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May 10, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, May 10, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.  Present:  Chairman McGinley, Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice and Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn.

County Projects Update:

Mike Shafer came to the meeting to talk about Road Department projects.

Mike talked about the permitting process with the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) for gravel pits.  Two and one-half cents is for DEQ to hire staff to get the permits done.  This is for newly mined permits.  Birch Creek Bridge was discussed and a gravel pit would have to be permitted for the gravel for the bridge replacement project.

Mike said Schoolhouse Road and Hartwig Lane would be finished this week with the work they are doing.  

The Road Department will start plowing tomorrow on the Scenic Byway and get it open for the season.  It will be officially open on May 15th.  Last week there was a lot of snow up there and has provided good moisture.

Mike said he would be working on Elk Lake Road to get it open.  There is a need for a 15” culvert.  Mike stated that after the first of July they would need to get some more culverts in the Big Hole. 

Mike ordered two sets of tires for the dump trucks.  The ground engaging blades that were ordered from MHL Systems are here.

Reclamite has been ordered for the midway at the fairgrounds.  It was discussed which department should pay for the reclamite either the Road Department or Fair.

Two new culverts were installed last week on Little Lake Creek Road.  Chairman McGinley asked who lives up there.  Harold Peterson lives up there.  Gravel will still be hauled to Little Lake Creek Road.

Mike Shafer said the Road Department would be finished with the fencing at Nissen and Carrigan Lane bridge replacement projects.  The projects will be finished except the paving on Carrigan Lane.  Gilman Construction will do this some time during May.  

Jim Carpita was out sick today and did not attend the meeting. 

The following Road Department Report for May 2nd to 8th, 2010 was submitted.

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Medicine Lodge, Hartwig and Schoolhouse.

· Plowed snow on local paved roads and on the Scenic Byway on the Elkhorn and Wise River sides.

· Plowed snow with a grader on the following roads:  Bannack Bench, Ten Mile, Lemhi Pass, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Bloody Dick, Brenner and Medicine lodge.

· Hauled gravel on Schoolhouse Road and Hartwig Lane.

· Processed gravel at Deadmans Curve, GP108.

· Replaced two old cattleguards on Schoolhouse Road. 

· Road alignment on Schoolhouse Road.

· Installed new road signs on Birch Creek Road and Highway 91 due to vandalism.

· Installed “Bridge End” markers on Blacktail and Old Stage Roads.

· Road checked the Dillon, Glen, Blacktail, Horse Prairie and Grasshopper area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed and rock raked on Lima Dam Road.

· Installed culvert extensions on Chute Canyon Road.

· Hauled gravel to Chute Canyon Road.

· Plowed snow on Lima Dam and Big Sheep Creek Roads.

· Thawed a culvert on Elk Lake Road.

· Road checked North and South Valley Roads, Dell and Lima area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on Skinner Meadows Road.

· Installed an 18” culvert on Rock Creek Road.

· Installed a culvert on Little Lake Creek Road at mile marker 5.25.

· Grader repairs on Equipment #0811.

· Hauled culverts from Dillon to the Wisdom Shop yard.

· Road checked the Wisdom and Jackson area roads.
· Equipment service and repair.  
Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting at 10:25 a.m.  Jay discussed how to pay the user fees for Interoperability Montana (IM) for the emergency responders.   County would have to pay for use of radios.  Talked about mill levies for 911 taxes.  Jay wants to keep his radio system in place.   Mike asked if ½ the counties can use this and not have to pay for it.  The structure they now have is not going to work and no idea of how to restructure.  The fee proposed is a lot of money.  Jay heard fees might be $7k per site to maintain.  Chairman McGinley heard up to $33k.  Jay said that MDOT originally started the procedure for the fee proposals.  Jay said the radio system will work, but what will it cost to maintain.  Beaverhead County has possibly 4 sites.  Jay did not know that there was going to be an improvement to the Mauer Mountain radio site.  Chairman McGinley said we would have to be better at getting information to those involved.  No one knows who is doing the work.  

Jay Hansen discussed the radio use procedures for emergency responders and microwaves from Butler to the Grasshopper Valley.  It will affect the inability to page responders.  Jay says what we have is a pretty good system.  Dunne Communications will be making improvements.  It has been six months since Jay has asked Dunne.  The Ztron system only has a few people that know how to operate the system.   Z-tron is the computer program that we now use to call out.    

Action on Resolution for Sheriff’s Office Resolution 2010-10:  

The above-mentioned Resolution was reviewed:

The following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved to pass the Resolution. Commissioner Rice seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

The Resolution is as follows:
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Jay asked when it goes into effect.  Chairman McGinley said it would be today May 10th  

Jay gave the MOU for the Sheriff’s Office to the Commissioners to sign.  This MOU was for Federal Funds waiver for pass through to the Sheriff’s Office.

