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March 21, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, March 21, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie Flynn and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for March 13-19, 2011 was submitted:

DILLON AREA
· Plowed snow on the following roads: Medicine Lodge, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324) and Lemhi Pass.
· Bladed on the following roads: Overland, spots on Flynn Lane and Old Stage Road.
· Poured concrete on the Birch Creek Bridge project.
· Hauled riprap from the Tash Gravel Pit at Polaris, GP 116 for the Birch Creek Bridge project.
· Removed snow on the Old Canyon Road.
· Removed ice on Bachelor Mountain Road.
· Road checked local area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.
LIMA AREA
· Plowed snow on the following roads: Big Sheep Creek, River, Little Sheep Creek, and all lanes between Lima and Dell.
· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.
· Equipment service and repair.
WISDOM AREA 
· Plowed snow on the following roads: Skinner Meadows, Rock Creek, Twin Lakes, Miner Lake, Little Lake Creek, Big Swamp Creek, Big Lake Creek, Warm Springs, Upper and Lower North Fork.
· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.
Scott reported that the new mechanic Mike Marsh started work today.

Scott informed the Commissioners that last week he received a call about the poor condition of Armstead Road, which is a County road.  Options as to how to fix this road were discussed.  Scott will talk to a Gilman Construction representative as to how and if Gilman Construction could upgrade this road.

Don Hand, President of the Snowriders Snowmobile Club called and talked to the Commissioners via speakerphone about the two foot drop on the snowmobile trail by a bridge and the snow being removed on this section of the snowmobile trail located the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway.  Don stated that this matter is a serious issue for the snowmobilers, which needs to be solved before someone is hurt or killed.  Scott will meet with Don onsite at 1:00 p.m. today for an inspection and to determine how this problem can be solved.  

Scott verbally informed the Commissioners of the following estimates for projects:

Culvert on Buster Brown Road - $3,500

Culvert on the LaCense Ditch – Flynn Lane - $6,500

Culvert  on Bender Creek located on the Gibbons Road - $8,000

Two culverts by the Weaver resident on the Upper North Fork Road and culverts on  Twin Lakes Road - $6,300

Scott and Jim will do an inspection of the Bender Creek Bridge to find out the condition of the Bridge’s footing.

The Road and Bridge Budgets were reviewed and discussed.  At a later date, the Commissioners will let Scott know what materials can be ordered.

Jim stated that he has not finished the design for the Dillon Shop floor project.

The Commissioners approved the temporary hire of Mike Shafer when most of the road crew attend the MACRS conference in Great Falls next week.

Jim informed the Commissioners that the crane for the Birch Creek Bridge Project would be here today.  This project should be completed by mid April.  When the project is completed man-hours and fuel costs will be submitted for Title III monies. The temporary bridge will then be moved to Corinne Trail.

Jim reported that last Thursday he went to the Legislature regarding the TSEP program. Bridges are still included in the funding.  The Appropriations Committee passed an amendment limiting 20 percent of TSEP funding for bridges projects. If the TSEP Bill is passed into law, the County will have to budget match monies for the next two years totally approximately $426,000.  These monies will be used to replace the Anderson Lane Bridge, Steele Creek Bridge, and the Bannack Bench Road Bridge.

Jim will mail the TSEP emergency fund letter for the Dickie Bridge today.

Last week Jim conducted a walk through for the jail security upgrade project  with the contractor.  There were no major issues and the project is essential complete.

Opening and Action on Ten Mile Road Fencing Bids:

Solid Waste Supervisor Larry Laknar joined the meeting and submitted three bids for the Ten Mile Road Fencing project.  One change was made to the plan, which  was removing the shape corner.  The project is 3,700 feet long and consists of 12.2 acres.  Four-wire fencing will be used.

The bids are as follows:

Pierce Fencing and Trucking:  $14,292.62 (Included bond and insurance.)

Anderson Fencing:  
$12,781.20 (Included bond and insurance.)

Corman Contracting: 
$17,575.00 (Did not include bond or insurance.)

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice    moved and Commissioner McGinley 

             
seconded that the Ten Mile Road Fencing Bid be awarded to Anderson Fencing. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Larry has received two estimates for two solid waste canisters. 

