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April 20, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, April 20, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the April 13, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the April 13, 2009 meeting be approved with changes.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin briefly joined the meeting and submitted the Road Department Report for April 12 – 18, 2009:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Beaverhead, Elk, Buffalo, Laknar and part of Carrigan.

· Moved gravel and stockpiled gravel from Gravel Pit 308 (Bannack State Park – Holland Ranch) to Gravel Pit 101 (Old Landfill).

· Reclaimed Gravel Pit 308.

· Hauled gravel to Browne’s Bridge Road for a new culvert installation.

· Moved equipment from Grasshopper to Dillon and Lima to Dillon.

· Plowed snow on the Byway, Bannack Bench and all local paved roads.

· Plowed with a grader on the following roads and lanes:  Lemhi Pass, Bannack Pass, Brenner, Bloody Dick, Medicine Lodge, Carter Creek, Nissen, Sweetwater, Flynn, Carrigan, Smith, Eliason, Old Stage, Rebich, Bolick, Downing and Carroll.

· Installed weight limit signs on Sweetwater Road.

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper, Melrose, Elkhorn and Glen area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on Big Sheep Creek, Stibal and South and North Valley Roads. 

· Hauled gravel on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed Skinner Meadows Road.

· Welded and fabricated on backhoe buckets.

· Repaired cattleguards in the shop.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
On Tuesday, April 16, 2009 Chairman Rice, Morrison and Maierle Engineer Charlie Brisko, US Fish and Wildlife Service Representative Jeff Everett and Wally Zobell did an inspection on Governor Creek Bridge and also did a preliminary inspection of the Rock Creek Bridge to reevaluate load limits, etc.

 Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  In late May or the end of June there will be two detention officer positions opened.  Jay will be starting the application process as soon as possible.  

There are several good candidates for Deputy Moen’s position.  Two of the candidates are already certified and one is paying his own way through the police academy. 

Jay completed and submitted the COPS grant application on time.  The Montana Board of Crime Control reviewed it and did not find any flaws.  The grant monies will be awarded in September for the start of the federal fiscal year of October 1, 2009.

There are seven inmates at this time but two of them are at Warm Springs and the other one is in Fort Harrison.  Last were there were 11 to 12 inmates all week.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting and reported that there have been no status changes on the items discussed a few weeks ago.  

Jed reviewed the bid print out for the Third Street Bridge project.  There were some minor flaws, but nothing that would prohibit the Commissioners from awarding the bid to the lowest bidder.  The lowest bidder exceeds the MCA code for the five percent resident bid preference; the lowest bid is 6.6 percent higher the lowest local bid.  

Last week the Dillon City Council voted against seating Larry Volkening as the County’s representative to the City’s Planning Board citing the right to do this under the City’s charter.  It was discussed that Jed would right a letter to the City Council, but before the letter is written the Commissioenrs will to talk to Larry Volkening about this matter.

Planner Rick Hartz – Action on the Preliminary Plat of the Riata Ranchettes Minor Subdivision:

Planner Rick Hartz, Developer Kari Lamey, and adjoining landowner Jules Marchesseault joined the meeting.  Prior to this meeting the Commissioners were given a subdivision information packet including the Staff Report and Planning Board recommendations.

This proposed five lot minor subdivision is located in Sections 15, 21 and 22 of Township 5 South, Range 9 West.  The total acreage of the parcel (Tract 1B of Amended C.O.S. #1447 BA) is 121.60 acres. The largest lot is 39.46 acres and the smallest lot is 20.01 acres. This tract is located approximately 13 miles north of Dillon at the Apex Interchange off of I-15.  Access is from Apex West Road, a state maintained paved road. 

Existing land use in the area is primarily agricultural livestock grazing with some flood irrigated hay production.  This proposal also is adjacent to and borders the Dutchman Springs Mountain Estates Major Subdivision. That proposal of 50 lots (2-4+ acres in size) has received D.E.Q. approval for 31 lots.  The Beaverhead County Commission granted preliminary plat approval to Dutchman Springs in August 2007.
The owners of record of the proposed Riata Ranchettes Minor Subdivision are Kari and Cory Lamey.

At the Planning Board’s meeting regarding this subdivision Tex and Jules Marchesseault had the following concerns:

*About the wells associated with this proposal and the affect to the aquifer.  

*That all adjoining landowners should be notified for all subdivisions not just for major subdivisions.

*The Trailing livestock and the water right for the pond and ditch.

Jules stated that he would like to see all the lots be fenced with 48-inch page wire, this would alleviate problems with trailing cattle such as cattle in flower beds, dogs harassing the cattle, etc.

A variance request for Lot #5 has been submitted for the length to width ratio. 











MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the variance request for the Riata Ranchettes Minor Subdivision be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the Preliminary Plat of the Riata Ranchettes Minor Subdivision be conditionally approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.




Awarding of Bids for the Third Street Bridge Project (Lima):

Road Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting. The bids received last week for the above-mentioned project were as follows:

Westwood Curtis Construction, Inc., Wilson, WY 
$134,762


TCA, LLC, Bozeman, MT



  
$248,230


R.E. Miller and Sons, Dillon, MT                           
$143,670.25 

Langlas and Association, Bozeman, MT               
$168,853.60

Coleman Construction, Dillon, MT                        
$147,069

The lowest bid from Westwood Curtis Construction, Inc. exceeds the residence bidder preference of five percent.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the bid for the Third Street Bridge project be awarded to Westwood Curtis Construction for $134,762.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Jamie will send each bidder a letter informing them of this decision.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Old Business / Other Business:

Eldon Ayers joined the meeting to discuss the Commissioners’ decision to appeal the Forest Services’ Record of Decision.  Eldon will be writing the appeal for the County.  Eldon has raised his rates. Eldon will also be writing draft legislation for the County.

Planner Rick Hartz and Larry Volkening joined the meeting. The Dillon City County voted against seating Larry as the County’s representative to the Dillon Planning Board.  Larry attends the meetings but cannot vote.  He takes notes and reports to Rick Hartz.   Larry is willing to continue to attend these meetings.  County Attorney Jed Fitch will write a letter for the Commissioners informing the City of Dillon that Larry is still the County’s chosen representative.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 12-18, 2009 invoices for a total of $58,718.75. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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