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March 29, 2009, Special Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in special session on Sunday, March 29, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in the Search and Rescue Building.  This meeting was a joint meeting with the Madison County Commissioners, the Butte-Silver Bow County Commissioners, and the Jefferson County Commissioners, but due to the weather Butte-Silver Bow County and Jefferson County Commissioners were unable to attend

Present: Beaverhead County Commissioners: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Madison County Commissioners

Marilyn Ross and Dave Schulz, and Beaverhead County Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Below is the list of others present: (Note: Not all attendees signed the list.)

[image: image1.wmf]

[image: image2.wmf] 


The Commissioners introduce themselves.

Kerry White asked the attendees to put in pins in the areas on the quad maps that are being used for timber, agriculture, recreation, mining, etc.  It is important to show the Forest Service what areas and how much these areas are being used. These maps will be delivered to the Forest Service.

There was lengthy discussion regarding the Forest Plan, the Record of Decision (ROD), and the process of appealing.  The Beaverhead County Commissioners will be appealing the ROD.  They will use their March 2008 comments as a checklist for the appeal.  The Beaverhead County Commissioners will also be appealing the process because they feel that the Forest Service did not follow the process.  

The people or organizations that sent in their comments by March of 2008 can appeal.   It was suggested that the people that did not make comments join a group that did send in comments and thus can make appeals.   The Commissioners asked everyone that is appealing to send copies of their appeals to them. An appeals template is available to anyone that wants to appeal. 

The Madison County Commissioners have not made the decision to appeal.  This decision will be made at a formal meeting of the Madison County Commissioners.  The Madison County Commissioners were urged by their constituents to appeal the ROD because there are eight ranching families in the Ruby Valley that the ROD will have a devastating effect.  The Mountain Bike Association urged the Madison County Commissioner to appeal Trail 315, above Ennis Lake.

There was discussion about using boundary adjustments and the other designations, i.e. National Protection Area, National Recreation Area, National Conservation Area, etc. 

The Commissioners of Madison, Beaverhead, Jefferson and Granite Counties have discussed collaborating on a wilderness legislative bill.  This bill would also include “release language”.  The consensus was that legislation should be written and submitted by the Counties. The Commissioners were asked that each County write a letter to the Montana Congressional delegation telling them that the Counties want to submit their own wilderness legislation bill.   There was lengthy discussion regarding the reasons a legislative bill needs to be written. 

For more detailed information, please refer to the recording of the meeting located in the Beaverhead County Commissioners’ Office

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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