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May 19, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, May 19, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, and Commissioner Mike McGinley.
Minutes

The reading of the minutes was postponed.

Road Department Update

Road Manager Richard Miller submitted the following Road report.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY ROAD WORK

May 11th to May 17th, 2008

Dillon, Lima and Wisdom Areas 
DILLON AREA


Bladed the following roads and lanes:  Hogsback, Carter Creek, Sweetwater, Nissen and Bannack Bench.


Repaired bad spots on Bloody Dick Road.


On Browne’s Bridge Road, installed culverts, cleaned up trees and brush, removed old culverts and fence.  


Road checked roads in Glen, Horse Prairie and Grasshopper area.


Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA


Bladed the following roads and lanes:  Gleed, Steel Bridge, Gravley, Gosman, Little Sheep Creek, Munday, West and Reeder.


Flagged area roads for water on the road.


Bridge end marker repair on Sage Creek Road.  Bridge #B32-L


Road checked Lima, Dell and Centennial Valley area roads.


Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 


Removed damaged guardrail at Bridge #B61-D north of Polaris on Scenic Byway and installed warning devices.


Removed “Road Closed” barricades on the Scenic Byway.


Installed wings on cattleguard on Rock Creek Road and Moose Creek Road.


Installed bridge end marker signs on Bridge #088-W on Little Lake Creek Road and Bridge #081-W on Rock Creek Road.


Installed “weight limit” signs on Bridge #079-W and #077-W on Rock Creek Road.


Installed “water on road” signs on the Lower North Fork Road.


Equipment service and repair.

There are run-off problems on the Lower north Fork Road in the Big Hole, the South Valley Road in the Centennial Valley, and the Clark Creek Road in the Grasshopper.  

Work is being done on Brown’s Bridge.  The installation of the cattleguard and fencing still needs to be completed.

The Union Pacific (UP) Railroad has informed the Road Department that the it is working on the new railroad crossing on Bond Lane and the crossing might have to be temporarily closed.  

Sheriff’s Office Update

Sheriff Jay Hansen informed the Commissioners that May 11 –17, 2008 is Police Officer Memorial Week.  The communications between the Sheriff’s Office and County Attorney Jed Fitch are good.  Jed is working on the old cases that were never work completed.  

County Attorney’s Office Update

There was discussion on the Lovell/Bump Road issue.  Jed and Bump’s Attorney Tim Dick have also been in discussion regarding this matter.  There was discussion about budgeting for a part-time County Attorney.  Jed will hire a deputy after July 1.   

Action on Resolution of Acclamation for Fire District #3
At this time the Commissioners reviewed Resolution 2008-14 – Resolution of Acclamation of election For Big Hole Fire District #3 Trustee Positions and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Resolution 2008-14 – Resolution of Acclamation of election For Big Hole Fire District #3 Trustee Positions be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
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RESOLUTION OF ACCLAMATION OF ELECTION
FOR BIG HOLE FIRE DISTRICT #3 TRUSTEE POSITONS

WHEREAS, there are two open positions on the Board of Trustees for Big Hole Fire
District #3; and

WHEREAS, only two candidates filed a nominating petition; and

WHEREAS, under the provisions of section 7-33-2106 MCA the Commissioners shall
declare those candidates, who filed nominating petitions elected by acclamation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Beaverhead County Commissioners
declare Larry Christiansen and Max C. Lapham elected by acclamation to the positions of
Trustees of Big Hole Fire District #3 to serve three (3) year terms with their terms each
expiring June 1, 2011.

ADOPTED THIS 19th day of May 2008.
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Appointment of Trustees to Fire Districts #1, #2, & #4

The following appointments were made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the following people be appointed to appointments be approved:


Fire District #1:  Les Duffner and Wayne Potter


Term Expires:  June 1, 2011.


Fire District #2:  Jim Watkins and Will Staudenmeyer

                   Term Expires:  June 1, 2011


Fire District #4:  Shelly Boyd


Term Expires:  June 1, 2011.


A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Lunch Recess

Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting Chairman Rice reconvened the meeting with all Commissioners and Secretary Lee Diedrich present. 

International Union of Operating Engineers (IUOE)

IUOE Representatives Dewey Nygard and Jim Richard, County Road Department Union members Bob Ferris and Scott Jones met with the County Commissioners to discuss Contract Negotiations. 

