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March 28, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, March 28, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the March 21, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice 

seconded that the minutes of the March 21, 2011 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Employee Bob Ferris, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie   Flynn, GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for March 20-26, 2011 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Scenic Byway at Elkhorn, Bloody Dick, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Lemhi Pass, Old Canyon and Brenner.

· Bladed on the following roads:  Sweetwater and Carter Creek.

· Worked on the Birch Creek Bridge project.

· Flood control on Bachelor Mountain Road.

· Moved equipment.

· Yard maintenance.

· Road checked local area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Big Sheep Creek and Lima Dam.

· Bladed on the Old Armstead Road.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Skinner Meadows, Upper North Fork, Steel Creek, Little Lake Creek and Miner Lake.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Bob reported that roads would be bladed this week, that next week the Birch Creek Bridge project will be completed, and that the graveling of Birch Creek Road will be started next week.

New mechanic Mike Marsh is in the process of getting the dump trucks and the pup trailers ready for the spring and summer.

Bob reported that more patching material needs to be purchased.

Polly informed the Commissioners that one section of Webster Lane there is a continuous series of potholes in one lane, which essentially makes it a one-lane road.  Bob will do an inspection of Webster Lane.

Jim informed the Commissioners that starting April 5, Gaston Engineering would be doing geotech site survey work on Laknar Lane, Webster Lane, and Schuler Lane. This project should be completed by April 6.

Jim informed the Commissioners that HB 351 - TSEP Funding, passed its third reading in the House and has been passed to the Senate.  Beaverhead County’s bridge projects ranked 10 out of 30.  If the Bill passes it would provide funding for 30 projects.

Jim reported that Beaverhead County’s emergency TSEP funding request for the Dickey Bridge Project was approved.  The Department of Transportation (MDOT) awarded the bid to Tammietti House Moving and Construction.  Tammietti will start the project today.  The project cost will be approximately $70,000 plus $7,000 for engineering.  MDOT is handling all of the contracts. Beaverhead County has agreed to fund $10,000 out of the Disaster Fund and $30,000 from TSEP.  Jim will find out today what Butte-Silver Bow County is funding.  MDOT will cover the remainder of the cost.

GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh distributed information packets and maps regarding the bridge over Bender Creek on Gibbons Road.  In the Commissioners’ journals and petitions it states that in 1937 Gibbons Road was surveyed as follows: beginning at survey station No. 551+20 of which is 600 feet from the ¼ section corner between sections 32 and 33 of T1S, R16W m.p.m. running north on the section line between sections 28 and 29; 20 and 21 township aforesaid, a distance of 11,175 feet to survey station No. 662+95, which said point is identical with the ¼ section corner between sections 20 and 21 township aforesaid is abandoned.  Jim stated that the County does not have a file on the bridge in question.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that with the information provided, the Commissioners are assuming that the abovementioned section of Gibbons Road is not a County road, therefore the bridge would not be the County’s responsibility.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner McGinley brought up for discussion the following letter the Commissioners received from the United States Department of Agriculture:
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Dear County Commissioners,

Late last week President Obama signed a Continuing Resolution (CR) that will
appropriate funds to keep the Federal Government operating through April 8. Within
this CR, several budget cuts were imposed, including funding for items designated as
earmarks. Among the many earmarks that were cut was the Tri-State Predator Control
Earmark. This earmark provided wolf and predator control funding to the WS
programs in Montana, Idaho and Wyoming. This is a reduction of $287,000 to the
Montana Wildlife Services program effective October 1, 2010. Due to this budget
reduction, our program cannot continue to operate at current levels and will be
refocusing our service delivery to areas that will allow us to operate within the new
budget allocations.

APHIS is currently looking for temporary solutions to the funding cuts. However,
APHIS is also looking for solutions to their total $27 million budget cuts in this
current fiscal year. Given the current budgetary reality for the Montana WS program,
we must reduce expenses to stay within the new budget allocations. For this reason,
we will immediately reducing the level of wolf and predator damage management
activities, including aerial hunting activities. Since this situation remains in flux,
additional changes in services may be required while others may be restored.

If your County has passed a Cattle Petition Assessment MCA 81-7-602, 81-7-603,
and 81-7-605, this will better allow us with that cooperative funding to maintain a
higher level of support for your county. We are asking you to provide direction on
how to expend County cattle petition funds, especially in regards to wolf depredations
(i.e. using cattle petition funds for aerial hunting of wolves in your county).

