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April 26, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, April 26, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the April 19, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland   moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the April 19, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Projects Update:

County Engineer Jim Carpita, County Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, and Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.

The following Road Report for April 18-24, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Bloody Dick, Medicine Lodge and Flynn.

· Bladed and watered on Bond Road.

· Road reconstruction on Carrigan Lane at the new bridge.

· Hauled gravel to the new bridge on Carrigan Lane.

· Staking and engineering for a new cattleguard on Schoolhouse Road.

· Road checked the Dillon, Melrose, Scenic Byway at Wise River, Glen, Horse Prairie and Grasshopper area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on the South Valley Road. Red Rock pass is now open.

· Plowed snow on the North Valley Road and it is now open.

· Bladed Chute Canyon Road and Munday Lane.

· Thawed culverts on the South Valley Road.

· Installed a new culvert on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Removed rocks on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Road checked Lima and Dell area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on Skinner Meadows and Miner Lake Roads.

· Repaired a washout on Rock Creek Road.

· Placed riprap on a bridge on Miner Lake Road.

· Installed summer blading equipment on graders.

· Cleaning and yard maintenance.

· Road checked the following roads:  Twin Lakes, Steel Creek,  Gibbonsville and Upper North Fork. 
·  Equipment service and repair.  
There is approximately one-half day of work left on the Carrigan Lane Bridge project and then it will be ready for paving. There is approximately 1,000 feet that will need to be paved. Cecil Jones and Dave Schuett’s approaches are fixed.  Dave Schuett is going to do his own fencing.  The County will put wire across the canal for Cecil Jones. 

The Frying Pan Road Bridge project should be completed today and there is fencing left to do on the Nissen Lane Bridge project.  Commissioner Rice is still trying to meet with Roger Cleverly regarding this fencing.   Jamie is tracking the in-kind services on all three TSEP bridge projects.    All three projects should be closed out by June 10.

The County is retaining Becco’s Engineering money on the Carrigan Lane project, because Becco does not have al the lien releases or the final costs resolved for Pretex.  

This week a crew will be in the Glen area replacing cattleguards and blading roads.

The Centennial Valley Road and the Red Rock Pass is open.  There is a section between Clover Creek and the Lima Dam that is not open, but a crew is working on opening it today.

The Mid-way project at the Fairgrounds was discussed.  Millings and reclamite will be placed around the first of August.  The crew will also make sure the area drains into the center. 

The residents that live along Bond Lane want the road graveled.  Lover’s Leap Road needs to be graveled, but Mike stated that rights-of-way issues need to be resolved and a cul-de-sac made before this will happen. Jamie and Mike left the meeting.

Jim asked that the meeting be closed to discuss pending litigation. Chairman McGinley closed the meeting at 10:00 a.m.  After the discussion, Chairman McGinley reopened the meeting at 10:10 a.m.

Starting today Reeder Street will be closed for the Blacktail Deer Creek Project.  Railroad Street is still closed, but there are two other ways to access the area.

There was discussion regarding projects for the Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) i.e., the Argenta Bridge, the bridges on the Big Sheep Creek, the graveling of Birch Creek Road, etc.

Jim informed the Commissioners that the Museum’s Preservation Grant is going to be expanded to cover some of the over lapping projects that the Montana Department of Environmental Quality Energy Efficiency and Conservation Grant is funding. Federal prevailing wages will apply to these projects.  Jim called Beaverhead Glass regarding this requirement and the estimate increased by $2,000.

Kyle Malkovich has informed Commissioner Rice that Nate Finch is donating a piece of ground   to the Jackson Fire Department that is located behind the Jackson shop.  The firemen are going to fence the area and want to know if the County wants a fence between the Department and the Shop.  The Commissioners will have Mike Shafer contact Kyle.

Commissioner Haugland informed the Commissioners that last week Joe Esposito from Dillon Electric submitted a  $3,500 bid and the break down for the retrofitting of the lights at the Dillon Shop. The rebate from Northwest Energy is $1,000 and the simple payback is 4 years.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the County accept Joe Esposito’s bid of $3,500 to retrofit the lighting at the Dillon Shop.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Dillon City Operation’s Manager J.S. Turner joined the meeting.  J.S. informed the Commissioners that there was a collision between a train and a tractor at the Kidd railroad crossing.   

J.S. will contact the Railroad about the upgrading of the Reeder Street Crossing.  For its cost portion of this project, the County and the Railroad have reached an agreement.

