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April 14, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, April 14, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the April 7, 2008 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the April 7, 2008 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Larry and Lois Volkening joined the meeting.

Commissioner Haugland informed the other Commissioners that John Whittingham called and wanted to know where he stands with the Native Plant Park project.  Patti will research past minutes.  John informed Commissioner Haugland that the City of Dillon wants to take over the Park.  The Commissioners found this suggestion agreeable since the Park is not County property.

Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the following reports:


BEAVERHEAD COUNTY ROAD WORK

March 23rd to March 29th, 2008

Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas

DILLON AREA

· Plowed and sanded with a truck on all local roads and Scenic Byway (Polaris) and Bannack.

· Plowed snow with a grader on Highway 324 (Bannack Pass), Lemhi pass and Bloody Dick Road.

· Installed a culvert on Bloody Dick Road at mile pose 5.5.

· Hauled gravel for road repair on Bloody Dick Road at the intersection with Brenner Lane.

· Installed “rough road” signs and bump markers on Carrigan Lane.  Installed a Stop sign at the intersection of Carrigan and Eliason Lanes.

· Moved equipment from Melrose to Dillon.

· Road checked area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on South Valley, Big Sheep Creek and Sage Creek Roads.

· Hauled gravel from Snowline to the Dillon shop.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and Centennial Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the roads in the Jackson and Wisdom areas.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.


BEAVERHEAD COUNTY ROAD WORK 

March 30th to April 5th, 2008

Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas

DILLON AREA

· Plowed and sanded with a truck on all local roads and Scenic Byway (Polaris) and Bannack.

· Plowed snow with a grader on Hwy 324 (Bannack Pass) and Lemhi Pass.

· Moved fence in the right-of-way on Smith Road and Lovers Leap Road.  

· Yard maintenance and cleaning.

· Patched soft spots and installed warning signs on the pavement on Schuler Lane and Blacktail and Carrigan Roads.

· Repaired approach on Selway Drive to MDT Park west of Laknar Lane. 

· Put up bridge end markers on Browne’s Bridge Road on the Big Hole River (Bridge #B-18D) and the middle bridge on Browne’s Bridge Road (Bridge #B-17D).  Also put up bridge end markers on Buster Brown Road (Bridge #B-14D)

· Replaced stolen road signs on the following roads and lanes:  Buster Brown, Blacktail, Flynn, Cloud Nine and the stop sign at the intersection of Carrigan and Eliason Lanes.

· Attended the Montana County Road Supervisors Conference (MACRS) in Helena.  (3 Dillon employees and 1 from Wisdom)

· Road checked area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on South Valley, Big Sheep Creek and Sage Creek Roads.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and Centennial Valley area roads.

· Yard Maintenance.

· Hauled gravel to Dillon for repairing potholes.  

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow with a grader on the Scenic Byway (Wise River), Miner Lake, Warm Springs, Skinner Meadows, Lower North Fork Roads and roads in the Jackson and Wisdom areas.

· Repaired the deck on the first bridge on the Lower North Fork Road.

· Put “warning” signs on Steel Creek Road for springtime road conditions.

· Cleaned a culvert on Rock Creek Road.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.


BEAVERHEAD COUNTY ROAD WORK 
April 6th to April 12th, 2008

Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas

DILLON AREA

· Plowed and sanded with a truck on the Scenic Byway (Polaris), Bannack and all paved area roads.

· Plowed snow with a grader on Lemhi Pass and Bannack Pass.

· Hauled gravel and reconstructed the road approach to the railroad crossing on Bond Lane.

· Removed three old culverts on Bond Lane.

· Cleaned shoulders and ditch on Bond Lane.

· Blade and watered East Bench Road.

· Cleaned culverts on Bannack Bench Road and Mansfield Lane.

· Road checked Horse Prairie, Glen, Elkhorn and Blacktail roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on the South Valley, Big Sheep Creek and Sage Creek Roads.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Hauled gravel on South Valley Road at Monida.

· Hauled gravel to Lima shop.  

