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May 7, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on May 7, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the April 30, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the March 30, 2007 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller and Jeff Everett from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service joined the meeting.  The American Wetlands Conservations Grant is complete.  If the Commissioners agree, the County’s contribution would be to harvest willows from the County’s right-of-way and transplant them in the main stem of the Big Hole. The County’s time and equipment is estimated at $125 per hour.  The total contribution would be $5,000.


The Fish and Wildlife Service would also like to do this type of project in the Centennial.   If the Commissioners agree, the County’s contribution would be $2,000, probably one day of work.  The willows from this project would either come from the County’s right-of-way or from the Red Rock Refuge.    


The work for both of these projects can be done any time between June and August 2007.    A letter for these projects will need to be written, and Jeff offered to draft a letter for the County.  The Commissioners agreed to have the County participate in both projects.


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will not list the Big Hole Fluvial Graying as an endangered species.  After this decision three more landowners have joined the Candidate Conservation Agreements with Assurances (CCAA).  


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has secured a Future Fisheries Grant of  $150,000 for the Governor Creek Project.  This money can only be used for the actual construction, not for the design work.  The Big Hole Watershed Committee committed $150,000 in matching funds for this project that could be used for design work, but Congress did not appropriate the money.  Jeff is working with the Watershed Committee to set its request for 2008. Senator Baucus and Representative Reberg will be kept updated on this project.


There was discussion about the different watershed committees in Montana competing against each other for federal funding.  Jim Stone is trying to create a Montana association of watershed groups to work together and provide a united front in Washington D.C.  If the association is created, the money would be distributed between the watershed groups.


Jeff offered to write a grant proposal for any other proposed County projects.  There was discussion about the TSEP preliminary engineering monies.  Jeff also offered his help to raise money for any crossing, etc. for the County.  Jeff left the meeting.


Richard distributed copies of the Road Report for the week of April 29 – May 5, 2007.


Dillon Area

· Medicine Lodge Road, Blacktail Road, Sweetwater Road, Carrigan Lane, and Flynn were graded.

· Equipment was moved from Lima to Dillon.

· Gravel was hauled to Little Lake Creek Road and Sweetwater Road.

· The crew attended training classes in Butte.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Lima Area

· The crew attended training classes in Butte.

· South Valley Road, Old Armstead Road, Kidd Road, Ashbough Road, Wolfe Road, Bimat Road, and Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Miners Lake Road and Taylor Creek Road were bladed to the canister site.

· Gravel was hauled to Little Lake Creek Road.

· The crew attended training classes in Butte.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Chairman Haugland informed Richard that Tom Anderson is doing a land exchange with his Mother on Selway Drive, and Tom would like to change the approach to his land.  Richard will call Tom.


Richard is working on the flooding problem on Kade Krause’s property in Jackson.  

Richard will be meeting with Dave Eliason about the engineering plans for Sweetwater Road.  Richard was disappointed with Dave’s original plans. 

Richard will be meeting with the Hildreth Subdivision II Homeowners Association about state statute on Rural Improvement Districts. Richard is also working on the Laknar Lane pedestrian path project.


There was discussion about the Lemhi Pass Road being badly rutted from the moisture.  Richard will look at the road when he does a site inspection of the bridge on Decker Lane.  Richard left the meeting.


County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.  Marv brought up for discussion the matter of the tax abatement on the Gribble hangar at the Dillon Airport. Marv was told that this hangar is probably going to be sold and the tax abatement eliminated.


There was discussion about the change in the law regarding county attorneys’ salaries. The law also changed giving the County the option of increasing the Treasurer’s salary $2,000.


Marv informed the Commissioners that the Sammy Johnson case would be May 22, 2007.  Marv left the meeting


Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  It will cost approximately $3,800 to repair the transmission and the brakes of the ¾ ton truck. Jay is going list this truck on the State’s surplus property website.

Jay has received prices quotes from both dealerships for a pickup truck and both quotes are $34,000.  The Lewis and Clark Grant that Jay was going to use to purchase the truck is for $30,000.   Instead of a truck Jay will use the grant to purchase another car.  The grant money has to be spent by June 30, 2007. 


There was discussion about the plane crash at the Dillon Airport.


Jay asked if the 911 monies had been transferred.  Commissioner McGinley will contact the Financial Administrator about the transfer.  Jay left the meeting.  Later in the meeting Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley joined the meeting.  Betty will transfer the 911 monies today.


Grant Administrator Frank Mastandrea joined the meeting and distributed copies of an invoice from Summit Log Products for the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center.  The County received a grant of $160,000 and $60,000 went to the Center.  This invoice is for windows, heating, carpets, computer hardware, etc.  At this time the computer has not been installed.  Discussion ensued and the Commissioners decided not to proceed with the purchase of computer items.  Frank is going to talk with County Computer Coordinator Chris Kraft to see if the County has an old computer it can donate.  Frank left the meeting.


There was discussion about part of the State’s property by the Armory that the State did not fence.  The State has given the County permission to seed this portion of land.  


The City of Dillon will take care of the Ray Lynch Park for $5,000 per season.  The City is thinking about taking back the ownership of the Park.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  


The Health Insurance bids were opened.  The following companies submitted bids:  Joint Powers Trust, John Alden/Assurant Health, Hub International, and MACO Health Care Trust.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Health Insurance proposals be transmitted to the Insurance Committee for evaluation and a recommendation.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.












County GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh and the following Beaverhead Outdoor Association (BOA) representatives joined the meeting:  Vice-president Larry M. Iger, Gene E. Loder, Floyd Thomas III, Tex Marchesseault and Don Hand. At the April 25, 2007 meeting between the Forest Service and the BOA, the Forest Service agreed to accept the BOA’s recorded trails and roads and include them in the Final Revised Forest Plan.  The Forest Service requested this information in an electronic format.  BOA is asking the County for its help and support in getting this information in the correct format.  Discussion ensued.  Scott offered to work on this project at night on his own time if the Commissioners would let him use the County’s equipment. Scott was given permission to use the County’s equipment for this project. After discussion it was decided that the BOA Zone Chairmen would get the information for their zones to Gene and Parke Scott.  Gene and Parke would then meet with Scott so that he can input the data. This information has to be to the Forest Service by May 31, 2007.  BOA representatives thanked the Commissioners for their support. Scott and the BOA representatives left the meeting.  


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the April 29 – May 5, 2007 invoices for a total of $40,768.69. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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