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April 12, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, April 12, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the April 5, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland   moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the April 5, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Projects Update:

Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn, County Engineer Jim Carpita, and Road Supervisor Mike Shafer joined the meeting.

The Commissioners will draft a letter to Sammy Johnson asking him to remove his possessions from the Ray Lynch Park.  

Chairman McGinley suggested that the Commissioners talk to the City of Dillon regarding the triangle piece of property that was left when Noble Street was relocated.

The Road Report from April 4 – 10, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Anderson, Highway 324, Hogsback and the Town of Argenta.

· Plowed snow on all local paved roads and the Scenic Byway.

· Plowed snow with a grader on Sweetwater, Ten Mile, Carter Creek, Nissen, Stevenson, Lovell, Hwy 324, Medicine Lodge, Corinne Trail, and Bannack Bench.

· Removed a cement bridge on Anderson Lane and replaced it with a culvert.  

· Hauled gravel to Anderson Lane and the Town of Argenta.

· Mowed willows on the following roads and lanes:  Mansfield, Cross, Bloody Dick and Brenner.

· Road checked the Dillon, Glen, Horse Prairie and Grasshopper area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

.

· Bladed on Chute Canyon Road.

· Plowed snow on the South Valley Road.

· Hauled gravel on Chute Canyon and Munday Lane.

· Cleaned brush on Sage Creek Road.

· Road checked, Lima and Dell area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on Miner Lake, Skinner Meadows Roads.

· Guardrail work on Bridge #070W on the Lower North Fork Road.

· Fabricated guardrail for Bridge #088W on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Removed snow equipment from graders.

· Shop cleaning and equipment washing.

· Road checked Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Jamie will let Ted and Raelene Crampton know that that County will not be magchloriding Stone Creek Road until after June 19, 2010.

Chairman McGinley stated he has been working on budgets and that Jamie had the TSEP bridge budgets in good shape.  The Road and Bridge Budgets have cash, but are getting close to the end of budgeting authority.  Road and Bridge Budget line items were discussed.

There was discussion about whether or not the County has paid for the  $30,000 for the Martinell gravel.  Jamie will check into this matter.  Later in the meeting Jamie reported that the County has paid the $30,000.

Mike Shafer stated that he is going to need pit run gravel, which he will obtain from the gravel purchased from the Martinell’s.

Mike Shafer informed the Commissioners that at the MACRS Conference he reserved the patching machine for a month at the cost of $4,000.  He is not sure when he will be getting the machine.  Mike is going to order a new jack for the Lima Shop at an approximate cost of $500.

The crew has removed the cement ridge on Anderson Lane, installed pipe, and widened the road.  The pipes in the Bloody Dick Road have been fixed. 

Luke Fitch from the Lima Road Department has plowed in the Upper Centennial three times and it keeps blowing shut, so the road will just be plowed to Lakeview.

Cattleguards will be installed by Randy Smith’s house on School House Road next week or the week after that, but the road will be bladed before the installation.

Commissioner Rice said that Road Department Mechanic Larry Skiles has asked if a mailbox could be installed by the Dillon Shop.  The Commissioners agreed to this request.  Jamie will call the Post Office regarding this matter.

Joe Esposito from Dillon Electric joined the meeting.  Joe has reviewed the lighting at the Dillon shop for retrofitting under Northwest Energy’s rebate program.  The County would have an approximate annual bill savings of $610.  The rebate would be $1,012 with a simple pay back at 3.57 years.    Northwest Energy has estimated the cost of the job at $3,190, but Joe has not done an official estimate yet.  Joe asked if the Commissioners would like him to proceed with this project?

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the County participate in Northwest Energy’s rebate program for the Dillon County Shop.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Joe will bring in a “Contract to Participate’ so the shop’s power bills can be accessed.  Joe will have the estimate at the end of this week or next week.

Larry Iager submitted a letter stating that he would not accept a nomination for Chairman or any other position on the DUI Task Force.

Last week Jim and Chairman McGinley did a site inspection of the area on the Nissen Lane Bridge project where Anderson Engineering staked the right-of-way.  Discussion ensued.   Mike Shafer will talk to Roger Cleverly about the fence.

