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April 13, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, April 13, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Road Department Update:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer and Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting.

Mike reported that the reclamation of the Holland Gravel Pit is almost complete.  There was discussion about purchasing a used loader.

Forest Service Representative Bob Duhame joined the meeting and submitted copies of the 2009 Schedule “A” Agreement between the County and the Forest Service.  The agreement was reviewed.  This Schedule “A” Agreement is for the maintenance of specific roads within Beaverhead County.

It was mentioned that the Forest Service needs to purchase a new cattleguard for Birch Creek Road.  Bob informed the Commission that the Forest Service would not allow the removal of the old blocks, that the cattleguard has to fit between the blocks.  Mike Shafer asked that the Forest Service mark where its boundary is on Bloody Dick Road.  Bob said the boundary would be marked.

The Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) agreement indicates that five miles on the north end of the Scenic Byway will be over laid and the rest of the road will be crack and chip sealed.  The funds for this project will be obligated this year, but the actual work will be started in 2010.  There was discussion about slide on the Byway needs to be fixed.  It is hoped that the FHWA will fix this area.

Mike Shafer submitted the Road report for April 5 – 11, 2009:

DILLON AREA

· Hauled gravel from Gravel Pit 310 (Tash pit on Hwy 378) to Gravel Pit 101 (Old Landfill).

· Stockpiled gravel at GP101.

· Did gravel pit reclamation on GP310.

· Attended a MSHA refresher class.

· Bladed on the following roads:  East Bench, Nissen, Overland and Carter Creek.

· Equipment set up of new pickups.

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper, Elkhorn and Glen area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on Big Sheep Creek and South Valley Roads.

· Hauled gravel from GP310 to GP101.

· Attended a MSHA refresher class.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed snow off of Skinner Meadows and Lower North Fork Roads.

· Hauled gravel from GP310 to GP101.

· Attended a MSHA refresher class.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Shop cleaning and fire extinguisher checks.

· Equipment service and repair.  
The County is obligated to pay for the CDL drivers’ physicals, but if an employee has to have further testing, the employee is the responsible party.

Mike Shafer will start having all the Road employees’ hearing checked on an annual basis.  The County provides earplugs for the employees and they have also been told to ask for other ear protectors if they feel the plugs don’t work well.  So far, no employee has asked for different protectors.

Mike Shafer was given approval to purchase fuel and snowplow blades.  

The County is going to use Badger Pass material for Stonehouse Road.  The BLM would like the County to estimate how much material would be need for this project.

There was discussion about starting  “revolving trade-ins” for motor patrols.

There was discussion about power washer replacements.

An onsite inspection with the engineer will be scheduled for the Governor Creek Bridge.  At this time the engineer will also be asked to reevaluate the load limit on the Rock Creek Bridge

The call for bridge inspection bids has been advertised.  The bids will be opened May 4, 2009.

Jamie will give Planner Rick Hartz the LTAP information for pedestrian paths.  

The Road employees have started their four 10-hour days.  

Sheriff’s Office Update:
The Sherriff was unable to attend.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

The County Attorney was unable to attend.

Old Business / Other Business
Planner Rick Hartz was asked to join the meeting to discuss the letter the Commissioners received from the Planning Board recommending that the Commissioners send a letter to the Anaconda-Deer Lodge County Commissioners regarding their decision to deny the variance request by K.L. Spear Limited Trust to construct a bridge across the Big Hole River.  The Board suggested that the Commissioners ask the Anaconda-Deer Lodge County Commissioners to redefine the definition of a structure that is required in the Big Hole River Conservation Development Standards permit. Rick has contacted representatives in Madison and Butte-Silver Bow Counties about their definitions of “structure” as it pertains to this matter. The Commissioners will write a letter to Anaconda-Deer Lodge County regarding this matter.

Minutes:

The minutes of the April 6, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  
MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of April 6, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.













Chairman Rice left to attend another meeting.











Drought Task Force:
The following members of the Drought Task Force joined the meeting:
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The agenda and handouts were distributed.  Introductions were given and Commissioner Haugland turned the meeting over to Larry Laknar.

Bureau of Reclamation, East Bench Canal








Dennis Miotke gave the following report on the Clark Canyon Dam and the Lima Dam.
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Water should be let into the canal by the end of the week.  Grasshopper Creek is running a lot of water at this time.

Wildfire and Grazing 

Forest Service – Tom Osen:

Meetings have been started with the permittees in the Dillon, Wisdom, and Wise River Districts.  

