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March 8, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, March 8, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.   Chairman McGinley was attending a NACo Legislative Conference in Washington, D.C.

County Projects Update:

County Road Supervisor Mike Shafer joined the meeting.  There was discussion about the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks attaching an electric fence on a bridge that is over the Lower North Fork.  Mike will get more information regarding this matter before the Commissioners can make a decision.

Mike did an inspection of the Bachelor Mountain Road as it pertains to Tom Tamkey’s question about replacing the fences.  Mike stated that he feels that Tom Tamkey needs to fence both sides of the road.

Mike requested that the Commissioners adopt an ordinance that would place a 35-mile per hour speed limit on Anderson Lane.  The Commissioners agreed to this request.

Mike will call the State about the weight limit signs that have been placed on various County roads.

Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.   At the last Commission meeting there was a question if the County had a temporary permit for cattle and hay haulers that would allow them to haul heavier loads than the posted weight limits.  The County has no written permit.  The haulers usually call the Road Department and the haulers are told they can haul heavier, but at lower speeds.

Mike informed the County that County Engineer Jim Carpita has told him to order a pipe for Nissan Lane and the cost of the pipe would be used as match for the TSEP Bridge project.  The cost for the pipe is $5,000.  It was discussed that the Governor is trying to take stimulus, TSEP funds, etc. from the counties for the State budget.  Mike was told not to order the pipe until there is further information from the State.  

Mike reported that Jim wants the costs of each TSEP bridge project including labor, trucks, fuel, etc. so these costs can be used for in-kind funds.    Jamie will contact the TSEP Department if the County can use the actual rate or the FEMA rate.

On the Carrigan Lane Bridge project, the County needs to fix the lower end and a bad spot on the south side of the bridge.  Approximately 440 ton of blacktop will be needed.  Mike will talk to Gilman Construction regarding the purchase of the blacktop.  The dirt work for this project will be started in a few weeks.

The crews are mowing in the Lima area and will then move to the Bloody Dick and the Horse Prairie area.

Jamie reported that she received a list of items from Carl at Great West Engineering that he needs for the on the 2011 TSEP.  The list included support letters from all the landowners, letters to BLM, the Forest Service, the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, and the rural fire departments, and three years of bridge budgets, newspaper articles, and Commission minutes.

The County has received a letter from Fish Biologist Olsen from the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (FWP) stating that the FWP would like to partner with the County on the Steel Creek Bridge project.

There was discussion that at one time the Red Rock Refuge was suppose to replace the bridge on Elk Lake Road.  At this time there is a County temporary bridge in place.  The Commissioners will write a letter to the Refuge regarding this matter.

The County has received an email from Larry Akers regarding the Pioneer Mountain Hillclimb and if the area on the Scenic Byway where the race is to be held is to be chip sealed next year.  The area that is to be chip sealed is on the Wise River side of the Byway, not where the race is to be held.  This information will be relayed to Larry.

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting to inform the Commissioners that R.E. Miller and Sons Construction will start working on the south side of the Laknar Pedestrian Path within the next two to three weeks.  Bresnan Communications still has to remove its wires and power poles also need to be removed.

The following Road Report for February 28 – March 6, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed and watered on Anderson Lane.

· Clean up on the Nissen Lane bridge project.

· Hauled gravel to Nissen Lane.

· Stockpiled gravel at the Matador Gravel Pit on the Blacktail Road.

· Installed weight limit / speed limit signs for trucks on the following roads and lanes:  Sweetwater, Blacktail, Carrigan, Pioneer, Laknar, Schuler and Webster.

· Repaired cattleguard wings on Schoolhouse Road.

· Road checked the Dillon, Horse Prairie and Grasshopper area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Mowed willows and brush on Oregon Shortline, Little Sheep Creek, Big Sheep Creek and Sage Creek roads.

· Bladed on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Hauled brush from Gravely Lane.

· Plowed snow with a grader on the following roads:  Lima Dam, Gosman, Snowline gravel pit and South Valley Road.

· Road checked South Valley Road and Lima and Dell area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Skinner Meadows, Twin Lakes, Rock Creek and Big Lake Creek.

· Repaired ripper on the D8 cat.

· Road checked Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the March 1, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the March 1, 2010 meeting be approved with changes.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting and updated the Commissioners on the DUI Task Force’s application for supplemental funding.  The Task Force was awarded $13,811 to hire an independent contractor to educate people in retail sales and server training.  Keeley Fitzgerald has been hired for this position.

