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May 4, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, May 4, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Commissioner McGinley was on vacation.

Minutes:

The minutes of the April 27, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice   seconded that the minutes of the April 27, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

U.S. Fish, Wildlife Service Representative Jeff Everett and Technician Linda Lennon joined the meeting to update the Commissioners on the Governor Creek Bridge project.

A Capacity grant was fully funded so Linda was hired as a full-time seasonal field technician.  Linda has worked closely on the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks’ Grayling monitoring and grazing plans.

Jeff distributed handouts for the update of the Governor Creek Project. Permit applications for the 404 permit (Clean Water Act), the 124 permit (MT Stream preservation Act), and the 318 permit (MT Water Quality) were sent out on April 28, 2009.  All other permits have already been obtained.  The Corps of Engineers will probably require a site visit.  When Jeff finds out the details about the visit he will contact the Commissioners.  Engineers from Morrison-Maierle should take part in the site visit also.

The proposed construction date for these projects is September 1, 2009.  Jeff has contacted the various funding organizations to inform them that the project is going to be started this fall.  Jeff will offer to provide a walk-through to the funders before and during the construction.  Since the road gets a lot of use during the hunting season.

Jeff will also inform the upstream landowners and the Forest Service of the temporary detour and of the construction schedule.

The next step is to put materials and construction out to bid.  Jeff was asked to contact representatives from Morrison and Maierle for doing the bid oversight of the complete bid packages.

The Engineer’s Estimate was reviewed.    There was discussion about obtaining angular rock.  Linda will check will some of the near by landowners for sources.

The Department’s budget will be out this week and there will be plenty of money to provide Wally Zobell material to rebuild his fence.  Jeff will need a list of materials so that Jeff can purchase them.

Road Secretary Jamie Hoklin briefly joined the meeting and submitted the following Road Department Report for April 26 – May 3, 2009:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Ten Mile, Stoddard, Stone Creek, Anderson, Flynn, Old Stage, Eliason and Carrigan. 

· Hauled gravel and installed an irrigation culvert on the Argenta Road.  

· Hauled gravel on Medicine Lodge Road, Ten Mile Road and Bannack Pass (Hwy 324) for flood washouts.

· Flood repair on Bannack Pass (Hwy 324).

· Plowed snow on the Scenic Byway (Pattengail to Wyman Creek), Bannack Bench and all local paved roads.  

· Plowed snow with a grader on the following roads and lanes:  Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Lemhi, Bloody Dick, Carter Creek, Sweetwater, Stoddard, Stone Creek, White, Smith and Flynn.

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper, Elkhorn and Glen area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Plowed snow on Elk Lake and South Valley Roads.

· Flagged washouts on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the Old Armstead Road.

· Moved “Road Closed” signs up on the Scenic Byway to Wyman Creek.

· Hauled gravel to Little Lake Creek Bridge #088W.

· Flood repair on Upper North Fork Road.

· Bladed Lower Bender Creek Road.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  By the end of the week, Jay should have someone chosen for the deputy’s position.  Jay has been given no timeline for the resignations of the two detention officers.  One is moving out of town and the other is joining the military.

Jay will be attending the Department of Justice’s Sheriff’s Institute in Colorado from May 17 through the 24.

There is an Incident Command System training Monday through Thursday from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. in the Search and Rescue Building.

On May 12 and 13, some of the deputies will be attending two 8-hour Mental Health Intervention classes at the University of Montana – Western.

Jay is starting his preliminary budget this week.  There have been seven to eight prisoners a day.  Due to the rain the jail was flooded this weekend.  Jay feels that if the debris was cleaned from the sally port this would alleviate the flooding problem.

