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March 19, 2007


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

March 19, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on March 19, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the March 8 and 12, 2007 meetings were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the minutes of the March 8 and 12, 2007 meetings be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for March 11 – 17, 2007.


Dillon Area

· Gravel was hauled to Big Sheep Creek Road, Rebich Lane, and Bloody Dick Road.

· Washouts on Blacktail Road and Bloody Dick Road were repaired.

· Culverts on School House Road were thawed.

· Weight limit signs were installed on area paved roads.

· Sweetwater Road, Blacktail Road, and Anderson Lane were bladed.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Local area roads were checked

· Gravel was hauled to Big Sheep Creek Road.

· The South Valley Road was plowed.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Culvert crossing on Twin Lake Road and Upper North Fork Road were repaired.

· The Scenic Byway at Polaris was plowed.

· A tractor backhoe was moved to Wisdom.

· Culverts in the Wisdom and Jackson area were cleaned.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Chairman Haugland said that Nate Finch has retained Jim McIsaac to do an appraisal on the Jackson shop property.  The appraisal should be done within 2 or 3 weeks.  Nate is going to donate the property and Jim McIsaac will donate the appraisal.


Richard reported that many of the County roads are breaking up and some culverts have been washed out, but most of the roads are passable.  Bloody Dick Road is flagged but passable.  Bannack Bench Road was washed out and had culverts full of ice.


Commissioner McGinley mentioned the Eliason Lane Project.  Richard will call Paul Rebich about this project and get started with it this year.


Richard informed the Commissioners that he met with the Dillon Cemetery Board last week to discuss the different options for changing the entrance of the Cemetery because of the Sweetwater Road project.  


Richard reported that the engineer’s estimate for the Blacktail Deer Creek Flood Mitigation project has not been received yet.


Richard informed the Commissioners that Morrison Mearle Engineering would start surveying for the 3rd Avenue Bridge project in Lima.


Richard reported that the Centennial Valley Road will be opened this week and that the ice on the road at Tipton Creek has all melted off.


Richard informed the Commissioners that he would be testifying at the Legislature this afternoon on the bridge bill and that next week he will be gone to MACRS.  Richard left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland informed the other Commissioners that Craig Osterman from the Treasurer State Alliance would like to meet with the Commissioners on April 12 regarding an inventory roadless petition.  A tentative time was set for 3:00 p.m.


Commissioner Rice said that a meeting on a draft county wilderness bill will be held on Thursday, March 29, 2007, at 1 p.m.  in the Headwaters’ RC&D conference room at Butte.


County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting.  Kurt reported that he has sent the final copy of the County Ditch Culvert Agreement to Ernie Harvey.  Ernie is going to get signatures of all the parties involved.  Even if some of the parties involved don’t sign the agreement, Ernie can still install the culvert because it will not impede the water.


Kurt reported that he talked to John Whittingham of Basic Biological Services.  John has the fencing material and is ready to proceed with the project.  In the near future Kurt will contact J.S. Turner to get the building removed, etc.


Marv informed the Commissioners that a hearing on the recall petition for the Dillon Mayor would be August 30, 2007.


Kurt will call Earl Myers about the lot he purchased in Monida.  Kurt and Marv left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland informed the other Commissioners that Editor of the Montana Standard Jerry O’Brian has asked that a Commissioner attend a meeting on March 21 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the Heritage Room at the University of Montana-Western.  Commissioner Rice will try to attend this meeting.


Commissioner Rice asked the other Commissioners for a letter of endorsement for his appointment to the BLM’s Resource Advisory Council.  The Commissioners agreed to write a letter of endorsement.  


The Commissioners agreed to have a letter sent to Dillon District Ranger Tom Osen regarding the Birch Creek Fuels Mitigation project.


Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting. Jay informed that Commissioners that a part-time dispatcher has quit her job because her husband has retained a job out of town.  Jay has to hire and train another dispatcher. The Commissioners and Jay reviewed the Sheriff’s budgets and discussion ensued about the budget problems.  


Chairman Haugland recessed the Commissioners’ meeting at 11:00 a.m.  


The following E911 Committee members were present for the E911 Committee meeting:  Chairman Larry Laknar, EMS Representative George Bradley, Commission Chairman Garth Haugland, City Representative Swede Troedsson, and Sheriff Jay Hansen. Member Absent:  Vice-Chairman John Gutcheck, Fire Representative Bev McDougal. Others present:  Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice, E911 Coordinator Scott Marsh, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Larry called the meeting to order and roll call was taken. Jay distributed agendas.


Larry asked for additions or corrections to the February 26, 2007 minutes.  There being none, the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Swede moved and Garth seconded that the minutes be approved as submitted.  The motion carried unanimously.


Jay distributed copies of the draft Bylaws for review.


Jay said that he forgot to put the term limits on elected positions and that he would make this correction.