The parts for the jail locks are not being made anymore, but further searching of warehouses is being done.  

Drought Task Force:

The following people joined the meeting:
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Handouts were distributed.  Introductions were given and Commissioner Rice turned the meeting over to Larry Laknar.

WILDFIRES:

Forest Service:  Tom Osen

In the process of hiring seasonal crews and they crews will be ready by mid April.  There is a new engine for the fleet that is replacing an old one.  The new assistant fire manager officer for the Dillon District will be on board by the end of April.  There are some prescribed fires planned in the Grasshopper Valley in late March or early April.  

Jay asked Tom what would happen to the old truck that is being replaced, because a rural fire department might like to have it.  The truck is dismantled, but Tom will find out exactly what is planned and will let Jay know.

The Forest Service has purchased a chipper.  Tom explained how the chipper would be used.  

State Lands:  Jay Lemon

Seasonal crews are being hired and will start June 1.  There will be a Type 3 engine located in Dillon.

Dillon Volunteer Fire Department:  Rick Later

The Montana Department of Transportation has inspected all of the vehicles.  The three new firemen are doing wildland training. A mechanic is making sure all wildland machinery is working well.

County Fire Warden:  Scott Marsh

Open burning started a week ago, but no fires have gotten away.  There was a fire started by a train just south of Dillon, but it was contained immediately.

Three Dillon firemen participated at the Stair Climb Challenge in Denver.  This is where the firemen climb 69 flights of stairs in full turn out gear.    There were 1,294 participates from all over the nation and from other countries as well.

GRAZING

Forest Service:  Tom Osen

The situation is bad for the personnel in this section.  There is only one full-time range person.  There is no other funding to replace the personnel who were promoted or retired.

The will be a two person weed crew again and will start working in late May.   The spring meetings with the ranchers are starting.

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE – Gina Loss

Gina gave a power point presentation via the Internet and conference call on the following:

· U.S. Drought Monitor – March 2, 2010.

· U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook March 4, 2010 – May 2010.

· Montana Drought Status 2009 and 2010.

· Drought Severity Index by Division – period ending February 27, 2010.

· Montana Statewide Precipitation – January 1998 to January 2010.

· Montana Statewide PHDI – January 1900 to January 2010.

· Information on Clark Canyon Dam.

· Montana Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation information as of February. 28, 2010.

· Observed Fire Danger Class – March 4, 2010.

· Current 1000-hour fuel Moisture Map.

BUREAU OF REC/EAST BENCH IRRIGATION/CLARK CANYON WATER USERS – Commissioner Rice 

The following progress report was faxed from the East Bench and read by Commissioner Rice:





Elevation

Storage

February 28, 2010
 
5543.54

161,357 Acre Feet

February 28, 2009   
5,534.45
           118,723 Acre Feet



Difference
  42,634 Acre Feet

Present Elevation: 55743.85 feet             Present Storage:  162,914 Acre Feet

113% of Average              93% full

Inflows - (Last five days average:  215 cfs/day

Present releases: 103 cfs

Inflows:

February 2010
11,679 Acre Feet
210 CFS/day  - 87% of average


February 2009:
      13,877 Acre Feet
249 CFS/day - 103% of average

Releases:

February 2010
6,793 Acre Feet
Storage Gain:   4,886 Acre Feet

February 2009         1,820 Acre Feet
Storage Gain: 12,057Acre Feet

Lima Dam
March 8, 2010     Elevation:  6,574.31 Feet


                 Storage:  43,039 Acre Feet – 114% of Avg.   50% full

Present releases:   11 cfs            Inflows:  30 cfs (5 day average)

Snow Pack above Lima Dam:  66% of average

There is a Clark Canyon Water Supply and Joint Board meeting tonight.

EXTENSION – J.P. Tanner

The ground squirrels are out.

DROUGHT REPORT – Larry Laknar

Larry gave is report on the following:

· Drought Severity Index.

· Montana Statewide Precipitation.

· Montana Statewide PHDI.

· Clark Canyon: February and March Elevation, Inflow, and Outflows.

· Daily Hydromet Plot for Dam:  Yrs:  2000, 2005, 2009, & 2010.

· MT Dept of NRCS February 28, 2010 – Ruby Reservoir.

· Observed Fire Danger Class – March 4, 2010.

· Current 1000-Hour Fuel Moisture Map.