Capital Industries, Seattle, Washington - $12,960 each (corrugated or smoothed sides)

Travis Derby, Sheridan, MT - $12,800 each (smoothed sided.)

Larry showed the Commissioners a picture of a new style of canister  from Capital Industries that has corrugated sides.  Larry has talked to the County’s Solid Waste employees and Madison County Solid Waste employees about this new style.  All the employees liked the old design with smooth sides better because the smooth sides don’t freeze as easy.

Mr. Derby has provided two canisters to Madison County.  Madison County Solid Waste representatives like these canisters better because the lids open further.  The Commissioners stated that the County likes to support local businesses.  Larry and Tom will drive to Sheridan this week to inspect these canisters.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the canister bid be awarded to Travis Derby.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Adoption of Amended County Wildfire Protection Plan:

Fire Warden Scott Marsh and Dillon City Operations Manager J.S. Turner joined the meeting. The Commissioners reviewed the amended County Wildfire Protection Plan as presented by Fire Warden Scott Marsh.  Scott informed the Commissioners that Bruce Suenram from Fire Logistics updated the plan.  Scott has checked the list of changes that the County, state and federal agencies suggested and all changes have been made. The wildland interface areas were increased in size.  Bruce detailed several projects and did a thorough job of explaining the fire districts’ locations, etc. Included in this update were roads within the County that are one way in and one way out that service significant areas with population or infrastructure.  These roads are: Argenta Road, Big Sheep Creek Road, Birch Creek Road, Little Sheep Creek Road, Medicine Lodge Road, Miner Lake Road, Rock Creek Road, and Trapper Creek Road. It is crucial that these roads and the bridges are maintained to handle water tenders. The names of the personnel listed in the Plan were also updated. State law mandates that the Wildland Protection Plan be updated every five years.  

The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Beaverhead County’s Wildfire Protection Plan be adopted as amended.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business:

J.S. updated the Commissioners on the City of Dillon’s Tree Board.  This Board is sponsoring a tree and shrub pruning clinic at the Dillon Fire Hall on April 9, 2011.  The Red Cherry shrubbery on the south side of the hall will be pruned. On April 14, 2011, at the Chamber Office Mike Garvey from the DNRC will be conducting a Forest Health Workshop.

The new census was discussed. Neither the Commissioners or J.S. have seen the census for Dillon.

J.S. reported that the City of Dillon used its camera on the Jackson sewer lines.  The pipes look good.  J.S. feels the problem is with the check valve in the affluent pump and the build up of grease; mainly a maintenance problem. A pressure device should be used to clean the pipes and a bacterial additive used to eat the grease.

Commissioner McGinley informed the other Commissioners that last week the Commissioners giving testimony at the hearing on SB 117,Coordination between counties, districts, and federal government, were questioned if the Commissioners were giving testimony as an unanimous decision for their respective counties or as individuals. Commissioner McGinley testified that the Beaverhead County Commission voted unanimously to oppose this bill.

Jim brought in the TSEP Planning Grant Application for the Commissioners’ signatures.  The Commissioners signed the application.

Computer Coordinator Chris Kraft joined the meeting to give his recommendations to the Commissioners for Internet Service and for the networking.

Chris recommended that the County contract with Bresnan Communications as its Internet provider for $199.95 per month.  For $15 a month Bresnan will provide 50 POP3 emails.

Chris recommended that the County hire Greg Leonardson, owner of the local business “The Computer Guy”, to provide the networking for the Internet service.  The cost is $2,400 for the hardware and $40 per hour onsite with a one-year contract.  The other quotes were comparable except one was $65 per hour and the other was $95 dollars per hour and both entities were from out of town.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the County contract with Bresnan as its Internet provider and to contract with Greg Leonardson for the networking within the Courthouse. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Minutes:

The minutes of the March 14, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the March 14, 2011 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Lunch Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Legislative Update:

Steve Jennings and County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting. Commissioner McGinley gave the following updates:

HB2 – General Appropriations Act: This Bill includes 15 million dollars for the biennium, TSEP monies, etc.  There is a hearing today, which MACo Executive Director Harold Blattie will be attending.

