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March 23, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, March 23, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the March 16, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the March 16, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting and submitted the Road Department Report for March 15 – 21, 2009:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow on the following roads and lanes:  Elkhorn, Medicine Lodge, Bannack Pass, Lemhi Pass and Bloody Dick.

· Hauled gravel to the Stevenson Road for the road reconstruction.

· Road checked Dillon, Glen and Horse Prairie and Elkhorn area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on the South Valley Road.

· Bladed the River Road.

· Cut willows on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Hauled gravel to Stevenson Road for the road reconstruction.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on all Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Plowed the streets of Wisdom.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Randy Smith has asked about the status of two cattleguards that former Road Manager promised to have installed on Schoolhouse Road.  Chairman Rice will call Randy regarding this matter.

Chairman Rice was contacted by Mr. Newby from Monida regarding the right-of-way on the section of the Centennial Valley Road that runs through Monida.  Chairman Rice will have GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh research this right-of-way.

The Commissioners reviewed estimates for two pickup trucks.  One truck is a 2009 ¾ ton, 4-wheel drive Chevy for $29,315 and the other truck is a 2009 Chevy for $26,155.  This includes the rebate of $3,500 per truck.  The rebate will end the first of April.  

The mileage on the Road Department’s present trucks was reviewed.  It was discussed that some of these trucks should be put into an auction.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the County purchase for the Road Department the two above-mentioned trucks from Beaverhead Motors. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











The Commissioners will ask the Road Department personnel to cull a few trucks from the fleet.

Jamie informed the Commissioners that the MSHA training for tomorrow was cancelled due to weather and was rescheduled for April 9, 2009.  

Sheriff’s Office Update:
The Sheriff was unable to make his appointment.

Old Business / Other Business:

The Commissioners reviewed their individual meeting schedules for the week.

The Commissioners discussed Title IV.  When Secured Rural School funding sunsets, the 25 percent will be reinstated.  Title IV has been amended as follows: 

 That an amount equal to the annual average of 25 percent of all amounts received for the applicable fiscal year and each of the preceding six fiscal years from each national forest shall be paid.   

This will leave the County short on revenue because there is very little activity on the Forest in Beaverhead County, i.e. timber, mining, etc.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting. Jed has talked to Surveyor Erland Gendreau and GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh regarding the Grant, Montana survey.  Jed wants to make sure the information is correct.

Jed stated that he needed to talk with the Commissioners about litigation and asked that the discussion be off the record.  After the litigation was discussed, Jed asked that the meeting be back on the record.

The changes have been made that Jody Webster requested on the “Permissive Use Agreement” for a BCHS bus turn-around on her property.  Commissioner Haugland will give BCHS Bus Supervisor Kirk Bergeson the agreement for Jody’s signature.

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer briefly joined the meeting to report that the Lovell Road project has been completed.

Drought Task Force:

The following members of the Drought Task Force joined the meeting:
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Introductions were given and Chairman Rice turned the meeting over to Larry.   Agendas and other information were distributed.

Chairman Rice read the following report on the status of the Clark Canyon Dam and the Lima Reservoir:

Bureau of Reclamation/East Bench Irrigation/Clark Canyon Water Users


Clark Canyon Dam


Storage:


February 28, 2009  – Elevation:
5,534.45
Storage: 118,723 Acre Feet


February 29., 2009 – Elevation:
5,531.83
Storage: 107,796 Acre Feet



Difference

   +10,927  Acre Feet


Present Elevation: 5,536.24 feet             Present Storage:  126,555 Acre Feet







86% of Average


INFLOWS


February 2009:
13,877 Acre Feet
248 CFS/day  -103% of average



February 2008:
  8,820 Acre Feet
151 CFS/day -   65% of average


Inflows:  (Last five days Average):  283 cfs/day


Releases:


February 2009:
1,820 Acre Feet
 Gain in storage: 12,057 Acre Feet


February 2007:        2,100 Acre Feet
 Gain in Storage:  6,944 Acre Feet


Present releases:  34 cfs


Lima Dam

February 23, 2009
 Elevation:  6,572.39 Feet





 Storage:  36,308 Acre Feet – 93% of Avg. 


No release or inflow information.

Chairman Rice reported that a tentative allotment on Clark Canyon Dam has been set.  It is 35 cfs for the valley and 27 cfs for the East Bench.  This is one step down in the Drought Plan.  These tentative allotments were set because snowpack is less than last year and the storage more than last year.  On April 6th a meeting will be held to reevaluate these allotments.                                                  

The Big Hole Basin Snowpack Update was reviewed.

NRCS:

No report was given.

