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April 27, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, April 27, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Road Department Update:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin, and Engineer Ray Gross joined the meeting. 

There was discussion about using project numbers for all flood related work.  If emergency money is required due to flooding, the Commissioners will need the breakdown.    If roads are washed out Jamie will inform DES Coordinator Larry Laknar and Sheriff Jay Hansen.  Larry or Jay will notify the radio unless there is a major emergency, and then Jamie will notify the radio. There was discussion about flood work on several roads that has been done or is underway. 

A cattleguard on Carter Creek Road needs to be replaced and Barrett Minerals is supposed to pay for it.  Jim Dailey from Barrett’s has not responded to Mike Shafer’s calls, so Chairman Rice will contact Jim.  Chairman Rice will also ask Jim what Barrett’s wants to do about magchloriding Nissen Lane, Carter Creek Road, Stonehouse Road, and Sweetwater Road.

Medicine Lodge Road is closed, but all other roads are open to local traffic.

Mike Shafer has noticed that on Webster Lane, Schuler Lane, Beaverhead Lane, Elk Drive, and White Lane people are filling in the barrow pits with grass clippings, branches, garbage, etc.  Jamie will place an ad in the Dillon Tribune notifying the public that filling the barrow pits of County roads is not legal.  Before the ad is placed, the County Attorney will be review it.

It was discussed that a gravel source is needed in the Lima and the Jackson areas. 

There was discussion about the purchase of a loader.  The crew demoed a CAT, a John Deere, and a Volvo loader and liked the CAT and John Deer best.

Jamie and Commissioner McGinley will attend the TSEP Grant School in Helena on June 10 and 11.  Also, the County’s TSEP preliminary engineering application has been accepted and will be processed by June 1.  Mike Shafer stated that the Anderson Lane Bridge needs to be added to the bridge replacement list.

Mike Shafer will order pipes for Little Lake Creek Road and will decide what type of pipe is needed for the Upper North Fork Road.

Ray Gross discussed with Mike Shafer and the Commissioners the work that is being done on the Mitchell Ditch in the Kendra Webster Minor Subdivision.  A structure to handle the water is being constructed and Ray wants the County to know that there will be a lot of water that will affect the culvert on Blacktail Road.  Discussion ensued.

The Road Department Report for April 19 – 25, 2009 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Stone Creek, Clayton, Bryce, Grant, Mountain View North and South, Sullivan, Cattle, Fern, Amber, Darin, Wendy, Christine, Cosgrove, Schultz, Freeman, North, Antelope, Driveway, Browne’s Bridge, Carrigan, Flynn and Medicine Lodge.

· Flagged washouts on Hwy 324 and Medicine Lodge Road.  Medicine Lodge Road is closed at Dad Creek.

· Attended a Loader school at the Dillon Shop for John Deere and CAT. 

· Installed a culvert and hauled gravel on Browne’s Bridge Road.

· Moved equipment to Lima and Wisdom to repair washouts.

· Installed a new compressor in the Lima Shop.

· Hauled gravel and repaired a culvert on Chute Canyon Road.

· Hauled gravel on Big Sheep Creek.

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper, Melrose, Elkhorn and Glen area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed and hauled gravel on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Plowed snow on North Valley, Blacktail and Lima Dam Roads.

· Repaired washout on the Meadow-Nicholia Cut Across Road.

· Repaired a culvert on Chute Canyon Road.

· Attended a Loader school at the Dillon Shop for John Deere and CAT.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Old Armstead, Miner Lake, Lower and Upper North Fork.

· Repaired a washout on the North Fork Road.  This road is open, but with limited traffic.

· Removed snow equipment from graders.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Sheriff’s Office Update:
The Sheriff was unable to make his appointment.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch and Deputy County Attorney Jayne Mitchell joined the meeting.  

Jed has received from Benson’s lawyer a draft petition to establish a road and a draft petition to abandon a road northeast of Dillon.  Jed reviewed these petitions with the Commissioners. There are a few minor changes to the petitions that Jed will request to have made. The name submitted for the road that is proposed to be is Benson Road.  Jed will talk to Rural Addressing Coordinator Scott Marsh about the name for this road.  Once the County approves the petitions the Benson’s will get the required signatures.

Jed reviewed with the Commissioners the Mauer Mountain Road right-of-way easement that the County has received from Turner Ranches Properties LP of Fulton County Georgia. If the Commissioners were to sign this easement it would be waiving the County’s prescriptive easement it already has on this Road.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Mauer Mountain Road right-of-way easement agreement received from Turner Ranches Properties LP be rejected.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Action on Request for Tax Abatement for Property Described as: T7S, R8W, Section 19, Poindexter and Orr Addition, Blk. 11, Lots 1, 2, & 3, Fraction C PT Lot 1.

Treasurer Kathy Allard joined the meeting.  Jayne has reviewed Ron Johnson’s written proposal for tax abatement.  Kathy has received the bankruptcy reorganization plan.  The Court did not diminish the claim but gave Ron five years to pay with six percent interest.  Kathy said that when Tom Scott was the County Attorney he gave her his opinion and an Attorney General’s opinion stating that the Commissioners do not have the authority to forgive penalty and interest on late taxes.    Jed will research the Montana Code Annotated and recommended that the Commissioners table this matter until next week.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the action on the above-mentioned tax abatement be tabled until next week.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Old Business

At the Commissioners request GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh joined the meeting to discuss his findings on the Centennial Valley Road right-of-way issue in downtown Monida.  There is no indication in the file as to where the centerline is located or the width of the right-of-way.  There was a reference to a book and page in Madison County’s records but it was a conveyance between two parties.  Scott suggested that the Madison County Commissioners be asked if Madison County personnel could search the Madison County records for any reference of the Centennial Valley Road right-of-way in Monida.  The Centennial Valley Road is a State secondary highway so Scott will call the Montana Department of Transportation regarding this matter.

Minutes:

The minutes of the April 20, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the April 20, 2009 meeting be approved with changes.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Other Topics for Discussion:

Clerk and Recorder Debbie Scott joined the meeting and distributed handouts regarding ArcaSearch’s record preservation.  Debbie showed the Commissioners books that have been preserved and books that need to be preserved including historical books and plats. Last year the cost for preserving two books was $713.38.  ArcaSearch will preserve 60 books for $26,195.  There is records preservation money that Debbie can use for this project, but she wants to keep a portion of it for   emergencies.  There was discussion that perhaps the Commissioners might be able to spend some money on record preservation and that other County offices might have records to preserve.  The other offices will be contacted. 

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 19 – 25, 2009 invoices for a total of $191,442.46. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board


                                                       







PAGE  
713