· Fuel Moistures for Big Hole and Southwest Montana (Same as 2000).

· Snow Water Equivalents by Drainages – January & February 2010.

· Streamflow Prospects for Montana – January & February 2010.

· Spring and Summer Streamflow Forecasts as of February 2010.

· Snowtel Sites.

OTHER:

Bob Fry mentioned that there are maps that show the bug kill in the forests and that this gives a different perspective when all the specific information is together.  Larry will work with Tom Osen to download these maps.

The Montana Drought Task Forces meets April 12, 2010.

NEXT MEETING:

The next County Drought Task Force meeting will be Monday, April 12, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.

Lunch Recess:
Commissioner Rice recessed the meeting at 11:50 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland and Secretary Patti Odasz present.
Appointment to Tax Appeal Board:

Dick Gosman has contacted the Commissioners and informed them that he is well enough to reassume his position on the Tax Appeal Board.  Commissioner Rice reported that he talked to Byron Martinell and that Byron would stay as an alternate to the Board.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Dick Gosman be reappointed to resume his position on the Tax Appeal Board for the remainder of his term and that Byron Martinell be an alternate to the Board.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Action on Resolution #2010-5 – Resolution Providing for the Decrease in the Number of Beaverhead County Museum Board Members:

The Commissioners reviewed the abovementioned Resolution and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Resolution #2010-5 – Resolution Providing for the Decrease in the Number of Beaverhead County Museum Board Members be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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Clerk and Recorder Deb Scott:  Record Retention Training:

Clerk and Recorder Deb Scott and Deputy Clerk and Recorder Stacey Reynolds joined the meeting.  The Commissioners were given a handout regarding the explanation and compliance procedure for destruction of local government records.

Patti Borsberry from the State provides training to local government personnel on the appropriate paperwork and the process for record retention and destruction.  After discussion the Commissioners decided an elected official and department head meeting should be held and this information distributed at that meeting.  A elected official and department head meeting was set for March 22, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.  

Ken Scalzone and Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting. The Commissioners were given copies of the Taylor and Keller #2 Subdivision for their review.  The park in the Keller Subdivision is a County park.  Ken and several other residents of the Keller #2 Subdivision like to archery target practice in their backyards, but would like to see if they could set up a practice range on the Taylor Subdivision Park that adjoins the Keller #2 Subdivision Park.  Ray Gross, a resident of the Taylor Subdivision, thought this would be a good idea, but was concerned about liability and that the Taylor Subdivision has never formed a homeowner association.  The tax records show that Garth and Larry Taylor are paying the taxes for the Taylor Subdivision Park and the Keller Park.  The Keller #2 Subdivision has a Homeowners’ Association strictly for the water system, the roads, and for park maintenance.  The County owns the Keller Park, and pays the liability insurance, but the County does not own the Taylor Park.  The Keller #2 Subdivision’s Articles of Incorporation expired in 1986.  Ken will look into getting the Articles reinstated and then see if the Taylors would give the Taylor Park to the Keller Homeowners’ Association.  

Clerk of Court Sheila Brunkhorst joined the meeting.  The County has received a bill for a mental health commitment at the Western Mental Health’s Hay’s House in Butte.  Sheila usually waits for six months, to see if the individual’s insurance will pay.  Sheila will contact Western Mental Health to see if other entities have been billed. 

News Media:

Commissioner Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the February 28 – March 6, 2010 invoices for a total of $168,803.62. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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Resolution Providing for the Decrease in the Number of
Beaverhead County Museum Board Members

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commissioners previously created a Museum
Board in Beaverhead County, Montana, and;

WHEREAS, there are two (2) trustees that have resigned from the Museum Board

and,;

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commissioners desire to decrease the number
of members of the Beaverhead County Museum Board to five (5), from the existing seven

(7), and

NOW THEREFORE, it is resolved as follows:

1. That the number of members on the Beaverhead County Museum Board

shall be five (5), provided that the terms of the existing members of the
Museum Board shall continue as members of the Museum Board as

originally appointed.

2. The remaining conditions regarding the Beaverhead Museum Board,
including any subsequent appointments being for a term of three (3)
years, shall continue in full force and effect.

Dated this 8th day of March 2010.

Attest:

M« Z)A%f

Debra L. Scott
Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder

Michael J. McGinley
Chairman
Beaverhead County Commissioners

A
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Garth L. Haugland
Commissioner

C. Thomas Rice
Commissioner
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