[image: image2.wmf]
On May 5, 2008, the “Union” presented the “County” with the proposed following amendments to the contract.  
The County countered with the following proposals:
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ARTICLE XIII - Insurance (Response to May 5, 2008 proposal)

The County rejects the proposal that: The County shall provide a health
insurance plan for it’s employees and will continue to pay 100 % of the
employees premium for all employees hire prior to July 1, 2005. The
employee’s spouses and dependants shall be covered under the same policy,
but at the employee’s expense. Exception: The birth or adoption of a child
has to be registered with the Financial Administrator within 14 days after
the birth or adoption, and deleting all remaining language in part A except
last two paragraphs to be kept as is. Re-letter remaining parts.

The County proposes to leave Article XIII - Insurance as written in the 2005
contract with the exception of dropping the 4th paragraph dealing with the
90-day waiting period.

We will explain the advantage to employees at the May 19th meeting.

ARTICLE XXIII - Term Of Agreement

County accepts May 5, 2008 proposal of: “Dates to move forward July 1 — 30th
June as term is negotiated”.

SCHEDULE “A” - Wages
Raises ~-Wage (Response to May 5, 2008 proposal)

The County rejects the Schedule “A” $1.00 per hour, per year all
Base Wages raise and 4.1% c.o.l.a. per year.

The County proposes Schedule “A” to be addressed annually
with the rest of the contract to be addressed every 3-years.

The County proposes a $.25 raise plus c.0.La. as explained in
Schedule “A” #1 on page 23 of 25 of the existing contract.

Commission Response to May 5, 2008
LU.O.E. Contact Proposal
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There was discussion concerning what schedule to use for the cost of living percentages.  It was stated that whichever schedule is used needs to be consistently used from that point on. 

The “Union” proposed:


SCHEDULE “B”- LONGEVITY ALLOWANCE 
Longevity shall be based on the years of service within the bargaining unit as an employee with the County.  Effective on the employee’s hire date each employee who completed five (5) years of service with the County Shall receive 1% of their base salary multiplied by the number of completed five (5) year periods of employment.  Employees shall receive their longevity pay on the anniversary of their hire date, and the “deleting of the remaining language except last sentence to be kept as is”. 

The “County” response:


SCHEDULE “B”- LONGEVITY ALLOWANCE


The County rejected the May 5, 2008 Schedule B - Longevity proposal.

The “County” proposed:

SCHEDULE “B”- LONGEVITY ALLOWANCE

The County proposes to leave Schedule B – Longevity Allowance as written in the 2005 contract.

The “Union” response:


SCHEDULE “B”- LONGEVITY ALLOWANCE


This proposal will be taken back to the union members for discussion.  This will be addressed the next meeting between the Union and Commission.

The “County” proposed:


ARTICLE XXV – ECONOMIC LAY-OFF

The deletion of Article XXV –Economic Lay-Off.

The was discussion concerning economic lay-off’s due to Federal funding of Secure Rural Schools (SRS).  The SRS finding is targeted toward the County Road Fund at a sixty-six and two-thirds percent of total.  If was explained that if the County Road Department loses this funding there may need to be lay-offs of county road employees.  Road employee Scott Jones stated that he fells county employees should look after each other and if lay-offs are needed that they should be done evenly in all departments.  Scott stated he felt if the monies don’t come in that the Road Department is being targeted for lay-offs.

Commissioner McGinley responded by stated: if this same situation was to happen in the Sheriff’s office would it be fair to lay off road employees.  Hopefully there will not need to be any lay-offs in any department but it is not totally out of the picture.

The “Union” response:

ARTICLE XXV – ECONOMIC LAY-OFF

This proposal will be taken back to the union members for discussion.  This will be addressed the next meeting between the Union and Commission.

The next negotiation meeting with the Union was scheduled for June 2, 2008, at 1:30 p.m. in the Commissioners room.

Public Health Update

No Public Health Update was given.

Payment of Invoices

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the May 11 – 17, 2008 invoices for a total of $15,781.17 The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Walk-ins

Mayor Marty Malesich, City Attorney Duke Gilbert, and Dillon City Councilmen Al Lawson and Dave Spehar submitted a Joint Planning Task Force Interlocal Agreement.  They left without discussion.

Pubic Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction
There were no public comments.

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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