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow with a grader on the following roads:  Scenic Byway (Wise River), Twin Lakes, Rock Creek, River, Moose Creek, Upper and Lower North Fork, Skinner Meadows, Lower Bender Creek, Big Swamp Creek, Little Lake Creek, Gibbonsville and Big Lake Creek.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.
The Commissioners reviewed a draft letter to Jeff Eibert from the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) regarding the approach of old Butte Highway (Selway Drive) with Highway 91 North.  Richard and MDT have researched the ownership of the Old Butte Highway and according to the records this road still belongs to MDT.

Previous to this meeting the Commissioners reviewed the following Resolutions: Resolution No. 2008-07-Beaverhead County Resolution Adopting Bridge Evaluation and Capital Improvement Plan; Resolution No. 2008-08-Resolution To Adopt The Final Preliminary Engineering Reports To Complete Bridge Improvements; and Resolution No. 2008-09-Beaverhead County Resolution To Authorize Submission Of TSEP Application; Resolution No. 2008-10-Beaverhead County Resolution To Fund Matching Monies For TSEP Grant.   Chairman Rice asked if there were any questions for Richard there being no questions, the following motions were made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Resolution No. 2008-07-Beaverhead County Resolution Adopting Bridge Evaluation and Capital Improvement Plan be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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BEAVERHEAD COUNTY RESOLUTION ADOPTING
BRIDGE EVALUATION AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County desires to have a Bridge Evaluation and Capital
Improvement Plan in place; and

WHEREAS, a Bridge Evaluation and Capital Improvement Plan has been prepared
by Great West Engineering and submitted to the County; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Beaverhead County Montana
find the Bridge Evaluation and Capital Improvement Plan prepared by Great West
Engineering to be appropriate and sufficient for the County’s purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the 2008 Beaverhead County Bridge
Evaluation and Capital Improvement Plan prepared by Great West Engineering shall be
and is hereby approved by the Board of County Commissioners.

DATED THIS 14" day of April 2008.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Resolution No. 2008-08-Resolution To Adopt The Final Preliminary Engineering Reports To Complete Bridge Improvements be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE FINAL PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING
REPORTS TO COMPLETE BRIDGE IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County, Montana has completed Preliminary
Engineering Reports (hereafter referred to as PERs for the Carrigan Lane Bridge over
the Canyon Ditch (B19-D), the Nissen Lane Bridge over the Dillon Canal (B03-D), and
the Frying Pan Road Bridge over the West Side Canal (B04-D);

WHEREAS, the PERs have identified needs for each of these County bridges;

WHEREAS, the PERs provide recommendations for improvements to each of
these bridges;

WHEREAS, the PERSs provide recommendations for funding the recommended
bridge improvements;

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County, Montana has the legal jurisdiction and authority
to construct, finance, operate and maintain the bridge system;

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County, Montana held a public meeting to review the
PERs, review the recommended funding alternatives, and solicits public comment.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Beaverhead County Board Of
Commissioners to adopt the Final PERs and recommendations for the Carrigan Lane
Bridge over the Canyon Ditch (B19-D), the Nissen Lane Bridge over the Dillon Canal
(B03-D), and the Frying Pan Road Bridge over the West Side Canal (B04-D).

PASSED AND APPROVED this 14th day of April 2008.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

C. Thomas Rice, Chairman
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MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that Resolution No. 2008-09-Beaverhead County Resolution To Authorize Submission Of TSEP Application be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously. 








[image: image3.wmf]
Chairman Rice asked for discussion on Resolution No. 2008-10-Beaverhead County Resolution To Fund Matching Monies For TSEP Grant.  There was discussion about want funds the Commissioners want to designate for the payment of match monies.  The Commissioners decided that PILT funds would be used for paying the match monies.  The following motion was paid:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that Resolution No. 2008-10-Beaverhead County Resolution To Fund Matching Monies For TSEP Grant be adopted A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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Richard reported on the MACRS conference he attended a few weeks ago.  


On June 4, 2008, Richard and BLM representatives will try to locate potential gravel pits on BLM property.  


Richard again stated that the Road Department does not have enough loaders, backhoes, or dump trucks to take care of the roads.  Richard said that there might be used equipment available.


The Commissioner reviewed pictures of a used three point hitch mower that Richard wants to purchase and use for willows and sagebrush.  The cost of the mower is $4,500.  The Commissioners gave Richard their approval to purchase this mower.


