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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ March 14 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, March 14, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the March 7, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley   seconded that the minutes of the March 7, 2011 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Employee Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie Flynn and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for March 6-12, 2011 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow on the Scenic Byway, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324) and local roads.

· Installed abutments on the Birch Creek Bridge project #1006-11.

· Hauled gravel on Birch Creek project #1010-21.

· Screened gravel on the Frying Pan gravel pit, GP 107.

· Bladed on the Sweetwater Road.

· Repair section of Big Horn Road.

· Road checked local area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  South Valley to Stibal Lane, Lima Dam and local lanes between Lima an Dell.

· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Canister site at Jackson, Steel Creek, Twin Lakes, Lower and Upper North Fork, Big Swamp Creek, Little Lake Creek, Bender Creek, River, Rock Creek, Miner Lake and town of Wisdom.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Scott reported that one side of the Birch Creek Bridge has been set and the other side should be set today.  Jim reported that the concrete for this project would be poured tomorrow or Wednesday and on Monday the crane should be on site.  Tuesday morning the bridge will be delivered and set on Tuesday and Wednesday.  RE. Miller and Sons Construction will provide a certified welder for this project.  If all goes well everything should be backfilled before the crew attends the MACRS Conference.

Scott reported that the crews have still been plowing snow.

Scott informed the Commissioners that on April 11th and 12th there is a workshop on gravel roads to which a couple of the road employees will attend.

There was discussion about the Schedule A Agreements between the County and the Forest Service.  Commissioner McGinley will contact the Forest Service to set up a meeting to discuss these Agreements.

Scott informed the Commissioners that on March 21st, the Road Crew would be starting four 10-hour day workweeks.  

The job interviews for the Road Department mechanics position were held last Friday. A 100-point system was used, with Mike Marsh receiving the most points. Mike Marsh was offered the job and will be able to start on March 21.

Jim reported that he reviewed the Memorandum of Agreement for the Old Dickey Bridge project and it look okay to him.  It has been recommended that Butte-Silver Bow County and Beaverhead County file a joint emergency TSEP funding application for a grant that would be up to $30,000.  This money would go directly to the Montana Department of Transportation.

Jim reported he attended the Committee meetings for HB 351, which was amended, but the funding for bridges was left in the Bill. Funding for three wastewater projects was added if the funds are available.  

 The Gaston Engineering Proposal was reviewed and Jim recommended that it be signed. 

Jim reported that he received the forwarded email from Commissioner McGinley that the Federal Highway Administration sent regarding the repairs to the slide areas on the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway.

Action on Resolution #2011-08 Authorizing Matching Funds:

The Commissioners reviewed the above-mentioned Resolution and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Resolution #2011-08 Authorizing Matching Funds be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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BEAVERHEAD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZING MATCHING FUNDS

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commission wishes to conduct a comprehensive
analysis of its Bridges in an effort to update the 2010 Beaverhead County Bridge Inventory and
Evaluation in a manner that satisfies funding agency requirements; and

WHEREAS, this study is estimated to cost up to $30,000; and

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commission wishes to make an application for
$15,000 to TSEP toward the update of the Bridge Inventory and Evaluation; and

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commission is required to match the TSEP
Preliminary Engineering Grant in the amount of $15,000.

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Beaverhead County Commission, that the matching
sum of $15,000 shall be funded from the Bridge Fund.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 14 day of March 2011.
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Old Business: 

Previous to this meeting the Commissioners received a letter from Chris Town of Headwaters RC&D asking for confirmation on the County’s representative to Headwaters’ Board of Directors

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Commissioner McGinley be reappointed to the Headwaters RC&D Board of Directors. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Drought Task Force:

The following people attend the task force meeting.
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Introductions were given and Chairman Haugland turned the meeting over to Larry.

Bureau of Rec/East Bench Irrigation/Clark Canyon Dam Water Users:

Dennis gave the following report:

[image: image3.png]DROUGHT TASK FORCE MEETING
March 14, 2011

PROGRESS REPORT

CLARK CANYON RESERVOIR

ELEVATION STORAGE
YEAR: February 28, 2011 5543.29 160,106 a/f
YEAR: February 28, 2010 5542.54° 161,357 alf

Difference - 1,251 aff

Present Elevation: 5543.30 feet Storage: 160,155 alf
111% Avg.; 91% Full

Inflows (Last five (5) days Average: 269 cfs/day

Present releases: 254 cfs

INFLOWS FOR: February2011 13,762 a/f 248 cfs/day 102% Avg.
INFLOWS FOR: February2010 11,679a/f 210cfs/day  87% Avg.

