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April 11, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, April 11, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the April 11, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the April 04, 2011 meeting be   approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones, Road Secretary Jamie Flynn and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.  The following Road Department Report for April 3 –9, 2011 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow on the following:  Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Bloody Dick, Lemhi Pass, Sweetwater and Carter Creek.

· Bladed on the Birch Creek Road and Hogsback Road.

· Worked on the Birch Creek Bridge project (Project #1006-11) and the gravel road project (Project #1010-21).

· Drug and alcohol training at the courthouse.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked local area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on the South Valley Road.

· Installed signs on washouts on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Drug and alcohol training at the courthouse.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Twin Lakes, Steel Creek. Lower North Fork. Little Lake Creek and Upper North Fork.

· Bladed on the Lower North Fork Road.

· Drug and alcohol training at the courthouse.

· Shop cleaning.

· Jackson and Wisdom area roads were checked.

· Equipment service and repair.

Scott reported that he gave Steve Huffaker information on the approach permit and the material for the culvert for the Dillon Canal - County Ditch.  The total cost of the project will be $2,278.40 plus three hours of labor.  The cost of the project will be divided between the owners of the Canal-Ditch.

The County owns the gravel that is being stored at the Forest Service’s Lacey Creek Gravel Pit.  There are no conditions attached to the gravel.

It will cost the County approximately $2,500 to replace the guardrail on the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway.  Scott has not heard if the Sheriff has found the person who did the damage.

The graveling of Birch Creek Road has started.  Due to the wet roads patching has not been started.  Scott will purchase a couple of loads of patching material.    On Highway 324 where a bridge crosses Horse Prairie Creek a big hole has appeared by an abutment of the bridge.  The hole was not there last Friday.  This hole is being fixed today.

Big Sheep Creek Road is signed because of damage.  The road cannot be fixed until it dries.  The school bus is still able to use this road.

Commissioner McGinley informed Scott that he received a call from J Bar L Ranch Manager Bryan Lorring   Bryan would like to have the Centennial Valley Road opened so that cattle can be hauled in mid-May. Due to all of the snow, Luke Fitch has suggested that the Centennial Road not be opened until a later date.  Scott will do a site inspection of this road next week.  The Lima crew will open the South Valley Road and the North Valley Road at the same time.  Commissioner McGinley will call Bryan to inform him that the Centennial Valley Road will not be opened for a while.

Scott reported that the temporary bridge has been removed from Birch Creek and that the new bridge is being used.  The crew is placing some gravel at the site, so the project should be completed this week.

Commissioner McGinley suggested that the Wisdom and Lima shops also be inventoried. The inventory of these shops will be started after the inventory of the Dillon shop is completed.

Jamie informed the Commissioners that IWORQ Sign is offering a free trial of Sign Management Software.  Jamie will use the free trial, but will tell the salesman that the County cannot afford the software.

Old Business:

Predator control was discussed.

Commissioner Rice reported that IUOE Business Manager Randy Sobeck called to confirm the meeting between the Union and the Commissioners for Monday, April 25, 2011 at 4:00 p.m.

Drought Task Force:

The following people joined the meeting:
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Chairman Haugland opened the meeting at 11:02 a.m. Introductions were given. 

Chairman Haugland turned the meeting over to Larry Laknar.  Larry suggested that perhaps this Committee should be renamed the Flood Task Force or the Weather Task Force.  

1. Bureau of Reclamation/East Bench Irrigation/Clark Canyon Water Users – Dennis Mioke

Dennis gave the following report.

[image: image2.png]EAST BENCH UNIT

DROUGHT TASK FORCE
April 11, 2011
PROGRESS REPORT
CLARK CANYON RESERVOIR:
ELEVATION STORAGE

YEAR: March 31,2011 5543.59 161,608 a/f
YEAR: March 31, 2010 5545.00 168,733 a/f

Difference - 7,125 a/f

Present Elevation: 5544.00 feet  Storage: 163,669 a/f 107% Avg.
93% full

Inflows (Last five (5) days Average): 321 cfs/day

Present releases: 255 cfs Snow pack: 117% Avg.

