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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

April 19, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, April 19, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the April 12, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland   moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the April 12, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Projects Update:

County Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, County Engineer Jim Carpita, County Attorney Jed Fitch and Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.

The Schedule “A” agreement between the County and the Forest Service and the work that needs to be done on the roads that this agreement addresses was discussed.  Mike will talk with again Bob Duhame at the Forest Service about this agreement.  The Commissioners did not sign the agreement.

Mike submitted a County Road Department Work Schedule for the Commissioners to review.   

Within the next few weeks cattleguards will be place on Schoolhouse Road.  

A complaint was received regarding the condition of Bond Road.  The Road will be bladed this week and after some rain more extensive work will be done on the Road.  

Mike reported that several feet of guardrail on the bridge at the end of East Bench Road to the Nutracea Plant have been torn off.    The Bureau of Reclamation owns the bridge, but Mike will inform the Bureau that the County has posts if the Bureau needs them.

Jim reported that he still needs lien releases on Carrigan lane; one from the subcontractor and one from the landowner.

Jim reported that he has talked to Paul Rebich about his subdivision on Eliason Lane.  Paul is expecting the County to get a barrow pit permit.  These types of permits require that the County pay the Department of Environmental Qualify (DEQ) for gravel and also do the reclamation.  It has been Jim’s understanding that Paul was going to take care of this matter.  Jim will talk to Paul again.

Mike reported that a culvert on Eliason Lane did not fail, but the 3 Rivers Telephone tore end off of it, put it back, and covered it up.   Mike suggested that the County have a two-year warranty for utility companies working in the rights-of-ways, so when they damage County property the companies will pay for the damage.

Mike reported that at the end of June Vigilante Electric wants to bury a line by the Scenic Byway, just a few days after the seal coat to the Byway is applied.  Mike has told Vigilante that the line needs to be buried before the seal coat is applied or to wait until next year.  Mike suggested that the County put more conditions on its permits.

Mike informed the Commissioners and Jim that the Westside Canal Company does not want a fence on the upper side of the Canal by the Frying Pan Road Bridge project.  

Mike and Jamie left the meeting.

Jed asked that the meeting be closed to discuss litigation matters.  Chairman McGinley closed the meeting.  At the end of the discussion, Chairman McGinley reopened the Commissioners’ meeting and Jed left.

The Commissioners have been given a copy of the TSEP Application and the Engineering Report that Engineer Karl Yakwich of Great West Engineering submitted to the TSEP Program on Jim informed the Commissioners that for any projects at the Museum that the Montana Department of Environmental Quality Energy Efficiency and Conservation Grant is being used, the wages have to be paid at federal prevailing wages.  Dorothy has also informed Jim that the projects for the Energy Efficiency Grant are not the same projects as the Preservation Grant projects.  Jim left the meeting.

The Mid-way project that the Fairgrounds was discussed.  The Commissioners will talk to Mike Shafer about scheduling this project before the fair.

It was discussed that a Compensation Board meeting needs to be held soon.  Chairman McGinley referred to Montana Code Annotated 7-4-2510, which states that if no wage increases are given, the deputies lose their one percent longevity.   Chairman McGinley informed the Commissioners that last year a few counties gave a penny raise just so the deputies could receive their one percent longevity.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  The Commissioners informed him about 7-4-2510 M.C.A and discussion ensued.

Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 11:00 a.m. for the 911 Committee meeting.

At 1:30 p.m. Chairman McGinley reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Old Business / Other Topics of Discussion:

The Commissioners opened their mail and responded accordingly.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 11-17, 2010 invoices for a total of $30,818.00. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.  Chairman McGinley left the meeting.

Tom Waldorf:  Fern Lane and Bike Path:

Tom Waldorf and Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting to discuss the graveling of Fern Lane.  The Hildreth II Subdivision Homeowners’ Association (HOA) collects quarterly dues for water, lighting, and roads within the Subdivision.  The HOA is willing to contribute money to purchase the gravel for Fern Lane.  There was discussion as to how much gravel would be needed and as to what type to use.  Tom said if the gravel works on Fern Lane the HOA will look into gravelling the other roads in the Subdivision.  The Commissioners asked for a letter of commitment from the HOA stating the HOA will contribute no more that $8,000 for the purchase of gravel for Fern Lane.  Tom will get the letter written and have it signed by the officers of the HOA.  Fern Lane will be magchlorided after the gravel is laid.

Tom told the Commissioners that people are already using the bike path and wondered if signs or posts could be installed to keep horses and four-wheelers off the path.  It was decided to wait and see if these problems developed.  

Rick explained that on the areas between driveways and roads and the path and the areas between driveways and roads and Laknar Lane will be paved to alleviate wear and tear on the path’s edges.  Rick has talked to CTEP Representatives and there is $10,000 in the County’s CTEP right-of-way line item that can be used for this project.  The rough estimate is $13,000.

Tom said that sometime this summer the path would be dedicated to the memory of Mike Hilton.  
Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

Madison County Commissioner Dave Schulz joined the meeting and distributed copies of the Southwest Montana Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) membership list and copies of “SRS2 Allocation Report, Fiscal year 2008 - Secure Rural Schools Act Title II Funds Apportioned by Proclaimed National Forest, February 12, 2009.”  The Commissioners reviewed these handouts.  The first RAC meeting was held today and the next one is scheduled for 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, June 2, 2010 at the Dillon Forest Service building.  The Forest Service has 25 projects, which the RAC wants to cost share and create other partnerships.  Over the four-year life of the RAC, the RAC would like to see most of the money come back to the counties.  The RAC has three categories with five members each.  To pass a project a majority of each group has to vote for the project.  If one group does not, the project does not get passed. For procedural issues a general consensus has to be reached.  There is $10,000 budget for RAC expenses, i.e. tours, mileage, etc.  Each county will host a RAC meeting.

Mike Johnson joined the meeting. Mike again asked for phone numbers the County is paying for.  The County Attorney has told Mike that he cannot have the cell phone numbers.  He is going to court in Madison County with the fire district. Mike wants the bills to see who is “ratting” on him to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).   Mike explained about his court cases. Mike feels the DEQ and others are taking information out of his file.  Mike asked for a copy of the Employee Policy Manual and was given one.   He presents his information to the Judge on May 3, 2010. 

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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