Mike informed the Commissioners that Harold Brown has indicated that he would be rebuilding his fence by the Frying Pan Road Bridge project himself.  Mike will talk to Harold this week and let Jim know for sure.  Jim will contact R.E. Miller and Sons Construction about replacing the fence across the canal on the upstream side.

Jim asked that the meeting be closed to discuss pending litigation.  Chairman McGinley closed the meeting. After the discussion, Chairman McGinley reopened the meeting.

There was brief discussion about the 2011 TSEP application process and the Anderson Lane Bridge over the West Side Canal, Bannack Bench Road Bridge over Grasshopper Creek, and Steel Creek Road Bridge over Steel Creek that will be submitted for this project

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting. Jay has hired Wells Fargo Bank Manager Kari Towery as his Administrative Assistant.  Kari’s first day of work will be April 19.  Julie worked with Kari after hours to review some of the procedures and Julie will be available on weekends if Kari needs more training.

There was discussion about the Sheriff’s budget.  The Sheriff’s Office was not awarded the $87,000 car radio grant or the COP’s grant, so Jay will not be utilizing the portion of the budget that was set-aside for match monies. The Commissioners informed Jay that for the next fiscal year there might not be any wage increases for the employees, but they think the Deputies will still get the one percent longevity increase.  

Due to budget constraints, Jay is not sure he can do the total security project in the jail; it might have to be done little by little.

Drought Task Force:

The following people joined the meeting:
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1. Bureau of Rec/East Bench Irrigation/Clark Canyon Water Users – Dennis Miotke

Dennis thanked the Commissioners for the letter of support of East Bench Irrigation District’s quest to acquire a grant from the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC).


Dennis reported the following:
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2. NCRS: No Report.

3. Wildfire:

Forest Service:  No Report.

BLM:  No Report.

State Lands:  No Report

Dillon Volunteer Fire Department:  No Report.

County Fire Warden:  The DNRC has given the Fire Warden a used truck for his use. 

4. Grazing:

Forest Service:  No Report

BLM:  No Report

State Lands:  No Report

Private:  No Report

5. National Weather Service – Gina Lose:


Gina reported on the following via the phone and the Internet:

· Percent of Normal Precipitation – March 2010, mostly below normal.

· Departure of Average Temperature.

· Percent of Normal precipitation – April 2010, below normal in the north, well above normal in the south.

· Departure from Average Temperature – April 2010, below normal.

· Departure from Average High Temperature and Departure from Average Low Temperature.

· Percent of Normal Precipitation – Water Year 2010, mostly near normal.

· Dillon Accumulated Precipitation by Water Year.

· Average Precipitation for Beaverhead and Madison Counties.

· Percent of April 1, 2010 Average Snowpack for the Jefferson River Basin, 73%.

· Percent of April 1, 2010 Average Snowpack for Madison River Basin, 70%.

· Mountain Snowpack April 1, 2010, mostly well below normal.

· Clark Canyon Reservoir – March 7 and April 11, 2010.

· Clark Canyon Reservoir Trends.

· NRCS Surface Water Supply Index – March 1, 2010, near average to slightly dry.

· USGS Gauge Reading – April 12, 2010, mostly below normal streamflows.

· Montana Drought Status Map – February and March 2010.

· National Drought Monitor Issued – March and April.

· 6 to 10 Day Outlook – 500 MB Heights and Anomalies – April 17-21, 2010.

· 6 to 10 Day Outlook – Temperature and Precipitation.

· 8 to 14 day Outlook  - 500 MB Heights and Anomalies – April 19-25, 2010.

· 8 to 14 Day Outlook- Temperature and Precipitation.

· 0-60 Hour Precipitation - .10 - .50 inches.

· 60-120 Hour Precipitation Total - .01 - .25 inches.

· 120 to 180 Hour Precipitation Total - .01 - .50 inches.

· 180 – 240 Hour Precipitation Total -  .75 – 1.25 inches

· 240 – 300 Hour Precipitation Total - .01 -.10 inches.

· April Outlook – Issued March 31, 2010.

· May – July 2010 Outlook Issued March 18, 2010.