Last week the Forest Service was doing some pile burning in the Birch Creek and the Farland Creek areas.  The Farland Creek burn smoked this weekend and the Fire Department was called but there was no problem.

The fire crew will be up and running by May 11.  The District will have 2 engines.

DNRC – Chuck Maddox

Applications for fire personnel will be taken until the end of May and should be fully staffed by May 26.  There will be three engines fully staffed.

Dillon Fire Department – Rick Later

The Department is getting ready for the fire season and all the equipment is being checked.

Fire Warden – Scott Marsh

Thanks to the DNRC by late June or early July Beaverhead County is receiving a new Type 6 engine. 

Scott told the Task Force about the Wildland Urban Interface Conference that he and Tom Wagenknecht attended in March.  The conference was excellent.  At the conference the Australian fire fighters told about the devastating wildfires they had in Australia last year.

Tom Wagenknecht is running the fuel mitigation program for Beaverhead County.

All of the river bottoms in Beaverhead County are now included in the Interface.  This means money can be spent to mitigate fire danger in these areas.

National Weather Service – Gina Loss

Gina gave a power point presentation on the following:

Percent of Normal Precipitation – March 2009 – Well above normal; Percent of Normal Precipitation – Water Year 2009 – Near Normal; Percent of Normal precipitation – April 1 – 8, 2009 – Above normal; Dillon Accumulated precipitation by Water Year; precipitation Total – April 1 – 9, 2009; Average Precipitation; percent of April 1 Average Snowpack – Jefferson Basin – 107%; Percent of April 1 Average Snowpack – Madison Basin – 103%; Mountain Snowpack  - April 1, 2009 – Near Normal; Clark Canyon Reservoir; Clark Canyon Reservoir Trends; Clark Canyon Reservoir Trends; NRCS Surface Water Supply  Index – April 1, 2009 – Near Average to Slightly Wet; USGS Gauge Readings – Friday, April 10, 2009; Montana Drought Status Map – March 2009, National Drought Monitor – Issued April 9, 2009; 8 to 14 Day Outlook – 500mb Heights and Anomalies; 8 to 14 Outlook – Temperature and Precipitation; May – July Outlook – Issued March 19, 2009; El Nino / La Nina, and Probability for Flooding – Big Hole River at Melrose.

Drought Report – Larry Laknar
Larry gave his power point presentation on the Drought Severity Index, Mountain Snow Water Equivalents and Snotel Sites.  All the Snotel Sites are all most above or near normal.  A couple of sites in Madison County are above average.

Other Business – Handout

The handout on “Snowpack Above Clark Canyon Dam” was reviewed.

Montana Drought Advisory Committee

This meeting of the Montana Drought Advisory Committee will be April 16, 2009.

Next Drought Meeting
The next meeting of the Drought Task Force will be May 11, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.

Lunch Recess:
Commissioner Haugland recessed the meeting at 11:45 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. Chairman Rice reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Action on Resolution Approving Loan for the Dillon Airport Project:

The Commissioners reviewed a Resolution Approving a Loan in the Amount of $58,775. The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the following Resolution be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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LOAN RESOLUTION
RESOLUTION NO. 2009-06
A RESOLUTION ENTITLED; "A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY OF
Beaverhead . APPROVING A LOAN IN THE AMOUNT OF

$58,775.00 ,TOGETHER WITH INTEREST THEREON AT THE RATE OF
~ 1.6252  pER ANNUM ON THE UNPAID BALANCE OF THE PRINCIPAL UNTIL
PAID, FROM THE AERONAUTICS DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO THE COUNTY OF
Beaverhead , FOR THE PURPOSE OF:

Dillon Airport Improvement Project AIP 3-30-0022-008-2009

ATTHE _ pillon AIRPORT, LOCATED IN _ Beaverhead o
MONTANA, PROVIDING FOR THE REPAYMENT OF LOAN, AND THE TERMS
THEREOE,"

WHEREAS, the County of _ Beaverhead _, hereinafter known as
"SPONSOR", has ap;.)roval from the Aeronautics Division of the Department of Transportation
of the State of Montana, hereafter known as "DIVISION", for a loan of State funds in the amount
of _$58,775.00 together with interest thereon at the rate of _1.6257  per
annum of the unpaid balance of the principal until paid, for the purpose of Airport Improvements
described above.

