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May 5, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, May 5, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the April 14, 21, and 28, 2008 meetings were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the April 14, 21, and 28, 2008 meetings be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the following Road Report:


BEAVERHEAD COUNTY ROAD WORK 
April 27th to May 3rd, 2008

Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas 
DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads:  Argenta, Ten Mile, Blacktail and Smith.

· Installed a “weight limit” sign on the Scenic Byway at Wise River.  Installed new signpost at the intersection of Gosman Lane and Red Rock Road.  Installed signpost sleeves at various locations in the Town of Lima.

· Installed a culvert on the Mitchell Ditch, mile marker 1.9.  Hauled gravel and moved the phone line for the project.  

· Attended a Safety Meeting.

·  Road checked roads in Glen, Horse Prairie and Grasshopper area.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on South Valley and Elk Lake Roads.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and Centennial Valley area roads.

· Hauled gravel on Elk Lake Road.

· Attended a Safety Meeting.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Flood control on Miner Lake Road. 

· Bladed on Upper North Fork and Miner Lake Roads.

· Removed snow equipment.

· Attended a Safety Meeting.

· Shop and yard clean up and maintenance.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.
Richard reported that the Mitchell Ditch culvert crossing on Blacktail Road is finished.  The purchaser of the lot in the Kendra Webster Subdivision will be billed for 30 feet of culvert.

The Dillon Canal Board is raising the assessments this year.  The culvert in the alley between Thomsen Street and Kentucky Avenue needs to be fixed.  The culvert under the storage sheds on Thomsen Avenue has been working well.  The Dillon Canal Board is going to have the canal cleaned.

The waste gate behind Bennett Owen’ shop needs to be repaired.  The estimate for repair is $10,000 to $15,000.   The Dillon Canal Board is going to apply for a NRCS grant.  If the grant is awarded, NRCS will also do the design.

Richard met with Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) representative Wayne Nelson regarding the approach from Pioneer Drive to Highway 91 North.  MDT will probably have to obtain rights-of-ways from Klausen’s and Jensen’s to fix this intersection.  Richard will ask MDT to survey the property so the County knows where the property lines are located.

Richard met MDT District Maintenance Chief Ray Stocks about constructing a school bus turn-around on Quartz Hill Road just past Dewey.   There are right-of-way issues and research needs to be done.  It is hoped that this project will be complete this summer.  

The Centennial Valley Road is open to Elk Lake and the Corral Ranch.  Fremont County, Idaho will open its road towards the end of this week.

Mrs. Gullian who lives by the bank of Blacktail Deer Creek between Bannack Road and Argenta Road would like to construct a fence and has asked Richard if anything will be done with the wall on the Creek by her house.  This wall is not part of the Blacktail Deer Creek project.  Options were discussed.  Richard will meet with an Oasis Construction representative to see if they will design a step terrace, Anderson Engineering will be asked to survey the property. A price quote will be obtained for removing the wall and constructing a step terrace.

Jim McIsaac has not submitted an appraisal for the Nate Finch property.  Chairman Rice will call Jim about the appraisal.

When the new bridge on Burma Road was constructed the bank was rip rapped but nothing was placed on the upper end to redirect the water.  Richard will watch this area to see what the water does and he will keep the Commissioners updated.

Before the culvert on Rock Creek Road by the Hahnkamp’s is replaced, Richard needs to talk to John Rieber about moving the ditch onto his property.

The Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway should be opened sometime next week.

Richard left the meeting.  Jed Fitch, County Attorney Administrative Assistant Amy Walker, Paralegal Mike Gee, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Barb Bauerle joined the meeting.  At this time Chairman Rice swore in Jed Fitch as County Attorney.  Jed, Amy, Mike, and Barb left the meeting.

County Planner Rick Hartz, Renee Klakken, Cheryl Hren, and Dave Schuett joined the meeting for the action on the Bolick Agricultural Exemption.  Cheryl distributed copies of a letter from the Hren’s Attorney Lisa A. Levert from Poore, Roth, & Robinson, P.C.