‘We understand the current budget cuts will cause some hardship for our Cooperators
and Stakeholders, and we wish there were other options. We will do our best to keep
you abreast of any changes in the future.

CEnn S
Ann Peters Q/é%
Acting State Director




The Predator Control monies are fees that the cattle and sheep producers pay, which are used to pay for predator control.  At this time wolves are not listed as predators.    This letter is essentially asking for permission to use predator control monies for aerial hunting of wolves.  When the wolves were reintroduced, the federal government said that it would pay for expenses the wolves might cause.  The federal government now wants the local producers to pay for the control of wolves.  There was discussion about the possibility of using poison on the wolves and about whether or not it was even legal to divert monies out of the predator control funds to hunt wolves. The Commissioners will look into this matter. No decisions were made.

Commissioner McGinley brought up the subject of reimbursing the Dillon Fire Department for the Christmas tree burn.  The Dillon Fire Department pays for the trees and then burns them so that the trees would not be dumped into the landfill. The County has approximately $300 in the Solid Waste Budget to reimburse the Fire Department for the purchase of the trees. As in the past, when the Dillon Fire District submits an invoice for the burning of Christmas the invoice will be paid.

Chairman Haugland informed the Commissioners that the County has received a letter from MDOT asking if the County has any work planned on state routes listed on the maps that were included with the letter.  Chairman Haugland has talked to Nathan Korb from the Nature Conservancy regarding projects in the Centennial.  At this time the Conservancy has no more money for projects in this area.  If the County does not have any projects planned for Highways 509, 278, or 324 a report was not to be submitted.

Open house for Detention Facility Upgrade:

At this time the Commissioners took a tour of the Detention Facility to see the new upgrades that were made in the last few months.

Lunch Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Human Resource Council Executive Director Elissa Mitchell:

Rick Hartz, the County’s representative on the Human Resource Council, Human Resource Council Executive Director Elissa Mitchell, Energy Division Manager Tim Jacobson, Head Start Director Barb Director Barb Brophy, and Housing Manager/Youth Employment Theresa McCarthy joined the meeting.  
The Human Resources Council, District XII (HRC) is a private, non-profit Community Action Agency headquartered in Butte, Montana governed by an 18-member board of directors.  One-third of the membership is elected officials, 1/3 of the membership is from the low-income population, and 1/3 of the membership consists of community groups. The six county region that HRC administers programs to are: Silver Bow County, Madison County, Granite County, Beaverhead County, Deer Lodge County and Powell County. 

The Council deals with hunger, senior needs, homelessness, affordable housing, heating and energy assistance for low income households, pre-school for low income children, and employment and training for youth.  Primary funding is from Community Service Block Grants (CSBG) from the federal government.  The state has administrative control of these grant monies.  There are approximately 1,200 similar type of agencies across the U.S. that serve 99% of the nations counties and on average leverage $15 for every $1 of block grant money received.

Barb distributed copies of the Head Start 2009-2010 annual report.  Barb explained the Head Start Program in Beaverhead County.

Theresa explained the Low-income Housing Program and Youth and Training Program.

Bob explained the heating and energy assistance for low-income people.

Legislative Update:

Commissioner McGinley gave the following update:

HB 133 - Provide for court orders, fines, liens for noncompliance with noxious weed laws:  Trying to get out of hearing tomorrow.  

HB 643 -Authorize a Montana state bank:  This bill was killed.

HB 198 Generally revise eminent domain laws and HB 240 Revise eminent:  These bills probably won’t pass. There is a Senate Joint Resolution to set up an interim study committee.

SB 357 Revise laws for appointment and election of a resigning county commissioner:  If a county commissioner quits he/she cannot help to pick replacement.  

SB 110 - Exclude land occupied by county road from taxation exclude land occupied by county roads.  This bill will probably pass.  The dollar impact to counties would be minimal.   

Of the 1,110 bills introduced there are 635 still a live.

There was discussion regarding entitlement monies.  The new formula includes a reduced growth factor.   

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:

Commissioner McGinley researched state law regarding predator funds.  Fifty-one percent of the people have to petition the Commissioners to set up a predator fund; this money has to be used for predator control.  Fifty-one percent of the people have to petition the Commissioners to either decrease or increase the fees. At this time wolves are not listed a predators.   

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the March 20 - 26, 2011 invoices for a total of $73,424.55, beginning with check #179508 and ending with check #179561. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were received.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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