April 9, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on April 9, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the March 29 and April 2, 2007 meetings were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the March 29 and April 2, 2007 meetings be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for April 1 - 7, 2007.


Dillon Area

· All local roads and the Scenic Byway at Elkhorn were plowed and sanded.

· Bannack Pass Road, Brenner Road, Nissen Lane, Carter Creek Road, and Sweetwater Road were graded.

· Gravel was hauled on Sweetwater Road and Thomsen Avenue.

· A culvert was installed on Thomsen Avenue for the County ditch.

· Trees on Thomsen Avenue and Oliver Lane were trimmed.

· A soft spot on Rock Creek Road was repaired.

· Crew members attended MSHA training.

· Local area roads, the Scenic Byway at Wise River, Glen area roads, and Horse Prairie area roads were checked.

· Birch Creek Road and Sweetwater Road were bladed.

· A cattleguard was installed on Albers Lane.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· The South Valley Road and Lima area roads were checked.

· Rock was hauled to Monida Hill for roadside ditch sediment traps.

· Measurements were taken for a culvert installation on Gosman Lane and Monida Hill.

· Crew members attended the MSHA training.

· Sage Creek Road was bladed.

· Big Sheep Creek Road, Sage Creek Road, and Lima area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Lower North Fork Road and Little Lake Creek Road were bladed.

· Roads in the Wisdom and Jackson areas were checked.

· Crew members attended a MSHA Training.

· Equipment was moved from Dillon to Wisdom.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
A contract from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for fixing the cracks in the Scenic Byway from the Price Creek Divide to Lacy Creek was reviewed.  There is nothing in the contract that addresses storm water discharge.  Richard will call the FHWA regarding this matter.

The FHWA is going to hire a contractor to monitor the storm water discharge permit on the Scenic Byway from McCracken’s bridge to Price Creek Divide. 

The County has completed the installation of the culvert in the County ditch on Thomsen Avenue.  The City is going to do the asphalt patching.

The Commissioners gave Richard permission to remove the snow from the Scenic Byway if the snowmobilers are no longer using the Byway.

The Road crews are going to start four 10-hour shifts this week.

When Richard is in the Big Hole this week he will inspect Kade Krause’s property so that the flood control work can be done as soon as the frost is out of the ground.

Edward T. Copp was the lower bidder on the Montana Department of Transportation’s Off-system Bridge Replacement project on Mansfield Lane.  A rental agreement for Copp to rent the County’s substitute bridge will be written.

The Commissioners gave Richard their permission for the County to trade its gravel pile located on the Kipp property in Polaris with R.E. Miller Company’s gravel pile located on Tash property in Polaris.  R.E. Miller Company is going to build the road in Kipp’s subdivision and the County’s gravel pile on the Kipp property is closer.  Don Alley from Anderson Engineering will GIS both piles to measure the amount of gravel. Richard left the meeting.

County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting. Kurt is reviewing the “takings” language and the Floodplain Regulations.  There are a numerous Federal case laws, but very few Montana case laws regarding these matters.  

The denial of Edgar and James Scott floodplain permits was discussed.

Commissioner McGinley gave Kurt the history of the Benson lawsuit.  Kurt and Marv left the meeting.


The following members of the Drought Task Force joined the meeting: County DES Coordinator Larry Laknar, Dillon District Forest Service Ranger Tom Osen, Extension Agent J.P. Tanner, BLM Representative Pat Fosse, County Fire Warden Scott Marsh, Madison County DES Representative Christopher Mumme, DNRC Representatives Lee Hahnkamp and Chuck Maddox, Beaverhead Fire District #2 Representative Rick Later, Dillon Tribune reporter Barbara Bauerle, East Bench Irrigation representative Dennis Miotke, and NRCS representatives Rich Nordquist, Shanna Huckins, and Jan Kluver Kris Berg. 


Introductions were given and Chairman Haugland turned the meeting over to Larry. Copies of the agenda and attachments were distributed.  Via the Internet and conference call, National Weather Service Representative Gina Loss gave a power point presentation on drought conditions in Beaverhead and Madison Counties.   Everyone gave his or her verbal report. Larry gave a power point presentation on the drought conditions. The next County Drought Task Force meeting will be May 14, 2007, at 11:00 a.m.  The Drought Task Force left the meeting.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. reconvened the meeting with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

KDBM Reporter Lee Squires and Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Copies of the proposed Amendment to the “Declarations, Restrictions, Protective Covenants, and Conditions For Meriwether Ranch Homeowners Association, Inc.” were reviewed.  The proposed amendment is to allow fractional ownership of lots in this Planned Unit Development. Fractional ownership would give each joint owner a deed for the fraction of the lot they have purchased.  Discussion ensued and Rick recommended approval of this proposed amendment.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the First Amendment to the Declarations, Restrictions, Protective Covenants, and Conditions For Meriwether Ranch Homeowners Association, Inc. be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 1 – 7, 2007 invoices for a total of $11,962.35. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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