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April 5, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, April 5, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the March 29, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the March 29, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Projects Update:

County Facilities Administrator Chris Kraft briefly joined the meeting and submitted Tekton Architects’ March 31, 2010 letter of recommendation for the chimney repair and boiler replacement bid. Tekton’s recommendation is that Diamond Construction be awarded the bid.

County Engineer Jim Carpita and Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.

Chairman McGinley received a State Land’s Highway Packet at the MACRS meeting in Great Falls regarding counties purchasing rights-of-ways for their roads that cross state land.  Beaverhead County has completed this process and purchased its rights-of-ways at $400 per acre.  The price for the acreage has now increased since the County purchased its rights-of-ways.    Jamie was given the packet.

Jim stated that he would do an onsite inspection of the Blacktail Deer Creek project today.

The following Road Report for March 28 – April 3, 2010:

DILLON AREA

· Hauled gravel from the Rebich Gravel Pit, GP102 to the Old Landfill Gravel Pit, GP101 stockpile

· Mowed on Bannack Bench Road and Corinne Trail.

· Three personnel attended the MACRS convention in Great Falls.

· Road checked the Dillon, Glen, Horse Prairie and Grasshopper area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Munday, Sage Creek, Gravley, Steel Bridge, Big Sheep Creek and Gleed.

· Plowed snow on the South Valley Road.

· Installed a culvert on Munday Lane.

· Road checked, Lima and Dell area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Steel Creek, Twin Lakes, Miner Lake, Skinner Meadows and Rock Creek.

· Hauled gravel on a washout on Rock Creek Road.

· Guardrail work on Bridge #070W on the Lower North Fork Road.

· Hauled Rock from Tash Gravel Pit, GP116 at Polaris to Miner Lake Road Bridge #092W.

· Thawed two culverts on Miner Lake Road.

· Road checked Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
There was discussion about HB645. State Senator Debby Barrett and State Representative Jeff Welborn will be contacted about their letters regarding this matter.

Commissioner Rice informed the Commissioners that Homeowners’ Association in the Hildreth II subdivision definitely wants to have Fern Lane graveled and the Association will contribute $8,000 to $10,000 towards this project.  Mike Shafer measured Fern Lane and it is 1,600 feet long and 24 feet wide.   The better road mix is $9.75 per yard in the pile.  There was discussion about the ownership of the roads in the Hildreth II Subdivision.  Tom Waldorf would like a letter from the County stating what level of maintenance the County would commit to these roads.  Commissioner Rice will call Tom Waldorf and ask him to meet with the Commissioners next Monday.   There was discussion about center stripping or installing reflectors on Laknar Lane.  Jamie informed the Commissioners that a resident has asked if there will be a place at the end of Webster Lane so that the kids could safety cross to the bike path.   There is nothing in the project plans to provide for a crossing.

Ted and Raelene Crampton asked Commissioner Rice if the County would wait until after their daughter’s wedding on June 19 to magchloride Stone Creek Road.  The Commissioners agreed to this request. Jamie will talk to Road Supervisor Mike Shafer about this matter.

There was discussion about extending the probationary period for employees. 

Commissioner Haugland has received a call from Max Baucus’ Montana Field Representative Kim Kruger informing the Commissioners that Senator Baucus’ Economic Summit will be held September 13 and 14, 2010 in Butte.  Details will be given at a later date.

Commissioner Rice met with Jason Hahn from the Federal Highway Department regarding chip sealing of the Pioneer Scenic Byway and the Hill Climb Association’s request to use a section of the Byway on the Wise River side to race cars the second weekend in September.  Larry Akers from the Hill Climb Association will meet with the contractor for this project regarding the chip-sealing schedule.  There is a pre-construction meeting for this project scheduled for April 13 in Missoula.

Little League Representative Keeley Fitzgerald has informed Commissioner Haugland that the Dillon Softball Association representatives have told her that the Little League cannot use the Ray Lynch Park this year.  There was discussion regarding this park.  Historically, the Soft Ball Association has had control of Ray Lynch Park, but there is no written agreement.  The County contracts with the City of Dillon to maintain and schedule events for the park.

