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March 8, 2007


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 March 8, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on March 8, 2007, at 1:00 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, Sun Mountain Representatives Sherm Anderson and Tony Colter, Madison County Commissioners Jim Hart and Dave Schulz, Beaverhead Outdoor Association (BOA) President J. Darrell Johnson, BOA Vice-president Larry H. Iager, BOA Board Members Gene E. Loder and Karolin J. Loendorf, and concerned citizens Parke Scott, Carter Marsh, rancher Harold Peterson, and Commission Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Darrell distributed a letter from the Beaverhead Outdoor Association (BOA) regarding the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Conservation, Restoration, and Stewardship Act of 2007. The topic of discussion was the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Conservation, Restoration, and Stewardship Act of 2007 and how it came to be written and what needs to be done for all the entities affected.  Commissioner McGinley stressed that the County has worked for four years with the Forest Service developing the Forest Plan and that the County is very concerned that the Partnership Strategy can supersede the Forest Plan.  The County was never asked to participate in this Partnership, and Commissioner McGinley pointed out that unless Madison and Beaverhead Counties are a part of the Partnership, it is not a Partnership.  There was lengthy discussion on how this document does not benefit the County, the motorized recreationists, or the ranchers in Beaverhead and Madison Counties. This Partnership’s proposal includes more wilderness in the West Big Hole.  Chairman Haugland said that he wanted the West Big Hole excluded as a wilderness area and that that he would not negotiate on this point.  Commissioner McGinley suggested that perhaps a wilderness bill should be drafted for the County based on the Forest Plan.  Sherm agreed that the County has to be included in the Partnership or it is not going anywhere.  Tony suggested that that Partnership and a small group including representatives from the BOA and other interested entities meet as an initial attempt to see if there is room for compromise. The Commissioners suggested that if there is a meeting that a facilitator is retained to run them. Before a meeting is set Tony will talk to the environmental groups to see if there is room for negotiation. There was discussion about the stewardship program and grazing and it was suggested that stewardship monies should be used to help fund grazing monitoring.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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