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March 30, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, March 30, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the March 23, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the March 23, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business:

There was discussion regarding the joint Commissioners’ meeting that was held last night on the Forest Plan, the Record of Decision (ROD), and Designation / Wilderness Legislation.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that that the Commissioners write a letter to the Montana Congressional delegation asking them to delay any introduction of wilderness legislation due to the fact that the counties are crafting an alternative wilderness bill for the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin briefly joined the meeting to submit the Road Department Report for March 22 – 28, 2009:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow on the following roads and lanes:  Scenic Byway to Elkhorn, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Medicine Lodge, Bannack Pass, Lemhi Pass, Birch Creek and Bloody Dick.

· Bladed on Anderson and Bond Lanes.

· Attended a Defensive Driving Class at the Courthouse.

· Road checked Dillon and Glen area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow from Lima to Armstead Road and all roads and lanes in between.  Also plowed snow on the South Valley Road to Lakeview.

· Cleaned snow out of the Snowline Gravel Pit.

· Attended a Defensive Driving class at the Courthouse.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads and lanes:  Bannack Bench, Medicine Lodge, Decker, Upper North Fork, Bender Creek, Big Swamp Creek, Miners Lake, Skinner Meadows, Warm Springs, and Old Canyon.

· Bladed on Taylor Creek Road to the dumpster site.

· Attended a Defensive Driving class at the Courthouse.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Jamie left the meeting.

Sheriff’s Office Update:

Due to an emergency, the Sheriff was unable to make his appointment 

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.   Jed’s motion to dismiss the Wisdom Water and Sewer lawsuit was denied so he has 20 days to file an answer.  

Jed has talked to Engineer Erland Gendreau and Leadman Mike Shafer again about the Grant, Montana project. 

Jed has received a call from a citizen complaining about people driving through a subdivision that do not live in the Subdivision.  This person was told to contact the Sheriff’s Office.  

There was discussion about the ROD and that the County is filing an appeal.  Jed will review the appeal before it is filed.    Recourse Use Planner Eldon Ayers will help to write this appeal.   The appeal process was further discussed.  

Elected Officials and Department Heads:
GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh, Extension Agent J.P. Planner, County Attorney Jed Fitch, Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie, Clerk and Recorder Debbie Scott, Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley, Clerk of Court Sheila Brunkhorst, Justice of the Peace Candy Hoerning, Sanitarian Larry Laknar, Facility Administrator Chris Kraft, Sheriff Jay Hansen, Sheriff’s Administrative Assistant Julie Dewey, Superintendent of Schools Emily Rebish, and Health Officer Sue Hansen joined the meeting.  

The auditor is requiring every independent contractor have on file in the Financial Administrator’s Office either an insurance certificate or a contractor’s exemption. There also needs to be documentation of hours for any person working for the County that is not on the payroll so that County can pay workers comp.

There will be information about the tax benefits in the employees’ next paycheck.  The employees need to be sure that they have adequate withholdings from their paychecks because the withholding allowances have been changed, but not the tax tables. Betty will calculate the withholdings for any employees that have questions.

It was suggested that officials review their budgets.  Preliminary budgets are due by the first of May.

The County will be receiving a little less than $200,000 of stimulus monies.  This money will be used for re-roof the Courthouse, for purchasing a new boiler, for the replacement of windows and sidewalks.

Chris stated that he is getting a proposal for the Pioneer annex sign.

Last year the Commissioners asked for suggestions on how to save money.  Some of the suggestions were:  Not to use electric heaters; get everyone on the same cell phone plan; use County vehicles for trips, centralized purchasing, etc.

The boiler will help heat with the heating of the original Courthouse so heaters will not have to be used so much.  The County has been trying to consolidate the cell phone plans, office supplies can be purchased through Empire office Machines at anytime for a bulk discount rate, and employees have been using the County vehicles a lot, which has save money.    The Sheriff should have another used car for the County employees use. Maintenance of these vehicles was discussed.  A maintenance plan will be established and the maintenance forms will be provided.  Chris will keep the maintenance records.  The Commissioners will be asking for more suggestions.

Jack reported that the Safety Committee is making progress.  He emphasized that if there is an accident, no matter how small, that the paper work needs to be completed and submitted.  The Committee is also researching the “Early to Return Program” and will keep everyone updated on this project.  Jack will give all new employees a safety orientation.

Jack’s office will be moving to the Road Office and the Road Office will be moving upstairs across from the Superintendent of School’s Office.

There was discussion about the Utah Historical Society contracting with the State of Montana to make copies of birth certificates, death certificates, and marriage licenses and putting this information on a searchable disk.   Jed suggested that the offices involves should have a policy in place regarding coping fees, etc.  Debbie will contact the Office of Vital Statistics regarding this matter.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break.  At 1:30 p.m. Commissioner Haugland reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  Chairman Rice left to attend a MACRS meeting in Great Falls.  

Action on Distribution of Stimulus Monies:

Dillon Tribune Reporter Barbara Bauerle, KDBM Reporter Tom McKnight, and Facility Administrator Chris Kraft joined the meeting.  The County will be receiving $199,902.46 of stimulus monies.  The rough estimates are:  Re- roofing the Courthouse - $58,000; Window replacement - $13,725; a new boiler - $95,000.  The money that is left over from these projects could be used to upgrade the parking lot and sidewalks.  If more money is needed for these projects the money in the Courthouse CIP fund can be used.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the stimulus money that the County will receive be used on Courthouse improvement projects. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business

There was no old business to discuss.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the March 22 – 28, 2009 invoices for a total of $17,685.39. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:
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