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May 3, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, May 3, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the April 26, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland   moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the April 26, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

County Projects Update:

County Road Supervisor Mike Shafer and Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.

Mike reported that the North Valley Road between Stibal Lane and Long Creek is closed to trucks because a trucker hauling gravel for Delaney has torn up the road.  It will be a couple of weeks before it is fixed.

Mike Shafer met with Roger Cleverly and Tom Paffhausen regarding the fencing at the Nissen Lane Bridge project.  The fence will be moved back approximately seven feet.  Existing fence posts and wires will be used, and any item the County does not have the County will provide.

The East Bench Road was bladed last Thursday.

Mike talked to a Gilman Construction representative this morning and he is hoping to have the Laknar Lane Pedestrian Path paved by June 1st.

Mike reported that the road to and the parking lot of Ray Lynch Park is in bad shape. Mike suggested the road and the parking lot be bladed and that when the County is hauling millings to the Fairgrounds that some of the millings be used like gravel in the parking lot.  The Commissioners agreed to Mike’s suggestion.

There was discussion about the Road Department budget and Mike asked about stockpiling pipes etc., for next year.  Overall the budget looks okay, but the Commissioners told Mike that for the next couple of months not to purchase items for stockpiling.

Mike asked the Commissioners to think about having the gravel at Apex crushed.  Mike will look at the millings from the Airport project.

Chairman McGinley gave Mike a copy of the following letter from the Hildreth II Subdivision Home Association:
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This project was discussed.  Mike informed the Commissioners that the County would probably start on this project sometime in July.

The following Road Report for April 25 – May 1, 2010 was submitted.

DILLON AREA

· Bladed and watered on Carrigan Lane and East Bench Road.

· Bladed on Schoolhouse and Medicine Lodge Roads.

· Replaced road signs that had been stolen, on the following roads and lanes: Big Horn, Chute Canyon, Munday, Gosman, Roe, Argenta, Ten Mile, Anderson and Frying Pan. 

· Installed 6 - 35 MPH signs on Anderson Lane.

· Repaired a 35 MPH speed sign on Old Armstead Road.

· Removed “Snow Machine” signs on Elkhorn Road.

· Closed the gate at the Scenic Byway.  May 15th will be open. 

· Repaired handrail on the Brownes’ Bridge Road – Bridge #B-18D.  

· Removed the “Narrow Bridge” signs on Nissen Lane after the completion of the TSEP bridge improvement project.

· Processed gravel at Deadman’s Curve gravel pit, GP108.

· Hearing tests and Safety Meeting for employees.

· Staked Apex gravel pit, GP113, for permitting.

· Road reconstruction on Schoolhouse Road for new cattleguards.

· Installed a culvert on Schoolhouse Road.

· Road checked the Dillon, Glen, Horse Prairie and Grasshopper area roads.

· Shop cleaning and yard cleaning.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed the following road and lanes: Chute Canyon, Gosman and Lima Dam.

· Added a culvert extension on Chute Canyon Road.

· Removed a culvert on Munday Lane.

· Hearing tests and Safety Meeting for employees.

· Installed “No Trucks” road restriction signs on the North Valley Road.

· Road checked North and South Valley Roads, Dell and Lima area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Repaired a cattleguard on Lower North Fork Road.

· Hauled gravel and installed a culvert on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Hearing tests and Safety Meeting for employees.

· Road checked the Wisdom and Jackson area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.
Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Rick informed the Commissioners that Change Order #2 has been submitted for the Laknar Lane Pedestrian Path project.   The Change Order is for preparation and paving of six driveways from the edge of the existing Laknar Lane pavement to the new pathway pavement and for a minimum of five feet to the west of the new pathway; for an additional 4,872 square feet of pavement.  The contract time shall be extended to June 10, 2010 for substantial completion.    This Change Order will raise the total cost by $14,327.  CTEP has given preliminary approval for this Change Order. The County has $10,000 in its CTEP rights-of-way account that can be used toward this cost.  This will leave $4,327 that the County will have to pay.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Change Order #2 for the Laknar Lane Pedestrian Path be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously. 

A Compensation Board meeting was set for Monday, May 10, 2010, at 3:30 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.

Sheriff’s Office Update:

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  Jay informed the Commissioners that County Engineer Jim Carpita is helping him with the security project in the jail.  A bid will be published for security doors and concrete work.  There is a problem with the drainage of the sally port and Jay will also have Jim look at this area. 

Lunch Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion

Don Darling, County Fire Warden Scott Marsh, and Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie joined the meeting.  Don distributed information on the newly formed Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) of which Don is a member.  The Secure Rural Schools Act (SRS) authorizes the use of RACs as a mechanism for local community collaboration with federal land mangers in recommending Title II projects on federal lands or projects that will benefit resources on federal lands.  The terms for the RAC members are four years.  There is $643,000 plus available for projects. In two years it is estimated that another one-half million dollars will be added.  The money is allocated by using the grant process.  These funds may be used for projects such as roads, trails, and infrastructure maintenance or obliteration; soil productivity improvement; improvements in forest ecosystem health; watershed restoration and maintenance; the restoration, maintenance, and improvement of wildlife and fish habitat; the control of noxious and exotic weed; and the re-establishment of native species.   The deadline for the first round of applications is Monday, May 10, 2010. The RAC will keep accepting grants for another round. The presentations for the first round of grants will be either June 2 or 3. There will probably be a 1 to 1 match requested. The Forest Service reviews the applications first to see if they meet the criteria.  If a project is rejected the Forest Service has to give the reasons for the rejection.  The applications that meet the criteria are then given to the RAC to evaluate.  A 15-minute presentation per grant will be given and it is preferred that the presentations be in Power Point.  Jack stated that he has a grant for Yellowstar Thistle that will use Trust Fund and the BLM as match monies and he will also have an education grant that will use County and the BLM as match monies.

There was discussion about the replacement of bridges on Big Sheep Creek Road, the resurfacing of Birch Creek Road, and a Dory Creek water source as projects.  

Don said that perhaps another project could be submitted creating planning regulations for wildland urban interface as a subdivision requirement and to have the developers do fuels reduction prior to subdivision approval.  

The Commissioners agreed that a project for resurfacing Birch Creek Road from Interstate 15 to the forest boundary be submitted as a RAC project.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 25 – May 1, 2010 invoices for a total of $214,074.71. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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To: County Commissioners
From: Hildreth subdivision Homeowners association
RE: Road improvements for Fern Lane

This letter is to formally commit to the county that the homeowners association of the
Hildreth subdivision will pay for the gravel to improve Fern Lane. This is an agreed
price between the Homeowners association and the Beaverhead County Commissioners
for a price not to exceed $8,000. The gravel will be purchased from R.E. Miller and will
be a road base mix that will include clay binders to help the roads integrity.

The county will commit to preparing the road surface, spreading the gravel and
compacting the road base and mix. The county will shape the surface to reduce water

drainage issues. s

These commitments were based on discussions with the commissioners during a meeting
held on April 19, 2010.
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