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April 12, 2007


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

April 12, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on April 12, 2007, at 3:35 p.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Commissioner Rice was absent because of a hearing in District Court.


Beaverhead Outdoor Association President Darrell Johnson, Alexis Wood, and Treasurer State Alliance Executive Director Craig Osterman joined the meeting.


For the Commissioners review Craig distributed copes of the “Flathead County Roadless Rule Taskforce Recommendations” and copies of the “Coalition of Forest Counties regarding Petitioning the US Forest Service on Management of Public Lands in Montana”.

The Treasure State Alliance is a newly formed umbrella organization for Montana’s recreational communities.  This Alliance helps to organize counties so they can have an opportunity to take an active role in the management practices of Montana’s “Roadless Areas”.

Under the Administrative Procedures Act on the management of Roadless Areas, Mark Ray, the U.S. Undersecretary for Natural Resources and Environment, will still accept petitions from local government agencies. This can be the opportunity Montana counties need to take the proactive approach and to take action in the management of Montana’s public lands.   Discussion ensued about the roadless issue in Beaverhead County.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that Craig draft a petition for submittal to the U.S. Undersecretary for Natural Resources and Environment that would allow Beaverhead County flexibility in inventoried roadless areas, that the Commissioners agree to review the petition, and if found satisfactory, that the Commission endorse the petition. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


















Craig will try to have the petition completed by mid June 2007.

There was discussion about using boundary adjustments to remove areas from the roadless designation.  

Craig asked that the Commissioners to review U.S. House Bill 308 and then talk to Representative Rehberg about this bill.  Craig will send the Commissioners more information on U.S. HB 308.




There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 3:55 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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