J.S. asked about Coleman Construction closing Reeder Street.  J.S. was informed that is up to the contractor to contact the appropriate entities about closing the street.  Coleman has contacted the radio and the Dillonite Dailey.  J.S. has told Coleman that he needs to contact the emergency responders.  Chairman McGinley called Dillon Fire Administrator Rick Later regarding this matter and found out that Coleman has not contacted the Fire Department.  Police Chief Paul Craft is going to meet with Coleman and find out whom to contact for the upkeep of the roadblock.   Paul feels that concrete barriers are needed at the railroad crossing.  J.S. also mentioned that Madison County needs to be contacted and told to have the Solid Waste truck drivers use Swenson Way and not Reeder Street.  J.S. will contact Madison County.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Due to the accident at the Kid railroad crossing, Sheriff Jay Hansen was unable to meet with the Commissioners.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion.

The Commissioners opened their mail and responded accordingly.

Red Rock Wildlife Refuge Manager Bill West and National Wildlife Refuge Realty Specialist Gary Sullivan:  Various Topics:

Red Rock Wildlife Refuge Manager Bill West, National Wildlife Refuge Realty Specialist Gary Sullivan, and Jack Giles joined the meeting.  Gary distributed the following information:
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‘The U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) plans to purchase the 1,480 acre Elisabeth
Grazing Association property within Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)
in the Centennial Valley (sce attached map). An additional 6,313 acre State land lease
will be assigned to the Service under the standard 10 year lease agreement with the
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC).

‘The Service plans to purchase the property in phases over the next 3 - § years as funding
becomes available. The first phase to be acquired this year involves 330 acres.

‘The property would be managed as part of Red Rock Lakes NWR and provide the public
with additional wildlife dependent recreation opportunities.

Acquisition of the property should not result in a loss of tax revenue to Beaverhead
‘County. The Fish and Wildlife Service reimburses local goverments for property taxes
through the Refuge Revenue Sharing Act. The 2009 property taxes for this tract was
§1,454.26. Once fully acquired, the projected Refuge Revenue Sharing payment for the
entire 1,480 acres would be approximately $13,830.




Elisabeth (spelling is as per County records) Grazing LLC (not Association) out of Delaware bought the property from Roger Peters after a failed effort between Roger and the U.S. Wildlife Service  (FWS) to create a conservation easement.  The LLC was not interested in a conservation easement either.  The FWS has a 36-month purchase contract including a renewable clause with the LLC to purchase the property and the 2010 one million-dollar apportionment will be used for the purchase.

The FWS will make annual lease payments to the school trust, but the leases will not be assigned to the FWS until the second phase of the project is complete.  The School Trust Payment will be approximately $12,000.  The FWS will continue to graze the land.  There have been no previous grazing permits on this land so some sort of lottery for the permit would be held.  A couple of thousand AUM’s will be grazed. 

There was discussion about the Refuge Sharing Act and that the FWS would like to see it linked with the full funding of PILT.

There was discussion as to the percent of income from the Refuge that goes into the National Refuge Sharing Account and that the money is not allocated back to the specific units that paid.  Gary will check on this matter. Gary informed the Commissioners that the FWS land is reappraised every five years.  That value is then put into the formula and three-quarters of one percent of market value is paid.  

There was discussion regarding FWS reserve acres, which are acres that are acquired by some other means than monitory purchase such as administrative transfer or tracts acquired by eminent domain.  

The 25% percent receipts that the County receives will be on livestock and would not come as a separate payment.  Gary will calculate the difference between the County’s 25% receipts and the ¾ of one percent receipts and let the Commissioners know.

Bill informed the Commissioners that by Policy when the Refuge collects the grazing fees it is allowed to retain 75% of the fee for land management. Bill is currently doing this for the Red Rock Refuge.  The permittees in the area like this method because Bill hires local people to install and take down electric fences.

Chairman McGinley stated that it is very important to the County that grazing is used as a management tool.

The receipts from the FWS are sent electronically to the County.  When Bill is informed of the amount he will let the Commissioners know how much to expect.  

Outfitter Mel Montgomery is allowed access through the Refuge, but no camping or hunting on Refuge land is allowed.  There are no fishing outfitters at this time and there is no fishing on the lake.

Bill is hosting the next Interagency meeting on Friday, July 9, 10:00 a.m. at the Red Rock Refuge.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 18-24, 2010 invoices for a total of $61,486.14. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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