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May 11, 2009 Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on May 11, 2009, at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman C. Thomas Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Lee Diedrich.  
Road Department Update:
Road Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for:  May 3rd to May 9th, 2009.

DILLON AREA


Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Smith, Nissen, Carter Creek, Sweetwater, Ten Mile, Rebich, Bolick, Old Stage, Eliason, Bond, Anderson and Albers.


Employees were given hearing tests from BC Hearing.


Hauled gravel, bladed, repaired soft spots on Brenner Lane and Horse Prairie area.


Moved equipment from Lima to Brenner Lane.


Reclaimed Gravel Pit 214 on Lemhi Pass.


Yard maintenance.


Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper, Elkhorn and Glen area roads. 


Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA


Plowed Red Rock Pass.  Pass is now open.  Centennial Valley is open.


Bladed on the South Valley and Big Sheep Creek Roads.


Employees were given hearing tests from BC Hearing.


Removed barricades on South Valley and Blacktail Roads.


Removed snow equipment. 


Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.


Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 


Bladed on the Bannack Bench Road and Horse Prairie cut across.


Hauled gravel on the following roads:  Upper North Fork, Lower Bender Creek, and Lower Mussibrod Creek


Stockpiled gravel on the Upper North Fork.


Hauled gravel to Twin Lakes Road.


Employees were given hearing tests from BC Hearing.


Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.


Equipment service and repair.  
There was discussion about purchasing a used wheel loader for the Road Department.  Commissioner Rice stated that RDO, T& E, Tri-State, and Western States have been working with him tor a wheel loader.   Chairman Rice stated that he would have Jamie develop a spec sheet. After the spec sheet is developed the above mentioned companies will be sent a copy of the specs and a notice of bid will be published for two weeks in the Dillon Tribune for any other interested parties to be able to place their bids.  Chairman Rice stated that payment would be made after this fiscal year closing to the party winning the bid.  Bids will be advertised for two weeks and opened and awarded on June 8, 2009.  Possession of the equipment is to occur between the awarding of the bid June 8th and the payment date of July 6th.

Sheriff’s Office Update:

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting and gave an update on the Sheriff’s Office. Sheriff Hansen reported he has tentatively hired a new deputy (Jason Sarisky).  Jason has tentatively accepted the deputy position and will hopefully start employment in about two weeks.  Jay reported Jason has over 6-years of law enforcement experience, will need two to three weeks of orientation, and then should be in a patrol car by the middle of June.  Jay stated that there were two other good candidates and that he chose Mr. Sarisky on the basis of his experience. 

Jay reported that his budget is in good shape with the exception of the prescription drugs line item. Jay stated that there is money elsewhere in his budget to cover this line item overage.   Jay stated that he is currently working with the Department of Corrections concerning expenses incurred by one inmate he paid prescriptions on in which he feels is the Department of Correction’s responsibility. 

Sheriff Hansen reported that he would be out of town next week attending the Sheriff’s Incentive conference.  This conference will cost approximately $250.00. 

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting and gave an update on the County Attorney’s office and reviewed the amendment to Resolution 2007-21.  Resolution 2009-07 amends Resolution 2007-21 by correcting a mathematical error in the 2007 fiscal year official salary setting.  The figures that were used to set salaries was correct but the wrong figures were placed in Resolution 2007-21.  This amendment corrects and places the correct figures in Resolution 2009-07.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved to approve Resolution 2009-07 that amends Resolution 2007-21.  Commissioner McGinley seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Jed reported he is working on the Town of Grant road and platting issues and received a bill from G & E Engineering for 16 hours of work done on the Grant project.  Jed gave the bill to the Commissioners.

Drought/Flood Task Force:

The following members of the Drought Task Force joined the meeting:
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The agenda and handouts were distributed and everyone introduced himself or herself.

National Weather Service:

Gina Loss from the National Weather Service gave a PowerPoint presentation via phone conference call reporting on precipitation, temperature, and snow pack percentage for April and the first 10 days of May.  Gina reported that:

· April precipitation and temperature was near normal, the April Normal Precipitation year was near normal to a little above normal.

· The May percentage of Normal Precipitation was below normal with the exception of the northern pocket of the county with May’s temperatures running 4-6 degrees below average.

· May’s water year is close to normal but not as good as previous years. May 1, 2009 to May 10, 2009 showed Dillon at 67% of normal average, Ennis at 61% of normal average, and Wisdom at 148% of normal average. This could increase as we are pushing into our wet months.

· Average snow pack in April was 133% of average, Beaverhead Madison Counties (SW Montana) was 129% above normal, and that Clark Canyon Reservoir is 89% full.  The Clark Canyon Reservoir trends are close to average. 

· The NRCIS Surface supply index is near average to moderately wet.

· USGS gage recordings percentage is normal. 

· The Montana Drought Status map showed no drought.

· Predicting 40 to 50 % chance of precipitation in the next few days and temperatures are expected to be above normal.