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Rick reported that weather permitting; the contractors on the Laknar Lane Bike project should have the dirt work, the gravel, and blue topped by the end of the week.   Truncated domes need to be installed, striping delineating the path, and re-vegetation will also need to be done.  The last remaining poles have been removed.  The contractor took down Vigilante Electric’s poles and Vigilante hauled them away.  Paving of the path should be completed by mid to the end of May.

Tom Waldorf has talked to Rick about naming the Laknar Lane bike path the Mike Hilton Memorial Path.  Tom is going to talk to Kathy Hilton regarding this matter.  The Commissioners have no objection to Tom’s request if Kathy Hilton has no objection.  

The contractor, Chris Mehring, has suggested that on the areas between driveways and roads and the path and the areas between driveways and roads and Laknar Lane be paved to alleviate wear and tear on the path’s edges.  Chairman McGinley will call someone at TSEP to see if a change order can be made.  Chris Mehring will submit an estimate for this work.

Rick informed the Commissioners he, Scott March and Jim Carpita will be meeting with Bill Lewis regarding projects he will be doing during his internship with the County this summer.

Old Business / Other Topics of Discussion

There was discussion about the 2011 TSEP application process and the Anderson Lane Bridge over the West Side Canal, Bannack Bench Road Bridge over Grasshopper Creek, and Steel Creek Road Bridge over Steel Creek that will be submitted for this project
Chairman McGinley left for a fire call.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen did not keep his appointment.

Discussion on Initiative 160:

This discussion was delayed until this afternoon, when Chairman McGinley returns to the meeting.

Action on Resolution #2010-07 – To Adopt the Final Bridge Evaluation and Capital Improvement Plan:

At this time Resolution #2010-07 was reviewed and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Resolution #2010-07 – To Adopt the Final Bridge Evaluation and Capital Improvement Plan be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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Action on Resolution #2010-08 – To Adopt the Final Preliminary Engineering Reports to Complete Bridge Improvements:

At this time Resolution #2010-08 was reviewed and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Resolution #2010-08 – To Adopt the Final Preliminary Engineering Reports to Complete Bridge Improvements be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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Action on Resolution #2010-09 – To Authorize Submission of TSEP Application:

At this time Resolution #2010-09 was reviewed and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Resolution #2010-09 – To Authorize Submission of TSEP Application be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


[image: image3.png]RESOLUTION #2010-09

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE SUBMISSION
OF TSEP APPLICATION

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County is applying to the Montana Department of
Commerce for financial assistance from the Treasure State Endowment Program
(TSEP) to replace the Anderson Lane Bridge over the West Side Canal, Steel
Creek Road Bridge over Steel Creek and the Bannack Bench Road Bridge over
Grasshopper Creek; and

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County has the legal jurisdiction and authority to
construct, finance, and maintain the proposed bridge improvements; and

Beaverhead County agrees to comply with all State laws and regulations and the
requirements described in the TSEP Application Guidelines and those that will be
described in the TSEP Project Administration Manual; and

That Beaverhead County commits to provide the amount of matching funds as
proposed in the TSEP Application; and

That Michael J. McGinley, Beaverhead County Commission Chair, is authorized
to submit this application to the Montana Department of Commerce, on behalf of
Beaverhead County, to act on its behalf and to provide such additional
information as may be required.

PASSED and approved this 5th day of April 2010.
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Lunch Recess:
Commissioner Rice recessed the meeting at 11:50 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. Chairman McGinley reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Dillon Ranger Tom Osen:  Introduction of Forest Supervisor Dave Myers:

New Forest Supervisor Dave Myers was introduced to the Commissioners.

