control on Bachelor Mountain Road.

· Moved equipment.

· Cleaned shop.

· Road checked local area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Lima Dam, South Valley to Price Creek, Big Sheep Creek, and local roads between Lima and Dell.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Upper and Lower North Fork, Mussigbrod, Bender Creek, Rock Creek, Twin lakes, River and Steel Creek.

· Cleaned shop.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Scott reported that the total cost of the repairs to grader that was vandalized was $1,780.  Jamie will write a summary of the damages to give to the Sheriff’s Department.

Scott informed the Commissioners that on March 21, 2011, the Road Department crews would start four 10-hour days.  A memo will be sent to all the County shops.

Scott will meet Tim Myllymaki from Vigilante Electric at the Snowline Gravel Pit to get electricity hooked up.

There were five applications submitted for the County’s mechanics position.  The Job Service sent out 130 notices and had 226 viewings.  There was discussion as to when the interviews should be held. No date was set at this time.

Scott reported that a County grader is in Belgrade for repair due to a bad gear on the crankshaft.  The bearings will also be replaced.

Due to the weather the South Valley Road will be kept closed to the public.

The crews are ready to work on the new Birch Creek Bridge when the parts arrive.

Scott was informed that both Fred and Jack Hirschy complimented Dow Keys and Mike Paddock on the good work they are doing. 

Scott will create a list as to what the County will put in the Barn’s Auction.  
Elected Officials and Department Heads:

Facility Administrator Chris Kraft, County Treasurer Cathy Hucke, Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley, County Superintendent of Schools Linda Marsh, Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie, Planner Rick Hartz, Extension Agent J.P. Tanner, Clerk and Recorder Deb Scott, County Attorney Jed Fitch, County Sanitarian Larry Laknar, County Health Director Sue Hansen, and Justice of the Peace Candy Hoerning joined the meeting.

Chris distributed the following information regarding Internet providers, email, and infrastructure and reviewed it with everyone.  Lengthy discussions ensued. Chris recommended that the County contract with Bresnan to provide Internet service because it is already providing service to the State offices that are located within the Courthouse.  The Commission concurred.  Jay suggested that Chris talked to the person who provides infrastructure to the City if it Internet.    Chris will do this before the Commissioners make a decision on the infrastructure.  

The County’s email will be changed over to beaverheadcounty.org as soon as possible.

The next topic for discussion was payroll issues.  It was explained that the Commissioners want to designate a certain day of the month when the employees will receive their paychecks.   Betty explained about the problems that have been occurring including people not submitting their timesheets on time.  Discussion ensued.  There was also discussion about mandating that everyone have direct deposit.  The state and federal governments require their employees to have direct deposit.  The Commissioners asked the officials to talk to their employees to see if anyone has a problem with direct deposit.

The Commissioners made the decision that the paycheck would available by the Thursday at 5:00 p.m. after the cutoff date for timesheets.

Commissioner McGinley gave out prescription drug cards from NACo that will help decrease prescription costs up to 24%.  These cards can be used by anyone that does not have prescription drug coverage already.  This program should be up and running by March 22, 2011.  In the near future there will also be discount cards for dental and vision.

Rick suggested that the employees be asked if they would like to be appointed to the Policy Committee.  

Appointments to Employee Policy Committee:
Chairman Haugland asked for a motion to appoint members to the Employee Policy Committee.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Rick Hartz, Jay Hansen, and Linda Marsh be appointed to the Employee Policy Committee. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business:

No old business was brought up for discussion.

Lunch Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 11:50 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Legislative Update:

Beaverhead Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Bernie Childers joined the meeting. At noon today Beaverhead Commissioner McGinley took part in the MACo Legislative Update Conference call. 

Commissioner McGinley reminded the Commissioners that in a past session of the Legislature a “silver bullet” was created.  This means when a substantial amount of bills are killed in the first half of the Legislative session the Senate Democrats, the Senate Republicans, the House Democrats and the House Republicans can each resurrect five bills.  Both of the 

The Senate Democrats and Republicans picked SB 44 the bill that raises the age for compensatory school enrollment.

MACo is supporting SB 362 the bill that would mandate that County health insurance rates increases have to be evaluated by the State’s Insurance Commission.  This bill would not affect health insurance pools.

HB 2 the appropriation act.  The Committee will meet on this everyday.  This bill needs to be watched closely.

There is also a bill that would allow local jurisdictions to set speed limits on unpaved roads without doing a speed study.

Wednesday there will be a conference call just for discussion of land use bills.

SB 117 -  An Act Requiring Certain Local Governments and Special Purpose Districts, To Demand Coordination From The Federal Government.  By law there is already coordination with the federal government.  State laws cannot supersede federal laws.

Other Topics of Discussion:

No other topics were brought up for discussion.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the February 20-26, 2011 invoices for a total of $38,680.04, beginning with check number 179294 and ending with check number 179346. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

No public comments were received.

Adjourn:

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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