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March 29, 2007


March 29, 2007 Session of the County Commissioners


The Beaverhead County Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on March 29, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in the Headwaters RC&D Conference Room, 305 W. Mercury, Butte, Montana. 

Present: 

Beaverhead County Commissioners:  Chairman Garth Haugland, Mike                 McGinley, and Tom Rice.

Anaconda-Deer Lodge County Commissioners: Frank Knudler and Linda Sather.

Butte-Silver Bow County Commissioners:  Charlie O’Leary, Cindi Shaw, and Mark Woody.

Granite County Commissioners:  Susie Browning and Cliff Nelson.

Jefferson County Commissioner:  Ken Weber.

Madison County Commissioners:  Jim Hart and David Schulz.

Powell County Commissioner:  Rem Mannix

Others Present: Eldon Ayers, Dillon Tribune Reporter Barbara Bauerle, and Beaverhead County Commission Secretary Patti Odasz.

Chairman Haugland convened the meeting at 1:10 p.m. and introductions were given.

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the possibly of the Counties that have land within the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest joining together and writing a Wilderness Bill.

Copies of the agenda and copies of the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Conservation Restoration and Stewardship Act of 2007 submitted by the Partnership were distributed.

Each County representative had an opportunity to express his or her opinions and or concerns regarding the Stewardship Act of 2007 and regarding wilderness issues.

There was discussion as to whether the counties want to work together in writing a wilderness bill, and if so, how best to proceed with this endeavor.   The Stewardship Act is already in Washington D.C.  Some Commissioners believe that this Act would supercede the Forest Plan, thus there would be a need for rapid action.  There was also discussion about having release language in the plan.

The consensus was that the Commissioners attending the meeting today, on approval of each individual Board of Commissioners, would try to create a wilderness plan specific for their respective Counties.  The Commissioners of each County will obtain input from all interested groups, i.e. logging, recreation, ranching, environmental, the Forest Service, etc. in their respective Counties.  The Commissioners from each County will then present its County’s concept of wilderness to the other Commissioners of the other Counties.  There was also consensus that release language and NEPA sufficiency language does need to be incorporated into the plan. Tom Rice will email the Counties the draft release language and NEPA sufficiency language of which Beaverhead County has been working. 

The Commissioners from each County will meet on May 10, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. in the Headwaters RC&D Conference Room in Butte to work on combining each County’s concept into one plan.  At the May meeting the other Commissioners can comment on each proposal submitted.

Ken Weber distributed copies of Jefferson County Commission’s “County Rights-of-Way” document and copies of Jefferson County’s draft Rights-of-Way Resolution to give the other Commissioners an idea on which the Jefferson County Commission has been working.

Chairman Haugland asked for public comment. Eldon congratulated the Commissioners for putting forth this effort to create a joint plan.  Eldon described how the Forest Planning process worked to develop the draft Forest Service Plan and how Alternative 5 in the draft Plan was chosen as the preferred alternative.  Eldon mentioned that Idaho has release language in its Wilderness plan that was accepted by Congress.  Because of this Idaho does not have to revisit the Wilderness issue. 

Reporter Barbara Bauerle had no public comment.

It was reiterated that the next meeting of the Counties will be held on Thursday, May 10, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in the Headwaters RC&D Conference Room in Butte.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:07 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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