There was discussion about Section VII, Subsection 2 – Presentation and Approval of Budget.  It was suggested that “Administrative Board” be changed to “Board of Commissioners”.  Discussion ensued and it was suggested that this Subsection was not necessary.  

MOTION:
Garth moved that Subsection 2 of Section VII be deleted.  Swede amended the motion to include that Subsection 3 become Subsection 2. Jay seconded the motion and the amendment.  The motion carried unanimously.












The new Subsection 2 of Section VII was discussed.  It was suggested that “BCC” in this section be written out as “Beaverhead County Commissioners.”  

MOTION:
Jay moved that in the new Subsection 2 of Section VII “BCC” in be written out as “Beaverhead County Commissioners”.  Swede seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 














Section VIII – Amendment to Bylaws was discussed. There was discussion whether on or not the chairperson votes on every motion or if he/she just votes when there is a tie vote.  It was suggested that the Bylaws should include a statement that the meetings would be run under the Robert’s Rules of Order.

MOTION:
Swede moved that the sentence “Meetings will be conducted using the revised Robert’s Rules of Order” be added to Section III, Subsection 1.  George seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 


MOTION:
Swede moved that the sentence  “The chairperson does not have a vote accept to break a tie” be added to Section IV, Subsection 1.  Garth seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

MOTION:
Swede moved that the last sentence in Section VIII be deleted.  George seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

MOTION:
Swede moved that the Bylaws be accepted as amended.  George seconded and the motion carried unanimously.











George asked about seeing the new E911 center.  Jay stated that it was not ready to visit yet.


Scott gave a history and an update of the County’s E911 project.


Scott mentioned that there is a bill in the Legislature this year that if passed would add another 50 cents to cell phone bills.  Twenty-five cents would go to the counties for E911 and 25 cents would go to the cell provider.  There is also a $1 charge on telephones lines, and from this the County receives $15,000 a quarter.


There was discussion regarding cell coverage in the County.  A cell tower is being installed behind Clark Canyon Dam and another one is being installed past Lima at Two Axe Creek.  


A $36,000 Homeland Security Grant was used for the E911 project and $50,000 from a Lewis and Clark Grant was used for dispatchers’ salaries.  The rest of the money for the E911 project comes out of the E911 fund. A building was built between the Old Jail and the Law Enforcement Annex for the new E911 equipment.


Jay stated that some of the counties are using Century as their E911 provider and asked why Beaverhead County chose to stay with Qwest. Scott stated that Century‘s bid was $21,000 and Qwest’s bid was $15,000.  Century’s monthly bill was $400 more than Qwest’s monthly bill.  When the decision to stay with Qwest was made a few years ago, it was felt that the County would be better served by staying with Qwest.  Most of the counties adjacent to Beaverhead County, except for Madison County, have stayed with Qwest.   Qwest also offered a seven-year contract when the County goes live for E911; Century only offered a three-year contract.   Jay stated that he heard that if a line goes down, Qwest will make the switch to Basic E911 not Enhanced and that maybe Century has the ability to make the switch to Enhanced.  Scott will call Qwest about this matter.


MOTION:
Swede moved and Jay seconded that the meeting be adjourned.











The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m.


At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Haugland opened the public hearing to discontinue the following alley in the unincorporated townsite of Argenta, Montana: That portion of the unnamed alley being bound on the north between lots 1, 2, & 3 of Block 11 and bound on the south between lots 4, 5, & 6 of Block 11.  Argenta Street borders to the east and Bannack Street to the west.  Present:  All Commissioners, Mark Thorpe, Dan Fraser, Jean Conklin, and Secretary Patti Odasz.


The notice of hearing was read. A letter from John Sudberry was read for the record.  Mr. Sudberry does not have an objection to the County abandoning the alley.  However, he does not want to see Argenta and Bannack Streets closed.  Mr. Sudberry also mentioned in his letter that he would like to see the fence that is in the middle of Argenta Street removed. 

Chairman Haugland asked for comments. Mark stated that this alley has not been used for a long time. Dan showed pictures of the area where the alley should be located. There was no visible sign of an alley, but the pictures showed a ditch running through the area.  This ditch at one time was used for irrigation.  Jean stated that years ago Argenta was an incorporated town and that that the water rights for the ditch are in the Argenta Townsite name.  There is a ditch rider on this ditch, and the domestic water right on the ditch comes from Rattlesnake Creek not Kelly Reservoir.  Jean stated that she is not opposed to the abandonment of the alley.

Commissioner McGinley asked Mark and Dan why they want the alley abandoned?  Mark said that he was going to sell his property and that the realtor suggested that the alley be abandoned.  Dan said that with the alley being platted, anyone would have the right to drive through it and that there are buildings on the alley location.  Jean mentioned that in the future, if the town is developed, the alley could be used for placement of a sewer line.  Commissioner McGinley stated that he is concerned that if the alley is abandoned, it could hamper future growth.  There was discussion that the lot sizes are not large enough to allow a septic system to be installed.