· June, July, and August predicting 40-50% change Temperature will be above normal and precipitation will be below normal.

· ElNino/LaNina – should have neutral conditions thought the summer months.

· Probability of Flooding- Big Hole River should see some flooding, 48% chance of major flooding in the county depending on temperatures and weather conditions.

· Between now and June 14th look for possible major flooding.

Fish Wildlife and Parks Update – Dick Oswald

Dick Oswald from Fish Wildlife and Parks reported that fish planting in Clark Canyon Reservoir is schedules for June 1, 10, and 15. Decided to do planting once a week for 3 weeks in hopes water temperatures will be good at that time increasing survival rate.  Dick also reported there has been a large silt dump out of Clark Canyon.

Drought Report – Larry Laknar
Larry Laknar reported on the Snowtell sites stating that:

· Monitoring Big Hole River for flood potential

· Snow pack ranges from 129% to 91% in the Jefferson Basin

· The East Bench and Clark Canyon water supply is full on water allotments

· Compared to 1984 Clark Canyon Dam levels to current dam levels.

Next Drought Meeting
The next meeting of the Drought Task Force will be June 8, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room and the State Drought Task Force meeting will be on May 21, 2009.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, and Secretary Lee Diedrich present.  

Mountain States Transmission Intertie (MSTI) Project Update:
Northwest Representative Dan Rapkock and Ron Pankratz, Project Manager, joined the meeting to give briefing/update to County officials and the general public. The following people also joined the meeting:
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The Mountain States Transmission Intertie will be starting at Townsend, Montana running approximately 90 miles through Beaverhead County and ending at Midpoint, Idaho.  

There is still a long way to go before this transmission line becomes a reality.  The draft Environmental Impact Statement should be ready this fall, and there will be more hearings and revisions if needed before the final projections are made. Some concerns NorthWestern Energy is facing include: property values, visual impacts, and human health issues with the electromagnetic fields, and the impact of power leaving the state of Montana.

NorthWestern Energy will be putting articles and updates in their monthly newsletter and updates can also be found online.

There was discussion on what Montanans would gain from having this transmission line running though the state.  Economic development was the main benefit stating that this will be a billon dollar project.  Noxious weeds were brought up as a major concern.  The EIS will be addressing the noxious weed problem caused by the construction of this project and how the noxious weeds will be managed. Placing this transmission line on private lands verses public lands was also a big concern of those in attendance. 

Action on Alltel Communications Cell Tower Application:

Beaverhead County Planner Rick Hartz and Kelsey Olson from the Engineering and Inspections Division of Tower Engineering Professions joined the meeting to discuss and request approval of the Alltel Communications Cell Tower in Jackson, Montana. 

Kelsey and Rick reviewed the project and Rick read the Planning Department Staff Report and addendum.  

The Beaverhead County Planning Department recommends conditional approval of the Alltel Communications LLC application for the Jackson-site subject to the following conditions: 

1. Compliance with all applicable Montana State Building Codes. Certification/compliance letters from the Montana Department of Commerce will verify compliance.

2. Submittal of the F.A.A. Determination of No Hazard to Air Navigation and compliance with all F.A.A. requirements and standards.  

3. Compliance with any and all F.C.C. public safety guidelines and requirements.

4. Submittal of the signed approved noxious weed management plan and compliance with the provisions and requirements of that management plan.

This recommendation is for a period of 1-year from the date of Commission approval. 

After the conclusion of the Staff Report and project review discussion, the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved to approve the Alltel Wireless Communications Facility Application in Jackson, Montana as submitted with the conditions submitted by the Planning Department. Commissioner McGinley seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Action on Final Plat of Rocky Mountain Ranches Minor Subdivision Phase I – Tract J:

Planner Rick Hartz reported that all of the conditions have been met and fees paid on the Rocky Mountain Ranches Minor Subdivision Phase 1 – Tract J and recommended final plat approval.  The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved to grant final plat approval of the Rocky Mountain Ranches Minor Subdivision, Phase 1 – Tract J Commissioner McGinley seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Awarding of Bridge Inspection Bid:

James Carpita joined the meeting.   The awarding of the bid for the bridge inspection project was tabled until the May 2.6th Commission meeting with the following motion:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved to table the awarding of the Bridge Project bid for 2-weeks (May 26th Commission meeting). Commissioner McGinley seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Awarding of the Dillon Airport Reconstruction Bid:

The Commission reviewed the bids submitted for the Airport Reconstruction Project. The bids were as follows:

Helena Sand and Gravel, Helena, MT
$ 1,561,000.00

Knife River, Missoula, MT


$ 1,681,444.77

The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved to award the Airport Reconstruction project to Helena Sand and Gravel. Commissioner McGinley seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Payment of Claims:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the May 3 – May 9, 2009 invoices for a total of $41,058.41. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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