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April 6, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, April 6, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the March 29 and 30, 2009 meetings were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland   seconded that the minutes of the March 29 and 30, 2009 meetings be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Old Business:

There was discussion about the BASS bus driver’s salary, the Fair Manager’s salary, and the Fair Secretary’s salary and that the County needs to be in compliance by July 1.  

Road Department Update:

Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting to submit gravel pit forms and the Road Department Report for March 29 – April 3, 2009:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow on the following roads and lanes:  Scenic Byway to Elkhorn, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Medicine Lodge, Bannack Pass, Lemhi Pass, Old Stage, Eliason, Flynn, Bolick, Rebich, White, Smith, Blacktail, Carrigan, Buster Brown, Stoddard, Stone Creek, Hartwig, Schoolhouse, Birch Creek, Carter Creek and Sweetwater. 

· Trucks – Scenic Byway, Bannack Road, Airport, Blacktail, Carrigan,

· Employees attended the MACRS (Montana Association of County Road Supervisors) convention in Great Falls.

· Employees attended a “Call Before You Dig” pipeline safety class in Dillon at the Fire Station.

· Equipment set-up of new pick-ups.

· Road checked Dillon. Horse Prairie, Elkhorn and Glen area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· An employee attended the MACRS convention in Great Falls.

· Plowed snow on the roads in the Lima and Dell area, Big Sheep Creek, Sage Creek and South Valley Roads.

· The South Valley Road is now open to Lakeview.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on all Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Employees attended a “Call Before You Dig” pipeline safety class in Dillon at the Fire Station. 

· Equipment set-up of backhoe.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

.  

At the MACRS Conference last week the employees learned that starting January of 2010 that annually all counties would need to get driving records for all CDL holders. The CDL drivers will also need to be notified 30 days before their driver license expires.  

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  Jay will have the COPS Grant application completed this week.  This grant is part of the Restoration and Recovery Act program and is to be used for the salary of a new deputy. One of the criteria for the grant is that the County has to be restoring a position that was cut due to lack of funding. The County cut a deputy’s position in FY 2005-06.  The grant would fully fund a deputy’s salary for three years, with the County’s commitment to retaining the deputy for another year.   After the four years, it is Jay’s intention to keep the deputy on staff.  At this time the Department is unable to keep up with the investigation of cases and another deputy is needed. Jay will also be applying for another grant from the Restoration and Recovery Act for rural law enforcement departments including detention centers.  Jay would either use this money to do a jail study and or for remodeling the jail.  Some of the criteria for this grant are to show how many communities the Department services and the number of square miles. When Jay has completed the application the Montana Board of Crime Control will review it to see if it was completed correctly. All of these monies will come from the Federal Government.

Last year a Byrne Grant of $250,000 was awarded and split between all of the Montana Drug Task Forces. Over the next two years a Byrne Grant of 1.2 million dollars will be split between all of the Task Forces with in the State.    Chief Gutcheck has informed Jay that without out this money the City would have had to pull out of the Drug Task Force, but now with the money the City can stay active in the Task Force for another two years.  

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting and reviewed a list of items his office has been working or will be working on.  

1. Lima Bridge project easement. – Completed.

2. Reeder Street Bridge and the diversion point; this is still ongoing; Chairman Rice will talk to Bill Rehm about this matter again.

3. Contact point for information requests – this matter was dropped at a previous Commission meeting.

4. The use of Wise River Community Building, Wise River Fire Hall, and Cemetery funds.

5. The County’s nominee to the City Planning Board.  Jed will write a letter to the City Mayor, City Attorney, and City Council asking why the County’s nominee has not been seated.  Later in the meeting a letter from Mayor Malesich was received notifying the Commissioners that he would present Larry Volkening’s name as the County’s recommended nominee for the position. 

6. Interlocal agreement for the fairground’s water issue.  Deputy County Attorney Jayne Mitchell is working on an agreement.  The Commissioners will review the agreement before it is sent to the City.

7. Agreements between the Dillon Rural Fire Department and the City Fire Department need to be written including a mutual aid agreement.  Jed is working on these agreements. 

8. The City is maintaining the County’s Ray Lynch Park for $4,500 per year and an agreement needs to be written for this matter.

9. Quiet title for the Wisdom yard – Jed is working on this project.

 10.  Leases for the Jaycee Building, the 4-H Building, the S&R Building, etc.  The County owns the real property but the buildings are controlled by the various entities.  For insurance purposes leases between the County and the different entities are required.

 11.  Kambich Estate claim – waiting for payment.

 12. An answer on the Wisdom Sewer District needs to be filed by Friday. Jed has it written and Larry Laknar will review it before it is filed.

 13.
Another Mauer Mountain easement proposal was emailed to Jed and he will have the Commissioners review it.

For the next fiscal year Jed will be asking that the Deputy County Attorney’s position be increased to full-time.

Action on the Final Plat of the Sawtooth Subsequent Minor Subdivision:

Scott Marsh, filling in for Planner Rick Hartz, and Developer Kirk Rector joined the meeting.  The Beaverhead County Planning Department recommends final plat approval of the Sawtooth Minor Subdivision.   All of the conditions that were placed on this subdivision at the time of preliminary plat approval (September 2, 2008) have been met or otherwise satisfied and the $500 final plat review fee has been paid to Beaverhead County.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Final Plat of the Sawtooth Subsequent Minor Subdivision be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Old Business / Other Business

NorthWestern Energy Manager of Community Relations Howard Skjervem joined the meeting and distributed and reviewed with the Commissioners informative handouts about NorthWestern Energy.  NorthWestern Energy’s protest of its 2008 taxes in Beaverhead County has been settled for $758,000.  The 2009 taxes will not be protested.

NorthWestern Energy has the following Residential Programs:  Energy Audits for Homes, natural Gas Savings Rebate program, home Lighting Rebates, Residential Electric Savings Program, and New Home Program and has the following  

NorthWestern Energy also has the following Commercial Programs:  Commercial Lighting Rebate Program, Business Partners Program, Energy Appraisal for Businesses, Motor and Motor Rewind Rebate program, and Irrigator Programs.

If the County was to purchase a 90 percent or greater efficient boiler there are rebates available.

Butte-Silver Bow County Commissioner Don Kronenberger joined the meeting to discuss drafting a legislative act for multiple counties that have the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest with their boundaries.  The Commissioners gave Don their thoughts and ideas regarding this matter.  Lengthy discussion ensued.  The draft act will be named the Multi-County Beaverhead-Deer Lodge Act of 2009.  The other six counties will be contacted.  

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the March 29 – April 4, 2009 invoices for a total of $24,898.71. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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