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March 7, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, March 7, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Commissioner McGinley was attending a NACo Legislative Conference in Washington, D.C.

Minutes:

The minutes of the February 28, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland   seconded that the minutes of the February 28, 2011 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones, Road Employee Luke Fitch, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie   Flynn, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for February 27 – March 5, 2011 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow with a truck and grader on the Elkhorn Scenic Byway, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Lemhi Pass, Brenner, Cross and local roads.

· Screened gravel at the Frying Pan Gravel Pit.

· Hauled gravel to Bachelor Mountain and Bannack Roads.

· Installed weight limit signs as per March 1st ordinance.

· Removed a stop sign at Elkhorn on Ski Hill Road.

· Thawed culverts on the following roads and lanes:  Blacktail, Carrigan, Flynn and Schoolhouse.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked local area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Big Sheep Creek, Sage Creek and Lima Dam.

· Repair bridge on Steel Bridge Lane.

· Removed trees on Ashbough Trail.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Upper and Lower North Fork, Lower Mussigbrod, Lower Bender Creek, Rock Creek, Miner Lake, Little Lake Creek, River, Big Lake Creek, Big Swamp Creek, Twin Lakes, Steel Creek, Gibbonsville and Warm Springs.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Luke submitted copies of pictures of the South Valley Road and the Lima Dam Road.  These roads are snow packed.

The crews have been screening gravel, thawing pipes, and the illegal “stop” sign on Ski Hill Road has been removed.

The grader that was fixed at Belgrade is now back in service.  Another grader is in Belgrade to have a leak between the transmission and engine fixed.

Jim reported that the abutments for the Birch Creek Bridge would be delivered.  Scott and Jim will meet today at 1:30 p.m. to work out the installation plan.  Jim stated that the abutments were ready to be delivered last week, but he called and asked that the delivery not be made until after he got back.  Scott will rent a roller from DC Rentals for packing.  A remote roller could not be obtained.  The abutments should be installed by Friday, depending on the weather.  Scott will check on insulated blankets for the cement.

Luke reported that the Lima crew is still plowing snow.  The South Valley Road is still closed and Luke is not sure when it will be opened.    The loggers will be on the South Valley Road until the end for March and then will be back in the fall.  The material the loggers are removing is being hauled to Townsend.

Todd Tash has informed the Commissioners that on Eliason Lane approximately 400 feet of fence post are broken from the Snow.  Scott stated that the broken posts are the County’s responsibility because there were no other options as to where the snow was placed.  Todd will get a cost estimate to the County for the replacement of the poles.  The right-of-way on Eliason Lane is 30 feet on each side of the center of the road.

Interviews for the mechanics position will be held this Friday starting at 1:30 p.m.

The County has received the Snowline Gravel Permit back from the Department of Environment Quality (DEQ) with a few minor corrections that need to be made.  The electricity for the pit has been all hooked up.

Jim informed the Commissioners that the County has received a TSEP Planning Grant Application.  The grant would be for $30,000 with a 50/50 match.

Chairman Haugland reported that last week he met in Butte with representatives from the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT), the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, and Butte-Silver Bow County regarding the removal of the Old Dickie Bridge.  The Beaverhead side of the bridge is falling into the river and the abutments are failing. The MDT is taking the lead on the removal of this bridge and will put this project on the fast track timeline.  The Counties will each adopt an emergency resolution regarding the removal of this Bridge.  MDT has a list of contractors so the specifications for the project will be sent to three contractors from the list asking for a reply by this Friday.  This bridge needs to be removed when the river is still iced because the deck of the bridge is made from petroleum products, which cannot be allowed to get into the water.  The bridge was built in 1916.  The next meeting regarding this Bridge will be held on March 23, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. in MDT’s Butte office.  If a meeting is needed sooner the participants will be notified. 

Jim informed the Commissioners that he met with BLM representatives on the Ruby Ridge logging sale.  The BLM has placed in its bid package that the contractor will negotiate road maintenance with the County.  There are two bridges that the logging trucks will need to cross, which are not in very good shape.  There was discussion as what could be done to shore these bridges up for the sale.  There is nothing in the file showing restrictions of load limits on these bridges.

Old Business:

The Commissioners reviewed Emergency Resolution #2011-07 for the Dickie Bridge and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the Emergency Resolution #2011-07 for the Dickie Bridge be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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BEAVERHEAD COUNTY
EMERGENCY DECLARATION RESOLUTION FOR THE DICKEY BRIDGE

WHEREAS, the old Dickie Bridge, located in Beaverhead and Butte-Silver Bow
Counties, West of Wise River, MT has partially collapsed into the Big Hole River
causing an obstruction and is a potential threat to life and property in this area, to assist
with mitigation of this threat by removal of the bridge structure with the coordinated
effort of Butte-Silver Bow County, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Montana
Department of Transportation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Beaverhead County
Commissioners that an Emergency is hereby declared pursuant to Section 10-3-402
MCA and all provisions of the County Emergency Operations Plan are in effect.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be filed with the
County Clerk and Recorder, County Assessor, and the Montana Disaster and
Emergency Services Division in Helena.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Beaverhead Board of County Commissioners
this __7th day of March 2011.
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Lunch Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Rice and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Legislative Update:

At this time the Commissioners reviewed MACo’s Legislative update that was emailed to them earlier in the day.

Other Topics of Discussion:

The Commissioners opened their mail and email and responded accordingly.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the February 27 – March 5, 2011 invoices for a total of $43,801.32, beginning with check number 179347 and ending with check number 179412. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were received.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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