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March 17, 2008, Public Hearing of the County Commissioners


The Board of County Commissioners met in hearing on Monday, March 17, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Room of the Courthouse.

Beaverhead County Road Manager Richard Miller opened the hearing.

The following people were present:

[image: image1.png]Beaverhead County Commissioners’ Hearing
Preliminary Engineering Reports and the Submittal of a Treasure State
Endowment Program Application
7:00 p.m. - Monday, March 17, 2008

PLEASE PRINT

NAME REPRESENTING

/\
° g %C’éaé ) ey ;f/ivfuﬂ;
(P W '!’fWZZZ

Jice /4"13 . Giua’r L)z;1 (g\vgug,z.zu\l(.,

(Z\cmu eree  Benospucro Co

et/ Zief £grag o
Rl mfiﬁéim
Mt ML(:;‘SV\ 94

O





This hearing was for the purpose of obtaining comments from the residents of the County regarding the Preliminary Engineering Reports and the submittal of a Treasure State Endowment Program (TSEP) application for the replacement of three bridges:

Carrigan Lane Bridge over the Canyon Ditch


Nissan Lane Bridge across the Dillon Canal


Frying Pan Road Bridge across the West Side canal

The County hired Great West Engineering to do a Preliminary Engineering Report to analyze the bridges in the County.  Several bridges in the County need to be replaced, but the abovementioned bridges were chosen due to the number of people they service and their in bad condition.  Beaverhead has 120 bridges in its jurisdiction.  Half of these bridges are Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) inspected.  The other half is less than 20 feet long so they are not under MDT’s authority.  If the bridges are replaced they will probably be over 20 feet and will be eligible for MDT.

Richard introduced Engineer Bill Lloyd from Great West Engineering.  Bill distributed copies of the  “Beaverhead County Bridge Preliminary Engineering Report and the 2008 TSEP Bridge Grant Application”.

The County is submitting a Treasure State Endowment Program (TSEP) grant application.  Unless the Forest Service or State of Montana assist with bridges TSEP is about the only funding for County bridges.  

TSEP requirements are that a complete inspection is done of all the County bridges except for the ones that are under state authority and that a Capital Improvement Plan for the bridges is created.  The draft Capital Improvements Plan was given to Richard earlier today.   This Plan is then used to discover which bridges are in the greatest need of replacement.  Most of the inspections were done in November and December when the irrigation water was out. 

Bill explained that there are numerous items that that the Grant Application requires. Item number 1 is a descending scale set on 7 different priorities. The first priority is the threat to public health and safety and is worth 1000 points.   Priority number 7 is community support and public involvement and is worth 400 point.  This priority is why a public hearing is being held and why letters of support have been requested.   Sample support letters were sent out to all residents that use the bridges to access their properties.

Nissan Lane Bridge: This is a steel railroad care bridge with substantial settlement.  The bridge is twisted, too narrow, and restricts the canal.  The proposed solution is replacing the bridge with a three-sided concrete box that sits on footings.  The bridge will be two lanes and will be 28 feet wide between the guardrails. The cost will be $173,548, which includes the detour, engineering, construction, removal of the old bridge, and roadwork on both approaches done by County crews.   

Carrigan Lane Bridge:  This is a cast-in-place bridge in extremely poor condition.  The rebar is exposed and the deck is cracking.  A three-sided concrete box will replace this bridge and will be 28 feet by 28 feet.  The roadway approaches will be modified to accommodate the wider bridge.  The cost of the project is $195,000, which includes the detour, engineering, construction, removal of the old bridge, and roadwork on both approaches done by County crews.   

Frying Pan Road Bridge:  At this time this bridge is a well-built temporary structure with the load capacity that is needed. The bridge is sitting on timber sills for a foundation and the fill that supports the sills is being retained by a rotting bridge abutment.  A 3-sided pre-cast concrete box with a 30-foot span would replace this bridge.  The cost is 197,775, which includes the detour, engineering, construction, removal of the old bridge, and roadwork on both approaches done by County crews.   

The total grant application will be for $581,336. TSEP is a dollar for dollar match. TSEP would provide $291,000; the County would provide $251,000 and $24, 000 worth of in-kind services.  The County intends to utilize its crews for the detour bridge installation and associated roadwork for all three bridges for the in-kind services.

Bill explained the TSEP Grant process.

The meeting was opened for questions.   Jim Peret asked if the County will fix the entrance from Highway 91 North and Frying Pan Road and install a culvert during road construction. Richard stated that a culvert should be installed sometime this spring.    

Richard stated that the County received a $15,000 TSEP grant and the County provided a $15,000 match to have the preliminary report done.  This $15,000 match can be used as part of the construction match.

Harold Brown asked if the County would put a speed limit on Frying Pan Road.  Richard stated that a 35 mph limit could be posted.  There was discussion as to the enforcement of the speed limit.

There was no opposition to the bridge replacements.

Bill stated that is very important to have support letters for these projects.

Jim Peret thanked the County for having the meeting to address the bridge problems.

The hearing was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
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