Jay gave the Commissioners a $34,981 estimate for updating the jail.  This was for the security portion and construction would be around $8,000.  This estimate was higher than Jay thought it would be.  He will get with Jim Carpita to look over the estimate.  Jay also gave the Commissioners the estimate to look over.  He said there is a limited amount of contractors that deal with this sort of work.  

Drought Task Force:  

The following people were in attendance:
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Larry Laknar handed out the agenda for the meeting.  The sign in sheet was passed around.  Chairman McGinley said he would turn the meeting over to Larry Laknar.  Dennis Miotke could not be at the meeting, so Larry Laknar asked Commissioner Rice to read the progress report.

#1:  Commissioner Rice read the Progress Report (See attached).  Commissioner Rice also stated that irrigation demand will begin on May 17th and that is when they will start charging for water. 

#2 – No one from NRCS was at the meeting.

#3 - Wild fires – Tom Osen, Forest Service, had a meeting in Butte today and could not attend the meeting.  His summer fire hiring is complete.  Tom met with Scott Marsh to remove forest service land from the fire districts.  Grasshopper will be meeting with them this week.  

Don Copple, State Lands, reported their seasonal hiring is complete.  He stated there might be a 5% budget cut will be next year for hiring.  This year is fine.  Don handed out the Seasonal Outlook for a report.  The report doesn’t seem as dismal now as before reported.  He said it is looking pretty good so far.  

Scott Marsh and Rick Later were not present at the meeting.

#4 - Tim Egan, DNRC, said there was no report on grazing because the grass isn’t growing as yet.  Tim said with the beetle kill and lack of snow, the fire season could get interesting.  

#5 - Gina Loss from the National Weather Service joined the meeting by phone conference.  Larry Laknar did a Power Point presentation for Gina’s report.  Gina reported:  April was fairly wet for southern Beaverhead County.  March was virtually nothing as far as moisture.  April temperature was near normal with extreme Beaverhead County 2 to 3 degrees warmer.  May so far only has 9 days of data – 50% of normal in the County.  Temperatures for May have been 12-15 degrees below normal.  Percent of normal precipitation is near to above normal.  The percent of April average snowpack was 84% for Jefferson Basin and 82% for Madison Basin.  Clark Canyon Reservoir is as good as Gina has seen it.  Beaverhead is slightly dry with the national drought monitor.  This was issued on May 4th.  Gina talked about precipitation amounts for 6-10 days coming.  Chances are not great for significant flooding this season.  Gina left the meeting at 11:30 a.m.

#6 and #8 - JP Tanner, County Extension Office, reported he wants it to warm up a little, but wants to see more moisture.  

#7 - No one from the City of Dillon was present at the meeting.

#9 – No one from Fish Wildlife and Parks was at the meeting.

#10 - Larry gave his report next.  He went through his report that he handed out with a slideshow.  (7 pages)  Ruby Reservoir is going over the spillway right now Larry said.  Larry also handed out the 2010 Rocky Mountain Area Fire Season Outlook – Rocky Mountain Region.  (4 pages)  

The next Drought Task Force meeting will be held on June 14th.  

Lunch Recess

Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he convened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice and Road Department Secretary Jamie Flynn present.

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:

There was no old business discussed.

At 3:30 p.m. Chairman McGinley recessed the Commissioners’ meeting for the Compensation Board meeting.  At 4:00 p.m. Chairman McGinley reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.  He met with Tom McKnight from the radio station and Dick Crockford from the Dillon Tribune.

Payment of Invoices:

Betty Tinsley, Financial Administrator, was out of the office, so no invoices were paid.

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

There were no public comments.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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Action On Resolution To Approve Credit For Years Of Past Service For
Deputies Certified In Peace Officer Standards Training (Post)
With Previous Experience

WHEREAS, Deputies in the employ of the Sheriff of Beaverhead County, are entitled, by
statute (MCA § 7-4-2510) to a 1% longevity pay in areas for each year of service, and

WHEREAS, it is beneficial to the Sheriff and the public to hire experienced officers,
because they are previously trained at no expense to the County, and provide a more
immediate impact as a newly employed Deputy, and

WHEREAS, when the Sheriff hires a new Deputy with previous experience who is Peace
Officer Standards Training (POST) certified, or its equivalent from another state, it is to
the benefit of the County to credit the newly hired Deputy with his or her years of service.
NOW, THEREFORE, IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. POST certified Deputies with previous experience elsewhere in Montana will  be
given credit for their years of service in regard to the 1% longevity pay.

2. Newly hired Deputies who have successfully petitioned the POST Council for

recognition of their POST qualification from their former state will, at the discretion of
the Sheriff, be eligible for their years of service in regard to the 1% longevity pay.

PASSED THIS 10™ DAY OF MAY 2010.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Michael J. McGinlgy
Chairman
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Garth L. Haugland

C. Thomas Rice
Commissioner

Attested:
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Debra L. Scott
Beaverhead County Clerk and Recorder
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