RELEASES FOR: February2011 14,112 a/f  Storage Loss: 350 aff
RELEASES FOR: February 2010 6,793 a/f  Storage Gain: 4,886 alf

Snowpack above CCR: 103% of Average
Snowpack above Lima Dam 100% of Average

Lima:

Mar. 14, 2011 Elevation: 6576.08 feet Storage: 50,153 a/f
131% Avg. 59% Full

Mar. 15, 2010 Elevation: 6574.53 feet Storage: 43,920 a/f
114% Avg. 51% Full

Present Releases: 8 cfs Inflows: 30 cfs (5 day average)




The water flows that are coming in are being sent directly out.  There is a concern that if it rains the water will be increased.  The Board will look at the inflows again in April.

The joint Board met and all allotments for the valley and the Irrigation District were set at full.  

NRCS:  no report

Wildfire: 

Forest Service

Russ reported that all of Montana is within the normal index and in Beaverhead County there is no expectation for the season to be abnormal.

The seasonal fire crews have been hired. Russ has hired three new permanent seasonal crews.  The Forest Service is trying to keep up with the current vacancies.

State lands: 

Chuck reported that interviews for fire crews are being held today.  The crews will be fully staffed.  The outlook for this year is supposed to be wet resulting in a low fire season.  A helicopter will be on call from the State. Some of State Land’s fire trucks are ready. 

Fire Warden

Scott reported that there have been two grass fires in the Dillon area already.  People need to be aware of the forecast and watch when they are burning.

Grazing

Forest Service

Russ reported that the Forest Service does not anticipate contingencies for drought related activities this spring.  The Forest Service always asks the permittees to move the units more quickly.

State:

Chuck reported that there is still a lot of snow.

National Weather Service: 

Gina Loss gave her PowerPoint presentation via conference call and the Internet. 

Farm service  - No Report

City of Dillon: No report

Extension Office:  

J.P. stated that a there is a little less water usage this year due to grain prices.

J.P asked where the Commissioners now stand on SB 278 that Senator Tester is introducing.  The Forest Service has sent in a letter of support of the Bill if there is additional funding to get the projects listed in the bill completed.  J.P. was told that the Commissioners would still oppose the Bill.  J.P. has information on this Bill and will email it to Commissioner McGinley.

Fish, Wildlife, and Parks:  No report.

Drought Report:  

Larry gave his PowerPoint presentation. 

Next Meeting:  

The next meeting will be April 11, 2011 at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Legislative Update:

Commissioner McGinley reported on SB 403 - Generally Revising K-12 Funding. There are a few counties that this bill would hurt. In most counties it would benefit the schools and all the counties are neutral.  MACo is not taking a stand on this bill.

Land Use Conference calls have been held on Wednesdays. There are a lot of land use issues dealing with urban renewal and technology areas located mostly in Yellowstone, Cascade and Missoula counties. MACo is staying out of these matters.

HB 133 – Providing for court orders, fines, liens for noncompliance with noxious weed laws and HB166 – Revising Weed Control Laws. The State Senators that are holding up the bills were invited several times to the Interim Committee meetings but never attending the meetings.

HB 212 – Eliminating County Classification - this bill will probably pass.

HB 123 - Revising county and school district budgeting timelines.

SB 117 – Coordination between counties, districts, and federal government.  Some amendments have been made to this Bill

HB 431 – Eliminating state election day as a holiday - MACo has an amendment to this Bill that addresses the issue of holidays falling on Saturdays.

Other Topics of Discussion: 

Dillon Operations Manager J.S. Turner joined the meeting to submit a bill $3,750.94.

for the administration of the CDBG Hospital Economic Development Grant for a 

The Commissioners opened their mail/email and responded accordingly.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the March 6 – 12, 2011 invoices for a total of $37,004.58, beginning with check number 179414 and ending with check number 179761. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were received.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.


[image: image4.wmf] 








PAGE  
460

_1358151388.doc
[image: image1.png]Attest: NW O[) &"a{/ Approved/: /__i;ﬁ/{j?/, 74{ f

Clerk of the Board Chairman of the’Board








