May 14, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on May 14, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the May 7, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the minutes of the May 7, 2007 meeting be approved with corrections.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for May 6-12, 2007.


Dillon Area

· Blacktail Road from the end of the pavement to the Matador Ranch buildings was graded.

· Smith Road, White Lane, and Flynn Lane were watered and graded.

· Carrigan Lane, Blacktail Road, White Lane, and Selway Drive were hand patched.

· Gravel was hauled on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Helped the Wisdom Crew to install a culvert  in Little Lake Creek Road.

· Gravel was loaded and stockpiled on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Dillon area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· South Valley Road, Hansen Lane, Bitmat Road, Dell Airport Road, and Big Sheep Creek Road were bladed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Gravel was hauled on Little Lake Creek Road.

· A culvert was in installed in Little Lake Creek Road.

· Willow were removed from the shoulders of Little Lake Creek Road.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
The residents of Hildreth III Subdivision met to discuss the options of upgrading the roads in the Subdivision.  They are thinking about going through the Rural Improvement District (RID) process to pay the costs.  The residents will obtain a consultant to get cost estimates for the upgrading of the roads.

The Commissioners were given a copy of Lewis and Clark County’s policy for RID’s to review.

Dave Elias has submitted an acceptable engineering profile on Sweetwater Road. The Commissioners reviewed this profile.  The upgrade would start at the Cemetery and would end at McDonald Way.  The road width will be made for a paved surface if in the future the road is paved.  The pedestrian path will match the existing roadway. Dave will start developing rights-of-way acquisitions and quantities for this road project.  There was discussion about obtaining the Job Corp to do this project. Sweetwater Road from Oliver Lane to the Cemetery is made with cold mix asphalt, and Richard thinks this portion should be reconstructed if a pedestrian path is constructed from Oliver Lane to the Cemetery.


Richard was told that the Fred Stradinger called to report that the gravel portion of Laknar Lane is very rough. Chairman Haugland also told Richard that the portion of Carrigan Lane by the canal bridge is extremely rough.


Seven residents that live off of Steele Creek Road would like to participate with the County in graveling the road from the State lands to the Forest Service boundary, approximately 1 ½ miles.  Richard will calculate the cost.  Richard left the meeting.

County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting.  In regards to the Stevenson Road matter John Corman will accept $400 compensation for May 2007 to May 2008.  The court date for the Bump lawsuit regarding the Stevenson Road is in October.  

Dirt hauling at the Plant Park will begin this week, and the log building is supposed to be moved today.  John Whittingham is going to try to do the planting in a few weeks. Options for a sprinkler system were discussed.  Kirk will check into ADA compliance for the trails in the park.  The Forest Service wants to know if the County still wants it to do the signage for the Park.  The Commissioners approved the Forest Service to do the signage for this park.  Kurt will call the Forest Service architect about this matter.  The Commissioners decided that the County would pay the big invoices for the Park instead of John paying them and the County reimbursing John. The fencing for the Park was discussed.  Marv and Kurt left the meeting.

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting. Jay is still waiting for the E911 to be functional. What he sees of the center he does not like, and he does not think he will like the finished product.  There is a five to six second delay between radios. Jay feels proposed E911 center criteria should have been properly reviewed before it was bid.  Both sides of the center are supposed to be functioning this week.

Jay ordered a Dodge car last week and will try to purchase a pickup in October.  Jay left the meeting.

The Commissioners reviewed a contract  for the designation of alcohol funds in Beaverhead County from the Southwest Montana Chemical Dependency program.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the contract for alcohol funds designation be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.










The following members of the Drought Task Force joined the meeting: County DES Coordinator Larry Laknar, Dillon District Forest Service Representatives Tom Osen and Tammy Clark, Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Representative Dick Oswald, Extension Agent J.P. Tanner, BLM Representative Tim Bozorth, DNRC Representatives Lee Hahnkamp, Don Copple, and Chuck Maddox, Beaverhead Fire District #2 Representative Rick Later, NRCS representative Kris Berg, and Deputy DES Coordinator Bob McWilliams. 


Introductions were given and Chairman Haugland turned the meeting over to Larry. Copies of the agenda and attachments were distributed.  Via the Internet and conference call, National Weather Service Representative Gina Loss gave a power point presentation on drought conditions in Beaverhead and Madison Counties.   Everyone gave his or her verbal report. Larry gave a power point presentation on the drought conditions. The next County Drought Task Force meeting will be June 11, 2007, at 11:00 a.m.  The Drought Task Force left the meeting.

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break, and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

 
Insurance Agent Tom Bramlette, County Safety Officer Jack Eddie, and KDBM Reporter Lee Squires joined the meeting.  There was discussion about MACo Joint Powers Insurance Authority (JPIA) Workers’ Compensation Pool Board of Trustees approving the involvement of local independent agents in the Workers’ Compensation pool program.  The main reason for involving the local agent is to either participate in or assist MACo’s Loss Control Specialists in implementing the On-Track Safety Program.  Beaverhead County has already implemented it’s On-Track Safety Program and the Commissioners feel that there is no need enter into an agreement to pay Tom three percent of the Worker’s Compensation premium to assist with the program.  Commissioner McGinley JPIA Marketing Director Greg Jackson about this matter.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the May 6-12, 2007 invoices for a total of $32,238.02. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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