Commissioner Haugland said that when the bridge on Stonehouse Road was closed the County agreed that Eliason Lane would be improved and that this has not happened.  Richard said that he was aware of this and the he will talk to Paul Rebich about obtaining gravel from him for this project.   Richard left the meeting.


Prior to this meeting the Commissioner reviewed the following resolutions: Resolution No. 2008-11- Request For Annexation Of Contiguous Government Land and Removal From Fire District and Resolution 2008-12-Beaverhead County Resolution To Adopt Proactive Planning Process.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Resolution No. 2008-11 Request For Annexation Of Contiguous Government Land And Removal From Fire District be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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REQUEST FOR ANNEXATION OF CONTIGUOUS GOVERNMENT
LAND AND REMOVAL FROM FIRE DISTRICT

To: The Mayor and the City Council of the City of Dillon, and the Officers of Dillon Fire
District No. 2

WHEREAS, The undersigned, Board of County Commissioners of Beaverhead County,
Montana, the administrative heads of the holder of a beneficial interest in the land as defined in
Section 7-2-4403 M.C.A., does hereby certify that Beaverhead County, Montana has a
beneficial interest in the property described herein because the properties consist of portions of
a County road and portions of public streets and alleys under the jurisdiction of Beaverhead
County, Montana. Beaverhead County respectfully requests the Mayor and the City Council of
the City of Dillon to annex into the City boundaries certain properties consisting of streets,
alleys, and the rights-of-way in which the County has a beneficial interest, located in Section 18,
Township 7 South, Range 8 West, and more particularly described as:

The following streets and alleys located adjacent to the City of Dillon:

Noble Avenue extending from the southern side of Skihi Street where
it intersects Noble Avenue thence northerly along the easternmost
boundary of Noble Avenue until its intersection with State Highway 41
also described as Montana Street Northeast

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that thee undersigned respectfully requests that the
herein above-described property be excluded from Dillon Fire District No. 2 in order that the
annexation may be accomplished.

IN WITNESS whereof the undersigned has executed this Resolution on this 14" day of
April 2008.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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Chairman
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Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder






Commissioner Rice asked if there was any discussion on Resolution 2008-12-Beaverhead County Resolution To Adopt Proactive Planning Process.  Commissioner Haugland stated that this Resolution will put the planning process in motion and that it is in place of a Memorandum of Understanding.  The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Resolution 2008-12; Beaverhead County Resolution To Adopt Proactive Planning Process be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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BEAVERHEAD COUNTY RESOLUTION TO ADOPT
PROACTIVE PLANNING PROCESS

WHEREAS, the City/County Task Force on Growth in the 1-Mile Primary Growth
Ring around Dillon spent 6-months identifying, analyzing, and reviewing growth related
issues within the 1-mile area surrounding Dillon, and

WHEREAS, that Task Force made up of City Planning Board members, County
Planning Board members, and citizens living in this growth area, made
recommendations to the City Planning Board, County Planning Board, and the
governing bodies of both the City of Dillon and Beaverhead County, and

WHEREAS, those final recommendations to these entities included among other
items, the development of a Growth Plan for this city/county area, the development of
comprehensive implementation plans for this Growth Plan that includes development
codes, zoning ordinances, enforcement policies, etc. for this area, and

WHEREAS, these recommendations also include the need to retain the
assistance of independent professionals and/or organizations to help, assist, and give
guidance in the development of this Plan and to Get Started Now and have a Plan
developed within 1-year. (Report issued August 1, 2007), and

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Planning Board and Beaverhead County
Commission have formally adopted the recommendations of the City/County Task
Force, and

WHEREAS, the recommendations of the City/County Task Force represents and
supports the community’s desires and goals identified thru public participation in the
development of these recommendations and that these goals are intended to preserve
and retain the shared community values that are the basis for the quality of life that
makes the Dillon area a special place to live, and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City of Dillon and Beaverhead County to enter
into a proactive planning process to address growth by developing a plan and then
consider the adoption of enforceable regulations to implement the plan, and

WHEREAS, Beaverhead County reserves their right to review, revise, and
change the recommendations made by the Planning Group if they deem appropriate
during the required public hearings and comment process which will be required to
implement the Plan envisioned by this resolution.