HB 622 - Revising funding for livestock mitigation and control of predatory animals:  MACo is opposing this Bill.  This Bill would allow money to be taken from the Predatory Fund to pay for reimbursement of livestock destroyed by predators.

Senate Joint Resolution 12 - Resolution urging oil and gas leasing of federal land:  This Resolution will go to the Governor and Washington, D.C.

HB 530 - Allow election judges to prepare absentee ballots before Election Day:  This Bill would allow election judges to begin preparing absentee ballots before election day.

HB 391 - Prohibit local initiative from establishing priority of enforcement of state law.    MACo is staying away from this Bill.

HB 522 - Extend approval of subdivision application to mutually agreed upon time:  This Bill would authorize a governing body to extend the approval of a subdivision application and preliminary plat for a mutually agreed-upon period of time; requiring the agreement for the extension to be in writing; providing that a governing body may issue more than one extension; and amending section 76-3-610.

HB 230 - Transfer board of crime control to corrections: This Bill would transfer the board of crime control and its functions from the department of justice to the department of corrections; reducing the size of the board; providing an implementation procedure; expressing legislative intent for a reduced level of funding; eliminating a staff position. 
The Board of Crime Control is lobbing the counties to oppose this Bill.  Harold Blattie is arguing that it would take years to transfer all the Board’s information.  The sponsor of the Bill says it will take 24 hours to transfer all the information.  This Bill could be killed

SB 212: Clarify FWP authority to manage wild buffalo or bison:  Leslie Robins from Phillips County is taking the lead on this Bill.

SB 237 - Clarify FWP authority to manage wild buffalo or bison:  The counties are dealing with this Bill.

SB 412 - Revise laws to temporarily exempt tribal fee land in trust land process:  An act providing a temporary tax exemption for property owned by a federally recognized Montana Indian tribe when the property has a federal trust application pending; providing that existing tax liens are not extinguished; providing rulemaking authority; and providing a delayed effective date. MACo might oppose this Bill.

HB 279 - Providing disaster and emergency services to tribal governments.  The Tribes want access to the 2 mill emergency monies.  The Tribes do not have any way to levy mills.

HB 297 - Extend time frames to preserve historic right of way for state lands.  This Bill would extend the time frame for the counties to obtain rights-of-ways on state lands.  This Bill will not affect Beaverhead County because the County has completed this process already.

HB 20 - Authorize county social host liability ordinances.  This Bill is a MACo Bill, which is in the Senate.  If it is put into law MACo will draft an ordinance for the Counties.

HB 89 - Reduce DEQ and local sanitation review times.  This Bill has been amended.  The review times have been decreased by five days.  If a sanitation package is submitted to DEQ and is not complete, DEQ will throw it out and the applicant will have to start over.

SB 283 - Revise process for changing county boundaries.  The sponsor may kill this Bill.

SB 298 - Revise land use laws regarding wildland urban interface:  This Bill will not allow counties to deny a subdivision sole upon the wildland interface.

Senate Joint Resolution 7 - Resolution opposing clean waters restoration act and navigable rivers.  MACo supports this Bill.

SB 117 - Coordination between counties, districts, and federal government:  The Commissioners and MACo are opposing this Bill.  Coordination will not nullify federal supremacy.  This Bill is not needed because coordination works without this Bill.

HB 309 - Clarify prohibition on recreational access to ditches:  This Bill was discussed.

HB 117 - Require collection of DNA samples from offenders under interstate compact.  This Bill has been tabled.

HB 198 – an act clarifying a public utility's power of eminent domain; clarifying that a person issued a certificate under the major facility siting act has the power of eminent domain; and providing an immediate effective date and a retroactive applicability date.  This Bill was discussed.

Other topics of discussion:

At this time no other topics were brought up for discussion.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the February 27 – March 5, 2011 invoices for a total of $32,514.47, beginning with check #179463 and ending with check #179506. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were received.

Pam Walling from MACo Health Care Trust:

Pam Walling joined the meeting and distributed copies of the 2010 – 2011 Benefit Summary.  Pam reviewed the changes that have been made because of the Insurance Reform Act.  Pam will meet with the employees tomorrow to review these changes.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.
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