April 30, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on April 30, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Absent: Commissioner McGinley was attending an Economic Development Conference in Butte.
The minutes of the April 23, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the minutes of the April 23, 2007 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for April 22-28, 2007.


Dillon Area

· East Bench Road, Trout Creek Road, Stoddard Lane, Anderson Lane, Medicine Lodge Road, Bannack Bench Road, Argenta Road, Ten Mile Road, and Bon Accord Road were graded.

· Highway 324 at Bannack Pass was checked.

· Gravel was hauled to and spread on Little Lake Creek Road, South Valley Road, and Sage Creek Road.

· The Dillon area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· A culvert was installed at MP 10.6 on Sage Creek Road.

· Gravel was hauled to and spread on Sage Creek Road and South Valley Road.

· Little Sheep Creek Road was bladed.

· Lima area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Road repair was done and a culvert installed on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Gravel was hauled to and spread on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Twin Lakes Road was plowed.

· Area roads in the Big Hole were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
The flooding problem on Kade Krause’s property was discussed at length.  Richard will do a site inspection of the property today.

Richard requested that the seasonal position that Dustin Hirshey vacated be made into a full-time position.  The Commissioners approved Richard’s request.

Richard asked the Commissioners to think about only allowing permitted semi-trucks to haul on Sweetwater Road.  Richard will talk to the County Attorney about this matter.

Aggie Helle called to ask that gravel be placed on the first mile of Stone Creek Road.  Richard stated that the County does not have any gravel.  Richard will call Barretts Minerals about magchloriding this section of road.

In the 1930’s, the Commissioners were petitioned to make Coyote Road a County road. The Commissioners accepted the petition and designated Coyote Road a County Road.  The maps of the Road were reviewed.  Richard and GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh will do an inspection of the Road.  Richard will also see if there is a plat of Coyote Road.

At this time the Commissioners reviewed a Resolution Authorizing Matching Funds and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that a Resolution Authorizing Matching Funds be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











The Resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION #2007-07 

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MATCHING FUNDS
WHERAS, the Beaverhead County Commission wishes to conduct a comprehensive analysis of its Bridges in an effort to update the 2002 Beaverhead County Bridge Inventory and Evaluation in a manner that satisfies funding agency requirements; and

WHEREAS, this study is estimated to cost up to $30,000; and

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commission wishes to make an application for $15,000 to TSEP toward the update of the Bridge Inventory and Evaluation; and

WHEREAS, the Beaverhead County Commission is required to match the TSEP Preliminary Engineering Grant in the amount of $15,000.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Beaverhead County Board of Commissioners, that the matching sum of $15,000 shall be funded from the Bridge Fund.

Passed and approved this 30th day of April 2007. 
Beaverhead County

Board of Commissioners 

________________________________

Garth L.  Haugland

Chairman

________________________________

Michael J. McGinley

Commissioner

________________________________

C. Thomas Rice

Commissioner

Attest:

_____________________________________

Debra L. Scott

Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder


Chairman Haugland informed Richard that Gay Stevens has requested an approach to her property off Highway 278.   Gay will be told to contact John Schuler from the Montana Department of Transportation.


Richard stated that he would like to have the County try to purchase the backhoe that will be offered in the May 2, 2007 auction.  The County will bid between $22,000 and $22,500 for the backhoe.

Richard left the meeting.


Facilities Administrator Chris Kraft joined the meeting and distributed an AT&T and Qwest cost comparison for long distance phone calls.  AT&T’s long distance rate is 12 cents per minutes and Qwest’s rate is 4 cents per minute.  Qwest will provide the 4 cents a minute rate if the County signs a three-year contract.  Chris recommended that the three-year contract with Qwest for a rate of 4 cents per minute be approved.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded to accept Chris’s recommendation and approve a three-year long distance contract with Qwest for a rate of 4 cents per minute.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Chris left the meeting.


Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  Jay is rotating a 1997 car and 2001 car out of the Sheriff’s fleet.  He would sell these cars to the Commissioners’ for a total of $1,500.  Later today the Commissioners will look at the cars.   If the Commissioners purchase both cars, Jay will have the windshields replaced.


Jay informed the Commissioners that he would sell the black Bronco for $3,000.  Jay left the meeting.


Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie joined the meeting.  Jack informed the Commissioners that the Weed Board adopted the proposed revisions to the Weed Management Plan and that the Weed Board recommends that the Commissioners adopt the revisions to the Plan.  The revisions are minimal and some were made to update the Plan to state law.  

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the revisions to the County’s Weed Management Plan be accepted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.












The Weed Board recommends that Scentless Chamomile and Swainson Pea be added to the County’s noxious weed list. Adding these weeds to the list allows the County to spray them.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the process to add Scentless Chamomile and Swainson Pea to the County’s Noxious Weed list be started. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











A hearing date on this matter will be set.


The County has received a $54,223 grant for the Beaverhead River Project. The Weed Board bid the project and recommends that Maki Weed Control be awarded the bid.  The County has received a $20,000 grant for the East Bench Weed Project.  The Weed Board bid this project and recommends that the Montana Weeders be awarded the bid.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that Maki Weed Control be awarded the Beaverhead River Project bid and that Montana Weeders be awarded the East Bench Weed Project bid.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously. 











Jack left the meeting.


Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman, County Treasurer Kathy Allard, and Clerk and Recorder Debbie Scott joined the meeting.  Kathy distributed a list of delinquent real estate taxes and a list of delinquent utility taxes.  These lists were reviewed and discussed.  Kurt will draft language for a letter notifying the delinquent tax holders that legal action will be taken if the taxes are not paid.  The Department of Revenue will be asked for detailed information it has on each delinquent tax property. If necessary, a title company will be hired to do further research.  The Clerk and Recorder’s office will research the deeds and other information that might be filed on each delinquent taxpayer.   Any costs associated with colleting these taxes can be charged to the delinquent taxpayers.   Kathy and Debbie left the meeting.


Kurt informed the Commissioners that Dorothy Stout from the Museum Association has asked Kurt for advice about people using pictures that are copywrited.  Kurt will do a cursory look into this matter.  Kurt left the hearing.


Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting for the lunch hour.


At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Haugland opened the public hearing to solicit public comment on the proposed changes to the subdivision regulations. Present were:  Commissioner Rice, Planner Rick Hartz, and KDBM Reporter Lee Squires.  The Commissioners received a letter from Leaf Magnuson listing her recommended changes to the Regulations.  The letter was reviewed.  At this time the County is already complying with Leaf’s recommended changes.   There was no further public comment. Chairman Haugland adjourned the public hearing and reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting.  After discussion the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the Subdivision Regulations Ordinance 2007-2 be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Lee and Rick left the meeting.


Solid Waste Manager Bob McWilliams briefly joined the meeting to inform the Commissioners that starting May 6, 2007, the landfill will be open on Sundays from 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Bob left the meeting.


The Commissioners have received a letter from Lois Stevens asking that she be appointed to the Museum Board of Trustees. 

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that Lois Stevens be appointed to the Museum Board of Trustees with her term to expire December 31, 2008.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

A raffle application submitted by Jan Story was reviewed.  This raffle is to help a family with medical expenses. 

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the raffle application submitted by Jan Story be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











 Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media.


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 22-28, 2007 invoices for a total of $12,660.05. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board


                                                       