Wildfires:

DNRC

DNRC will be able to staff three type six engines and should be fully staffed by the end of May or the first of June.

Forest Service 

The Forest Service will be staffing an initial attack module of six, an engine module of five, two overhead positions, and will assign two extra positions this year that will be assigned to the helicopter that is part of the national Swift Program. There might be an opportunity to for obtaining get a Type One aircraft.  There will be a repel platform stationed here or at Twin Bridges with a 10 person repel crew.  The Forest Service should be fully staffed by the first of June.  The Forest Service would like to meet with County representatives and representatives from the volunteer fire departments regarding the Cooperators’ Plan .At this time the urban interface is the same as the past.

Grazing

Forest Service

The Forest Service is meeting with the permittees.

National Weather Service
Gina Loss from the National Weather Service gave her power point presentation of drought conditions in Beaverhead County via the Internet and conference call.  

Farm Service Agency

No report was given.

City of Dillon 
No report was given.

Extension Service
No report was given.
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
No report was given.

Drought Report
Larry gave a power point presentation on the flood/surcharge of Clark Canyon Dam, Beaverhead County’s drought status, and several different Snotel sites.  

Other Business

The Montana DNRC Water Resources Division, State Water Projects Bureau, February 28,2009 chart was reviewed.

The Montana Drought Advisory Committee
This Committee will meet on Thursday, April 16, 2009.
Next Meeting
The next Drought Task Force meeting will be Monday, April 13, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Review and Action on Airport Project Construction Bids:

The Commissioners received an email from Engineer Rick Donaldson of Peccia and Associates informing them that Dave Stelling at the FAA today wants the County to not submit a Recommendation of Award Letter since there will be somewhat of a delay in the Part B funding.  The Commissioners took no action the Airport Project Construction bids.

 
Planner Rick Hartz - Final Plat of the Wilson Creek Minor Subdivision:

Planner Rick Hartz and Developers Bennett and Dynne Owen joined the meeting.  Previous to the meeting the Commissioners were given copies of the final report for this Subdivision informing the Commissioners that all the conditions of approval that were placed on this subdivision at the time of preliminary plat approval (February 23, 2009) have been met or otherwise satisfied, with the exception of condition of approval #14. 

Condition #14 required that construction of a cul-de-sac or hammerhead turn around at the end of the access road as per county subdivision regulations.  The owners of record have submitted a check for 125% of the estimated cost of this small improvement and have noted a completion date early this summer.  Beaverhead County will hold this check pending completion of the improvement. The Commission must also sign the attached affidavit lifting the agricultural covenant for C.O.S. # 1548 AE.  This affidavit will be recorded prior to the recording of the Wilson Creek Subdivision Final Plat in the Clerk and Recorder’s office.  The Planning Department recommends approval of the Wilson Creek Minor Subdivision with the above items noted. 

 After the Commissioners were given the Final Report Condition #14, the construction of the cul-de-sac has been completed and the check has been voided.

During the Preliminary Plat review of this Subdivision, the County Commissioners indicated that once this property has gone through subdivision review and any conditions imposed for final plat approval have been met; they would lift the agricultural covenant on Survey #1548 AE. 
MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Final Plat of the Wilson Creek Minor Subdivision be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

The Commissioners signed the affidavit.

The people who own a manufactured home by the Dewey Fishing access want to replace it with a new manufactured home in the same location.  If the new home were bigger it would not be a large expansion.    This home was originally grandfathered in when the Development Standards were adopted.  Rick was told that the Commissioners did not have a problem with the replacement of this home with a new manufactured home.

Appointment to Human Resource Council:

At this time the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Chairman Rice seconded that Garth Haugland be appointed to the Human Resource Council; there is no expiration date for this position. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

The Commissioners reviewed a letter from Clerk of Court Sheila Brunkhorst requesting that warrant #21452 issued on June 19, 2007 to Michael Thomas Carroll for $780 not be cancelled.  This warrant was cashed in a timely manner, but the County Treasurer took it out of the wrong fund.  The Treasurer is making the proper correction.   

\

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that warrant #21452 issued on June 19, 2007 to Michael Thomas Carroll for $780 not be canceled.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

The Commissioners have received a letter for the Lima City Council asking that a Commissioner attend the next Lima City Council meeting to discuss the Resource Use Plan, etc.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the March 15 – 21, 2009 invoices for a total of $33,808.64. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

J.S. Turner joined the meeting and asked what the Commissioners thought about the Forest Plan.  They informed J.S. that the County was going to appeal the Plan.  There was discussion about collaboration, cooperation, coordination, and issues that citizens have with the Forest Plan.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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