The Southwest Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) will have its organizational meeting on April 19.  Patty Bates will be the lead for the Forest Service on this RAC and Dave Myers is the designated federal official for the RAC.  There was discussion about proportioning the RAC projects by the amount of money that is submitted by each county.  Dave suggested that this could be written into the RAC’s Charter.    RAC monies can be spent on NEPAs, but the Forest Service does not like to spend RAC monies on NEPAs because no one knows the outcome of the appeals and or the litigation.  

There was discussion about using Title III monies to replace the Birch Creek Bridge.  Dave suggested that if the County wants to use Title III monies for this bridge the Commissioners need to make sure there is rational and justification.  Chairman McGinley feels that the County can justify this project on the fire wise criteria. 

Tom stated that past RAC monies have been used for such projects as signing, fencing around campgrounds, trail punching, and weed control, but not used for labor or wages.  The RAC’s are looking at four years worth of projects.  Tom thinks that there is approximately $600,000 in the Southwest RAC account.  

Dave informed the Commissioners that due to cost savings when the Wise River Ranger left this position, Dave opted to consolidate this position with the Wisdom Ranger.  The staff for the two districts is already being shared.  The Whitehall and Butte district are also going to be consolidated to cut overhead costs.

Dave stated that the Forest Plan is being implemented in regards to vegetation projects, to salvage, to bark beetles, and to range management.  The Forest Service is still receiving appeals on the Plan and the Forest Service is also receiving a lot of comments on simple and major projects.  Dave stated that more timber has been sold in the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Forest this past year than in the last decade.  The Forest Service has to spend more resources to get projects through.    The beetle is doing more damage in Beaverhead County so there will be more salvage sales.

Title III monies were used for salvage at Maverick Mountain Ski area.  There are different levels of funding and there is $85,000 available for ski areas. Tom stated that the monies for ski hills is statewide, but there are also some state and private monies available summer and long range planning to address broader treatments.

 Tom is meeting with Maverick Mountain owner Randy Schilling and the contractor as to what work can be done under a service contract.    The Commissioners would like to see Maverick Mountain removed from the inventoried roadless area.  Dave said that Forest Service has identified Maverick to be removed, but it never happened.  The Commissioners would also like to see the Trapper Creek area removed from the inventoried roadless area.  Dave will look into this matter.  

Sun Mountain has this summer and next summer to complete the Grasshopper project.

The Grasshopper Grazing Association is doing more burning this year on allotments.  Last year there was a cost share program to burn on private property.

The Birch Creek project was discussed.  The Forest Service is trying to make this project as collaborative as possible, perhaps establish a Memorandum of Understanding.

Dave stated that there is a big issue regarding Big Horn Sheep and domestic sheep in the Gravelies and in the Medicine Lodge.  The producers could be losing domestic sheep grazing because the Big Horn Sheep are not doing well.  The separation between Big Horn Sheep and domestic sheep has to be far apart.    Dave does not want to do a Forest Plan amendment for this matter.  There are not very many domestic sheep grazing on the forest now.  Dave will talk to Pat Flowers and the woolgrowers about this issue.  Dave wants to make sure that the Commissioners are informed about this matter and the affect it will have on the ranchers in the County.

Chairman McGinley explained the Secured Rural School (SRS) funding and that if it is not reauthorized the negative financial impact it would have on the County. SRS funding replaced the 25% Forest Receipts funding.  In the last few years since SRS has been in place the County has received over a million dollars per year.  If SRS is not reauthorized the County receipts for 2012 will be a little over $57,000.  If Tester’s bill is approved with the stewardship projects it will negatively impact the County because stewardships do not count as forest receipts. Further discussion ensued.

Southwest Chemical Dependency Representative Dan Krause:  Earmarked Alcohol Tax Monies:

Southwest Chemical Dependency (SCD) Representative Dan Krause joined the meeting.  SDC has out patient substance abuse treatment centers in Beaverhead, Madison, Meagher, and Park Counties.    Earmarked monies are generated from liquor sales.  There is over $14,000 generated from Beaverhead County per year.  SCD has 20 DUI offenders in the Assessment Course Treatment (ACT) education service, 22 outpatients, and seven Minors in Possession.  ACT is a state approved educational course.  There are fixed costs for the assessment and education, but treatment is on a sliding fee schedule.  There is a Recover House located in Livingston, Montana for patients who need this type of environment.   In Dillon there is one therapist and 2 part-time employees that equals one FTE.  The therapist works 40 hours per week and works with Jim Sommers at the Mental Health Center.

