May 21, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on May 21 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Absent:  Commissioner Mike McGinley was attending a Governor’s Office of Economic Opportunity Committee meeting.
The minutes of the May 14, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the minutes of the May 14, 2007 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for May 13-19, 2007.


Dillon Area

· Ten Mile Road, Anderson Lane, Bloody Dick Road, Mansfield Lane, and Bachelor Mountain Road were watered and graded.

· Dust abatement was applied to Ten Mile Road and Anderson Lane.

· The crew attended a Safety Meeting.

· A culvert was installed in Big Swamp Creek Road.

· Culverts in Ten Mile Road, Carroll Lane, and Rebich Lane were cleaned.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· The South Valley Road, Gravely Lane, Sage Creek Road, and Kidd Lane were bladed.

· Flood control was done on upper Medicine Lodge Road.

· The crew attended a safety meeting.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Gravel was hauled to and spread on Big Sheep Creek Road and Little Lake Creek Road.

· A culvert was installed on Big Swamp creek road.

· Little Lake Creek Road, Miner Lake Road, and Steel Creek Road were bladed.

· The crew attended a Safety Meeting.

· Area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
Laknar Lane is being graded today.  The County has received complaints about the slickness of the magchloride that has been put on some roads. The County has received complaints about the upper end of Nissen Lane.

Ed and Maxine Guillen have contacted Richard about the wall on Blacktail Deer Creek at the Bannack Street Bridge falling into the creek.  The Guillen’s would like the County to help remove the wall and fix the creek.  The Guillens said that the County could do whatever it needs to do to fix the wall.   Richard found a tax deed showing that the County owns Lot 6 of Block 16, which is Blacktail Creek.

The Commissioners were given a list of equipment that Richard would like to have purchased for the Road Department.  This list was reviewed.

The County has received papers transferring the Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway from the Federal Highway Department to the County.  This will be put on next week’s agenda.

Ernie Harvey donated to the County the steel grate work on the culvert at the end of Thomsen Avenue.  A letter acknowledging this donation will be sent to Ernie.

Richard informed the Commissioners that when Erland Gendreau did the work at Grant, he did not set block pins, he just staked the property.  Richard feels that the block corners need to be established and that a certificate of survey needs to be completed. The Commissioners agreed with Richard.  Richard left the meeting.

County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman were unable to keep their 10:30 appointment due to a District Court Trial and to Justice Court trial.

Sheriff Jay Hansen was unable to attend his 10:30 meeting with the Commissioners.


At 11:00 a.m. E911 Committee members Swede Troedson, Sheriff Jay Hansen, and Garth Haugland, and Technical Advisor Scott Marsh joined the meeting.  There were not enough members to make a quorum, so there the E911 Committee meeting was cancelled.  There was some discussion regarding 2007-08 budgets.  Jay, Swede, and Scott left the meeting.  

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break

At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Haugland opened the public hearing to solicit public comments on the proposal to add Scentless Chamomile and Swainson Pea to the County’s noxious weed list.  Present: Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice, Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie, KDBM Report Lee Squires, and Secretary Patti Odasz.

Jack stated that the Weed Board recommends that Scentless Chamomile and Swainson Pea be added to the County’s noxious weed list.  Scentless Chamomile has been found in the Centennial Valley along the County roads and Swainson Pea has been found in the Apex area.  Chairman Haugland asked for public comment. There being no public comments, Chairman Haugland adjourned the hearing and reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Scentless Chamomile and Swainson Pea be added to the County’s noxious weed list. A verbal vote was taken the motion carried unanimously.











Jack left the meeting.


Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting to discuss the legal process to take action on the Dillon Airport Affect Area (AAA) Regulations. Airport Board Chairman George Warner and Airport Board member Tom Helle presented the AAA Regulations on May 10, 2007, to the Planning Board. As per 67-7-208 MCA the Planning Board will submit a preliminary report to the Commissioners regarding the AAA Regulations. The Commissioners will request in writing that the Planning Board hold a public hearing on the AAA Regulations.  Rick contacted Myra Schulz, MACo’s Land Use Attorney, about the notification of affected landowners in the area.  According to statute the landowners don’t have to be individually notified either by certified mail or regular mail of the upcoming hearings.  The notice of hearing just has to be published in the paper.  As a courtesy the Commissioners requested that Rick send a letter to all landowners that will be affected by the AAA Regulations.  After the Planning Board has its hearing it will submit a final report to the Commissioners. Rick left the meeting.


Commissioner McGinley gave an update on his Governor’s Office of Economic Opportunity Committee meeting held this morning in Helena.

The Commissioners were informed that the Insurance Committee recommends that the health insurance bid be awarded to the MACo Health Care Trust. The Committee also recommended Option #3 as the Committee’s first choice and Option #4 as the Committee’s second choice.  After lengthy discussion the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that MACo Health Care Trust be awarded the bid and that Option 4 be chosen as the County’s health plan. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











The employees will also be offered dental and vision coverage but at the employees’ expense.


The Commissioners reviewed the list of names of the Fire District Trustees and names of the East Bench Irrigation District Commissioners that are up for appointment. 

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley second that the following Fire District Trustees and East Bench Irrigation District Commissioner be appointed:


Fire District #1  – Lima:


Byron L. Martinell and William Martinell terms to expire 06/01/10


Fire District #2 – Dillon:


Roy Cornell and Gerald Hawkins terms to expire 06/01/10.

 .


Fire District #3 – Jackson/Wisdom:


Bob Nelson term to expire 06/01/10


Fire District #4 – Grasshopper:


Joyce Harrison and Donna Mathews terms to expire 06/01/10

 .


East Bench Irrigation District Commissioner:


Matt Christiansen term to expire 05/31/10.

A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the May 13-19, 2007 invoices for a total of $87,966.02. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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