Chairman Haugland asked for further comments. There being no further comments, Chairman Haugland adjourned the public hearing and reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting.  


Chairman Haugland asked for a motion on the matter of the abandonment of the alley in Argenta.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the portion of the unnamed alley being bound on the north between lots 1, 2, & 3 of Block 11 and bound on the south between lots 4, 5, & 6 of Block 11 be abandoned. The motion carried 2 to 1 with Commissioner McGinley voting against the motion.











Warranty Deeds conveying this property to Mark and Dan will be filed in the Clerk and Recorder’s Office.  Dan, Mark, and Jean left the meeting.


Aggie Helle, Kathy Konan, Dillon City Operations Director J.S. Turner, and County Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Rick showed the Commissioners a preliminary copy of the Village Vista LLC Boundary Relocation survey and distributed copies of a letter from the Dillon City Planning Board.  This survey reconfigures lots 2 – 9 of the Tessiers Subdivision No. 2.  The proposal is to reconfigure eight of the  to traditional sized town lots thus making one larger lot..  The property is in the County but surrounded by the City. MCA 76-3-207 (2)(a) states that a reconfiguration of 6 or more lots must be reviewed and approved by the governing body.  The Planning Board reviewed this survey but had no input.  Rick called MACo Joint Powers Insurance Authority Attorney Myra Schultz about this matter and she said to make sure that the process was open and public.  The developers chose to reconfigure the lots and then will ask the City for annexation.  The letter from the City Planning Board was reviewed.  The City Planning Board recommends to the County that Tessiers Subdivision No. 2 be approved with conditions: 1) The owner be required to establish a grade in conjunction with the City of Dillon Public Works Director along Barnett and Oliver Streets by installing concrete curbs, gutters, and sidewalks along the south side of lots 3 –8 and along the east side of lot 8.  2) Waiver of right to protest SID.  This waiver would be binding and would run with the land.  There was much discussion about the County not having the authority to impose any conditions because this is a reconfiguration survey, not a subdivision.  J.S. described the City’s processes for annexation.  J.S. also stated that the City does not have the authority to impose conditions on this configuration because it is not a subdivision.  Aggie stated that she would not mind setting a curb or gutter because she likes to see things done right and because it would also enhance the value of the property.  Kathy stated that she feels that either condition would not be a problem.  J.S. stated that the City would hire a firm to design all of Barnett Street; that Barnett Street would not be designed a portion at a time.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the reconfiguration of the Tessier Subdivision No. 2 be approved without conditions.  The motion carried unanimously.











Kathy, Aggie, and Rick left the meeting.


The Commissioners discussed SB 345 Building Setbacks.  The Commissioners would like to see this Senate Bill killed.  


Beaverhead County High School (BCHS) Transportation Supervisor Kirt Bergeson joined the meeting.  A security light was installed on BCHS’ bus building so the light pole that is in the middle of the BCHS lot is no longer needed. BCHS is going to have this pole removed but it affects the light pole that is located between BCHS’s property and the Search and Rescue building.  Kirt asked if the Commissioners would have any objections to having the pole between the properties removed.  The Commissioners had no objection. Kirt and J.S. left the meeting.


Barrett Hospital CEO Steve Hanna and Public Health Nurse Sue Hansen joined the meeting.  Steve distributed a draft copy of the lease for a portion of the Community Services Building. Steve informed the Commissioners that the Community Heath Clinic (CHC) might relocate to the Community Services Building. If this happens, Public Health would be moved from the center of the building to the west side. Sue has no objection with moving because the west side of the building has more square feet.  If the move takes place the budget will need to be recalculated to reflect the increased footage.   There was discussion about the lease payments. Steve said that the Hospital could wait for a month or two for the first lease payment because the County owes the Hospital a payment of 2.5 mills by June 30.   The Commissioners will give the lease to the County Attorney for review.


Sue informed the Commissioners that she is disappointed in the lack of response from Butte regarding the Family Planning Clinic.  If Butte will not agree to accept Beaverhead County’s Family Planning as a satellite, she is not sure if family planning can be kept available in the County. Sue has contacted the University for help because a large part of the patient load is from the University.  The University cannot help and it contracts with CHC.  Sue will call Butte Family Planning again; if this does not work, she will have the Commissioners write a letter.


Steve has received feedback from the Hospital Board that the County does not have the expertise to run public health. Steve wants to make sure the public knows that Sue Hansen, the expert who is running it now, will still run the Public Health Department. Dillon Tribune Reporter Barb Bauerle joined the meeting.  When the time comes, the County and Hospital will make a joint press release.  Sue and Steve left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media.


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the March 11-17, 2007 invoices for a total of $13,906.62. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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