The Commissioners informed Jay that the County has been insuring the Search and Rescue Building, but now the County’s Insurance provider will not insure any building unless the County owns it.   Jay will talk to one of the Search and Rescue Board of Directors about this so that the Search and Rescue can discuss it at their meeting on Wednesday.  There are other buildings such as the 4-H Building, the Jaycee Building, the Museum building that the County has been insuring, but does not own.  These entities have agreed to give ownership to the County and then the County leases back the building for a minimal yearly fee.  The Museum’s lease will have a revision clause.

Jay has been asked by the Community Support Center if he has a used car the Center can have.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  The Dillon Cub’s lease has been completed.  He is progressing on the Jaycee building, 4-H building, and the Museum building leases.

After talking to Erland Gendreau about the Grant, Montana survey and about Erland’s letter, Jed has a better understanding of the situation and will be forthcoming with a letter to the landowners in the area.

Jed has been mired in a felony case since February and eight new felonies were filed last week.

Action on Request for Tax Abatement for Property Described as: T7S, R8W, Section 19, Poindexter and Orr Addition, Blk. 11, Lots 1, 2, & 3, Fraction C PT

 Lot 1:

Jed submitted a letter regarding the above-mentioned abatement with a copy of a 1989 Attorney General’s Opinion, Volume 43, No 23.  This opinion has the force of law and prohibits the County Commissioners from accepting the offered settlement of less than the full amount that is due.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the above-mentioned request for tax abatement be denied.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Old Business / Other Topics for Discussion:

Victor Peshehonoff from Monida joined the meeting.  Victor read in the paper about research the County is doing on the Centennial Valley Road and brought in deeds and plats for the Commissioners to review.  Chairman Rice showed Victor to GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh’s office because Scott is the person doing the research.

DES Coordinator Larry Laknar and Public Health Director Sue Hansen joined the meeting to give the Commissioners a Swine Flu update.  The Montana Health Department is keeping the counties updated.  There are no cases in Montana as of yet.  There was a meeting last week with health care people to make sure everyone had all the same information.  The phases of the Pandemic Flu Plan are being followed. Last week there was an article in the Dillon Tribune about the Swine Flu. Sue did a radio interview last week on the Swine Flu and Sue and Larry will be on the radio this week. At 7:00 a.m. Wednesday May 6 there will be a meeting of the EMT’s, fire departments’ personnel, law enforcement personnel, and health care providers regarding the Swine Flu.  The Montana Migratory Council will also be invited to this meeting.  Sue has been meeting with the special population groups regarding their emergency plans.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Great West Engineering Representative Bill Lloyd – Update on 2008 TSEP Bridge Replacement Project:

Engineer Bill Lloyd, Road Secretary Jamie Hoklin, and Jim Carpita joined the meeting.  The TSEP program has been fully funded. When the designs for the Frying Pan Road, Nissen Lane, and Carrigan bridges are completed these projects will be put out for bid.  The proposed start date for these projects is September 1, 2009, after the irrigation season. The specifications show that the County will construct and remove the detour.  Bill mentioned that if the Commissioners so choose, the County crew could remove the old bridges; the removal of the bridges by the County could be used as an in-kind match.  The Commissioners will meet with Road Supervisor Mike Shafer regarding this matter.  There was discussion about whether the projects should be bid together or separately.  To help the local contractors, the Commissioners decided that each project would be bid separately.  After reviewing “Amendment No. 1 – To Engineering Contract for Beaverhead County, Montana – Beaverhead County Bridges” the Commissioners signed the Amendment.

Opening of and Action on Bridge Inspection Bids:

The Commissioners opened Bridge Inspection Bids from the following Companies:


Morrison and Maierle, Helena, MT


Anderson Engineering, Dillon, MT


Pioneer Engineering and Management, Argenta, MT


Great West Engineering, Helena, MT

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the bids be evaluated this week and that action be taken at the next meeting.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Other Business

The Commissioners went to the Fire Hall to accept for Beaverhead County a 2009 Ford F550, Type 6 Wildland Fire Truck from the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 26 – May 2, 2009 invoices for a total of $14,793.45. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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