INFLOWS FOR: Mar 2011 17,126 a/f 279 cfs/day 97 % Avg.
INFLOWS FOR: Mar2010 13,700a/f 223 cfs/day 77 % Avg.

RELEASES FOR: Mar 2011 15,624 a/f Storage Gain: 1,502 a/f
RELEASES FOR: Mar 2010 6,324 a/f Storage Gain: 7,376 a/f

Lima: Elevation: 6576.45 Feet Storage: 51,689 a/f  114% Avg
60% Full

Current Releases: 8 cfs Inflows: 104 cfs (5 day average)

Snow pack above Lima: 119% of Avg.




Dennis stated that this afternoon the releases would be increased to keep the elevation where it is.

2. NRCS: No report.

3. Wildfires:  


Forest Service – Russ Riebe


A severity request was received so 12 people were mobilized to Colorado.


These 12 people completed a 20-person crew.  The crew will be demobilized, but will be retained and maybe sent to Texas. 

There will be an ad in the paper about the Green Fire presentation Aldo Leopold’s Green Fire presentation that will be held at the University of Montana-Western on April 27, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. and also at Montana Tech on April 29, 2011. 

The Forest Service is preparing for a hot dry summer.

DNRC – Tim Egan:

Tim reported that the DNRC responded to a fire at Melrose to help Beaverhead and Madison Counties. A new boss has been hired and will start today.  All of the fire crews have been hired.

Dillon Volunteer Fire Department - Rick Later: 

Rick reported that the Department’s wildland engines are ready for the season.  The DNRC is having a basic wildland class at the end of the month, which several of the Department’s firefighters will be attending.  There is also a Fire Line Safety Class on May 11, 2011.  Rick has a lot of concerns about open burning.   

County Fire Warden Scott Marsh:  

Scott reported that the fire at Melrose was in an unassigned area in Madison County.  This fire was the second fire in this area in two years.  Today Scott will meet with Madison County DES Coordinator Chris Mumme about mutual aid and creating a fire service area.  The person responsible for the fire did not have a burning permit and did not have any fire suppression equipment.  The person will be billed for this fire.

Rick stated that at some point the financial part of initial responses for fires and wrecks in unassigned areas would have to be discussed.  Larry brought up the matter of liability issues, i.e. if someone were to get hurt.

4. Grazing:

Forest Service  - Russ Riebe:  No Report


DNRC – Tim Egan:  No Report.

5. National Weather Service:  No report.

6. Farm Service Agency:  No report.

7. City of Dillon: No report.

8. Extension Service -  J.P. Tanner:  No report.

9. Fish, Wildlife, & Parks -Tim Egan 

Tim reported that FWP has approach DNRC to do burning at Poindexter Slough.

10. Drought Report – Larry Laknar:  

Larry gave his PowerPoint report.

11. Other Business  - Madison County DES Coordinator Chris Mumme reported that there are 2,800 filled sandbags in Twin Bridges due to the ice jams.  Chris will be meeting the Town’s maintenance people and the road crews regarding flooding.

12. Montana Drought Advisory Committee – No date was mentioned for its next meeting.

13. Next meeting:  April 9, 2011 at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 11:40 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Legislative Update:

No Legislative update was given  

Other Topics of Discussion:

Pam Walling from MACo Health Care Trust, Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley, and Lee Diedrich joined the meeting.  Pam presented the rate increase for the County’s health insurance at 20.1 percent.  The average increase was 19.8 percent.  Approximately 1.9 percent of the increase will go towards reserves.  There was discussion that 50% of the employees would have to want the dental and vision coverage before they can be offered.  The employees would have to pay for these coverages on their own.  A memo will be sent to all employees to see who would be interested in these coverages   

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 3 – 9, 2011 invoices for a total of $64,795.60, beginning with check #179615 and ending with check #179678. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were received.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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