The Commissioners were also given a copy of a letter from Dave Schuett’s and Rebich and Sons Livestock Company’s Attorney Peter S. Dayton from Worden Thane, P.C.  The Commissioners reviewed both letters.  Hren’s Attorney urged the Commissioners to deny the proposed Bolick Agricultural Exemption because it is her opinion that this exemption was being used to circumvent Montana’s Subdivision and Platting act.  The statute regarding agricultural exemptions was reviewed and discussed. Cheryl asked if the County had a hearing process for agricultural exemptions?  The law does not mandate hearings for subdivision exemptions, but some counties do have a hearing process.  Cheryl was told that Beaverhead County does not go through the hearing process for exemptions

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Bolick Agricultural Exemption be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Dave will use this property for constructing a set of corrals that will be used by several different ranches. 
Chairman Rice signed the Exemption.  Rick, Dave, Cheryl, and Renee left the meeting.

Barrett Hospital and Health Care CFO Dick Achter and CEO Steve Hannah joined the meeting.  Steve distributed handouts on the “Process for Hospital Revitalization” and a synopsis of the public meeting held last week regarding the Hospital. The information in the handout included an organizational structure of the Hospital, economic impact information, clinical volumes in 2008, the future options for the hospital.  This information was discussed.  Dick and Steve left the meeting.
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with the following people present:
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Jim distributed copies of the guidelines for the meeting between the County and the Union and copies of the Union’ proposals.  

[image: image2.png]Negotiations
TUOE Local 400/ BEAVERHEAD COUNTY
Grounds Rules:
1. There will be one designated spokesperson for each party.
2. Members of each negotiating team may speak to clarify issues.
3. All negotiations shall be conducted at the table.

4., Caucuses will be limited to 20 minutes. If more time is needed, we will either break for lunch or
break for the rest of the day.

5. All cell phones will be turned off.
6. Each party agrees to reduce all proposals to writing. Each party will sign off as tentative
agreements on issues are reached, with the understanding that all tentative agreements are

contingent on the settlement of the entire agreement.

7. At the conclusion of each negotiating session, the time, place and date of the next session will
be scheduled.

8. No new proposals will submitted after the third session.

9. If necessary Employees of the COUNTY, serving on the Union negotiating team, will be
compensated by the COUNTY for any regularly scheduled work time while at negotiations.

10. Should the agreement be ratified after the contract expiration date, all increases in wages and
benefits shall be retroactive to July 1, 2008.




The guidelines were reviewed, discussed, and agreed upon.  
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ARTICLE XIII INSURANCE

A, The COUNTY shall provide a health a health insurance plan for its
employees and will continue to pay 100% of the employee’s premium for all
employees hired prior to July 1 2005. The employee’s spouses and dependents
shall be covered under the same policy, but at the employee’s expense.
Exception: The birth or adoption of a child has to be registered with the
Financial Administrator within 14 days after the birth or adoption.

Delete all remaining language in part A, except last two paragraphs to be kept as
is.

Re-letter remaining parts.
ARTICLE XXIII TERM OF AGREEMENT

Dates to move forward July 1 — 30" June as term is negotiated.

SCHEDULE “ A “ WAGES

One ($1.00) per hour per year all Base Wages and 4.1% c.o.la. per year.

Mechanic Léadman rate shall be paid to mechanic.

SCHEDULE “B” LONGEVITY ALLOWANCE

Longevity shall be based on the years of service within the bargaining unit as an
employee with the COUNTY. Effective on the employees hire date each
employee who completed five (5) years of service with the COUNTY shall
receive 1% of their base salary multiplied by the number of completed five (5)
year periods of employment. Employees shall receive their longevity pay on the
anniversary of their hire date.

Delete remaining language except last sentence to be kept as is.





Each item of the Union’s proposal was discussed.  The Commissioners will email a counter proposal to the Union before the next meeting.  The next meeting was set for Monday, May 19, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.  Jim, Dewey, and Bob left the meeting.   At this time the Commissioners discussed each item of the Union’s proposal.


Parke Scott joined the meeting to submit supplemental comments to the Forest Service Management Plan from Citizens for Balanced Use

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 27 – May 3, 2008 invoices for a total of $32,806.03. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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