NOW, THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Beaverhead County Board of
Commissioners hereby adopt this Resolution to proceed through this process required
to implement the joint planning process created by Senate Bill 201 and codified in MCA-
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The following members of the Drought Task Force joined the meeting:
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Introductions were given and Chairman Rice turned the meeting over to Larry. 


Dennis gave the following report on the Clark Canyon Dam and the Lima Reservoir:


Clark Canyon Dam


Storage:


March 31, 2008  – Elevation:  5,533.72
Storage: 115,615 Acre Feet


March 31, 2007  – Elevation:  5,536.29
Storage: 126,777 Acre Feet



Difference:         -11,162 Acre Feet


Present Elevation: 5,534.47    


Present Storage:  118,810 Acre Feet 77% of Avg.


Inflows:


March 31, 2008 - 9,680 Acre Feet

152 CFS/day -- 55% of average



March 31, 2007 - 13,312Acre Feet

212 CFS/day -- 75% of average


The average inflows for the last five days: 157 CFS/day



Releases:


March 31, 2008     1,861-Acre Feet
Total Gain in Storage: 7,819 Acre Feet


March 31, 2007     2,361-Acre Feet
Total Gain in Storage:  10,951 Acre Feet


Present Release: 28 CFS.


Lima Dam

March 14, 2008:  Elevation: 6,566.79    Storage:  22,459 Acre Feet –48% of Avg. 


Releasing:  28 CFS    


Inflows:  49 CFS/Day for last 5 days  

Dillon Volunteer Fire Department & Fire Warden – Scott Marsh, Dillon Fire Administrator Rick Later

Scott reported that Department is ready for the season. Rick reported that the Polaris Ranger has been setup for fire fighting.

National Weather Service – Gin Loss

Gina Loss from the National Weather Service gave her power point presentation via the Internet and conference call.  Updates were given on the following: Temperature Anomalies March 2008; Percent of Normal Precipitation – March 2008; Percent of Normal Precipitation - Water Year 2008; Departure from Average Temperature  - April 1 – 9, 2008; Percent of Average  Precipitation – April 1 – 9. 2008; Statewide Average Precipitation – April beginning of increase in spring precipitation; Mountain Snowpack – Percent of Average – April 1, 2008; Basin Snow water Average – Madison River Basin; Basin Snow Water Average – Gallatin River Basin; Basin Snow Water Average – Jefferson River Basin; Basin Snow Water Average – Missouri River Headwaters Basin; Clark Canyon Reservoir; Clark Canyon Reservoir – Elevation 2004-2008 and Average; Montana Drought Status Map – March 2008; National Drought Monitor – Issued April 8, 2008; Palmer Hydrological Drought Index – March 2008; 8 to 14 Day Outlook – 500mb Heights and Anomalies; 8 to 14 Day Outlook – Temperature – Best chance are for cool temperatures; 8 to 14 Day Outlook  - Precipitation; El Nino/ La Nina; May – July Outlook; Drought Outlook – Issued April 3, 2008; and Probabilistic Flood Outlook – Big Hole River at Melrose

Bill Tash reported that in attended the International Conference on Climate Change.  There were 500 scientists that testified to world conditions.  There was a lot of contradictory statement to global warming.

Drought Report – Larry Laknar

 Larry gave a power point presentation on the following: U.S. Drought Monitor – April 8, 2008; U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook – Valid April 3, 2008 – June 2008; Montana Drought Status by County – March 2008; Clark Canyon Reservoir:  Reclamation, Flood Surcharge, Elevation, Acre Feet. etc.; Snowtel Sites: Clark Canyon- Beaverhead River; Lakeview Ridge, Beagle Springs, Bloody Dick,  Calvert Creek, Carrot Basin, Clover Meadow, Darkhorse Lake, Divide, Lemhi Ridge, Lone Mountain, Madison Plateau, Mule Creek, Short Creek, Tepee Creek, and Whisky Creek; Observed Fire Danger Class – April 9, 2008; Obs. 1000 Hour FM – April 9, 2008; Surface Water Supply Index; SWSI 2008, Mountain Snow Water Equivalent, and Streamflow Prospects for Montana.

Next Meeting

The next Drought Task Force meeting will be May 12, 2008, at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ room.

The Drought Task Force left the meeting.

Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  


Sheriff Jay Hansen had nothing to report.


Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 6 – 12, 2008 invoices for a total of $54,426.38 The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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