The DIVISION, has prescribed the terms and conditions under which loan is to be repaid,
to wit: Said sum of $58,775.00 together with interest thereon at the rate of
_ 1.625%  per annum on the unpaid balance of the principal until paid, must be repaid to the

DIVISION, in annual installments in such payment amounts and in accordance with the schedule

Phone: (406) 444-2506 An Equal Opportunity Employer TTY: (800) 335-7592
Fax:  (406) 444-2519 Web Page: mdt.mt.gov/aviation
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Opening of and Action on Third Street Bridge Bids (Lima)

The following people joined the meeting:
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The Bids were opened and are as follows:

Westwood Curtis Construction, Inc., Wilson, WY 
$134,762


TCA, LLC, Bozeman, MT



  
$248,230


R.E. Miller and Sons, Dillon, MT                           
$143,670.25 

Langlas and Association, Bozeman, MT               
$168,853.60

Coleman Construction, Dillon, MT                        
$147,069

The Engineer’s estimate was $161,450.

Engineer Charlie Brisko will review the bid packages and report back to the Commissioners.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the awarding of the bid be tabled until April 20, 2009.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 5 – 11, 2009 invoices for a total of $24,788.63. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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[image: image1.png]of repayments as set forth in the repayment schedule attached hereto and marked EXHIBIT "A".
The SPONSOR accepts such DIVISION monies and agrees to expend same upon such
terms and conditions as are prescribed by the DIVISION, and in accordance with the Airport Aid
Application Part Four (Representations), Part Five (Sponsor Assurances) and Part Six (Project
Agreement) and by this reference incorporated herein as though fully set forth.
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED by the County of __Beaverhead s

known herein as SPONSOR, as follows:

1. SPONSOR, hereby agrees to receive and expend such loan totaling
$58,775.00 for the improvements of the _ Dillon Airport, located
in Beaverhead Montana, in the manner and form applied for, and as approved by
the DIVSION.
2. That in consideration of said loan, that SPONSOR, hereby obligates itself during

the period of time as set forth in EXHIBIT "A", to repay to the DIVSION, the loan of

$58,775.00 Jtogether with interest thereon at the rate of __1-625%  per annum
on the unpaid balance of the principal until paid, in annual installments in accordance with
EXHIBIT "A". The first of said payments, in the amount as stated in EXHIBIT "A" will be
made on or before the date set forth in EXHIBIT "A", in the full amount of the loan together
with interest as aforesaid; and

3) The SPONSOR shall have the right of prepayment of the principal and interest of

the loan, or any part thereof, without penalty, at any time. Any prepayment shall be applied first
to interest then accrued at the time of payment and the balance of the payment shall be applied to
the principal balance of the loan at the time of prepayment. Any prepayment of principal shall
accordingly reduce the amount of interest to be paid on the loan. The prepayment shall not
relieve the Sponsor from making the next succeeding payment installment or installment when

due until the tota! balance of the loan is paid in full.
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[image: image1.png]4.) SlfONSOR, in consideration of said loan does hereby obligate itself to include
within its budget for the period of time during which loan is to be repaid, sufficient funds to pay
and discharge loan together with interest thereon in the amount as stated in EXHIBIT "A".

Unanimously passed and approved by the County of _ Beaverhead , located

in Dillon ,Montana, this 13th day of 2009

Chairman, County Commissioners

Witnessed by:

syl .
vopia
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PROGRESS REPORT
CLARK CANYON RESERVOIR:
ELEVATION STORAGE
YEAR: March 31, 2009 5536.90 129,516 a/f
YEAR: March 31, 2008 5533.72 115,615 a/f
Difference + 13,901 a/f

Present Elevation: 5538.03 feet ~ Storage: 134,680 a/f 88% Avg.
77% full

Inflows (Last five (5) days Average): 302 cfs/day

Present releases: 34 cfs Snow pack: 109% Avg.

INFLOWS FOR: Mar 2009 12,842 a/f 209 cfs/day 73 % Avg.
INFLOWS FOR: Mar 2008 9,680 a/f 157 cfs/day 55% Avg.

RELEASES FOR: Mar 2009 2,049 a/f Storage Gain: 10,793 a/f
RELEASES FOR: Mar 2008 1,861 a/f Storage Gain: 7,819 a/f

Lima: Elevation: 6573.51 Feet Storage: 40,035 a/f 86% Avg
Current Releases: 7 cfs Inflows: 197 cfs (5 day average)

Snow pack above Lima: 98% of Avg.