Medical Marijuana issue is very frustrating from a treatment perspective.  At this time the biggest issues are alcohol, marijuana, opiates, and prescription medications.

Awarding of Chimney Repair & Boiler Replacement Bid:

Facilities Administrator Chris Kraft joined the meeting. The Commissioners reviewed a letter dated March 31, 2010 from Tekton Architects recommending that Diamond Construction be awarded the bid.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Tekton Architects’ recommendation be accepted and the Chimney Repair and Boiler Replacement bid be awarded to Diamond Construction.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Letters will be sent to all the bidders informing them of this decision. As soon as the money is received, Chris will make changes to the budget.

Discussion on Initiative 160:

Tom Barnes, President of the Montana Trappers Association, has asked the County to write a letter opposing Initiative 160.  This Initiative would make trapping on public lands illegal.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Beaverhead County go on record opposing Initiative 160 and a letter of opposition be written.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:

Chairman McGinley informed the Commissioners that Governor Brian Schweitzer would be releasing the hold on all the local government grant monies (HB 645).
County Attorney Jed Fitch and Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley joined the meeting to discuss the position of Victim Witness Advocate. Jed gave the history of the program. 

A $50 fee for every felony charge funds this program.  The money is sent into the state and the Board of Crime Control distributes the money back to the counties in grants.  The County Attorney’s office was a co-applier and signer for the grant.  At this time the Advocate’s office is in the Community Resource Center.  At this time the Advocate also has to take direction from the Director of the Center, not just Jed, which tends to be a problem at times.  Jed would like to have the Advocate become a County employee, but still retain office space at the Community Resource Center. This position would be cost neutral to the County. Several issues regarding this matter were discussed.   
News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.  

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the March 28 – April 3, 2010 invoices for a total of $24,687.47. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE FINAL PRELIMINARY
ENGINEERING REPORTS TO COMPLETE BRIDGE
IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County, Montana has completed Preliminary Engineering
Reports (hereafter referred to as PERS for the Anderson Lane Bridge over the West Side
Canal, Steel Creek Road Bridge over Steel Creek and the Bannack Bench Road Bridge
over Grasshopper Creek; and

WHEREAS, the PERs have identified needs for each of these County bridges; and

WHEREAS, the PERs provide recommendations for improvements to each of these
bridges; and

WHEREAS, the PERs provide recommendations for funding the recommended bridge
improvements; and

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County, Montana has the legal jurisdiction and authority to
construct, finance, operate and maintain the bridge system; and

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County, Montana held a public meeting to review the PERs, to
review the recommended funding alternatives, and to solicit public comment.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BEAVERHEAD COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS, to adopt the Final PERs and recommendations for the Anderson
Lane Bridge over the West Side Canal, Steel Creek Road Bridge over Steel Creek and
the Bannack Bench Road Bridge over Grasshopper Creek.

PASSED and approved this 5th day of April 2010.
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RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE FINAL BRIDGE EVALUATION AND
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County desires to have a Bridge Evaluation and Capital
Improvement Plan in place; and

WHEREAS, a Bridge Evaluation and Capital Improvement Plan has been prepared by
Great West Engineering and submitted to the County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Beaverhead County Montana find the
Bridge Evaluation and Capital Improvement Plan prepared by Great West Engineering to
be appropriate and sufficient for the County’s purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, it is resolved that the 2010 Beaverhead County Bridge Evaluation
and Capital Improvement Plan prepared by Great West Engineering shall be and is hereby
approved by the Board of County Commissioners.

PASSED and approved this 5™ day of April 2010.
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