· El Nino / La Nina – Transition Through Spring Back to neutral in summer of 2010.

6. 
Farm Service Agency: No report.

7. City of Dillon:  No Report.

8. Extension Service – J.P. Tanner

The Birch Creek water users will be short of water this year and will probably be totally out of water by mid July.

9. Fish, Wildlife, and Parks:  No report.

10. Drought Report – Larry Laknar:

Larry gave his PowerPoint presentation on the following:  

· Drought Severity Index.

·  Mountain Snow H20.

· Picture of Clark Canyon Lake,

· Graph showing the elevation of the lake.

· Inflows graph.

· Discharge graph.

· Daily Hydromet Plot for Dam

· MT. Department of NRCS.

11. Other Business:

Scott reported that on April 13, the Bureau of Reclamation would be burning willows in the Horse Prairie.  The Fire Department might send a truck.

12. Montana Drought Advisory Committee: The Committee will meet Thursday, April 22, 2010.

13. Next meeting:  The Drought Task Force will meet on Monday, May 10, 2010.

Old Business / Other Topics of Discussion;

County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting.  The Museum Association has been awarded a $56,000 Montana Department of Environmental Quality Energy Efficiency and Conservation Grant for the Depot and the Museum Building. No match is required for this grant. The lists of projects total $73,000 for both facilities.  Each individual project is less than $50,000 and does not have to be bid.  The various projects and estimates received were discussed.  The Association will have to decide what projects to do.  It was discussed that the Association might have also received a Preservation Grant, which might be used towards completing all of the projects.  Jim will contact Dorothy Stout from the Museum Association regarding the Preservation Grant.

Last week the Commissioners did an inspection of the Birch Creek Bridge.  The Commissioners feel that Title III monies can be used for this project under the Fire Wise Criteria.  A 45-day comment period for this project will be set.  Jim will do a site inspection of the Birch Creek Bridge.  There was discussion that the Forest Service will be redoing the section of Birch Creek Road that is within the forest boundary.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. Chairman McGinley reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Planner Rick Hartz:  Request for a One-Year Extension of the Silverwood Major Subdivision Preliminary Plat.

Rick could not attend this meeting due to a Big Hole Watershed Committee’s Land Use Planning Group meeting he was attending in Divide.  The Commissioners reviewed a letter from Shad Okler requesting a one-year extension for the Silverwood Subdivision preliminary plat.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that a one-year extension be granted for the Silverwood Subdivision preliminary plat.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











A letter will be sent to Mr. Okler informing him of this decision and that the expiration date of the extension will be April 23, 2011.

Old Business

There was no old business to discuss.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 4 - 10, 2010 invoices for a total of $60,068.76. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.                                          


[image: image3.wmf] 








PAGE  
218

_1332592254.doc
[image: image1.png]DROUGHT TASK FORCE MEETING
April 12, 2010

PROGRESS REPORT
CLARK CANYON RESERVOIR

ELEVATION STORAGE
YEAR: March 31, 2010 5545.00 168,733 alf
YEAR: March 31, 2009 5536.90 129,516 a/f

Difference + 39,217 aff

Present Elevation: 5545.44 feet
Storage: 170,979 a/f 112% Avg.; 98% Full

Inflows (Last five (5) days Average):191cfs/day
Present releases: 104 cfs
Snow Pack above Clark Canyon Reservoir— 74% of Avg.

INFLOWS FOR: Mar 2010 13,700a/f 223cfs/day 77 % Avg.
INFLOWS FOR: Mar 2009 12,842a/f 209cfs/day 73 % Avg.

RELEASES FOR: Mar 2010 6,324 a/ff Storage Gain: 7,376 aff
RELEASES FOR: Mar2009 2,049 a/f Storage Gain: 10,793 a/f

Lima:
4/12/10 Elevation: 6575.33 feet
Storage: 47,119 alf 103% Avg; 55% Full

4/13/09 Elevation: 6573.51 feet
Storage: 40,036 a/f 86% Avg; 46% Full

Releases: 11cfs
Inflows: 91 cfs (5 day average)

Snow Pack above Lima Dam: @% of Avg.
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