May 29, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on May 29 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.   

The minutes of the May 21, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley 



seconded that the minutes of the May 21, 2007 meeting be 



approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried 



unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for May 20-26, 2007.


Dillon Area

Laknar Lane, Clayton Lane, Beaverhead Lane, and Buffalo Lane were watered and graded.

Nissen Lane, Carter Creek Road, Overland Road, Smith Lane, and Highway 324 (Bannack Pass) were graded.

A culvert was installed in Big Swamp Creek Road.

Two culverts were installed in and gravel was hauled to Smith Road.

A snowplow was mounted on a truck so that the Scenic Byway.

Plowed snow on the Scenic Byway.

There was a meeting with the Federal Highway Administration regarding the Scenic Byway and the Snowline gravel pit.

Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
The South Valley Road, Steel Bride Road, and Old Armstead Road were bladed.

Maintenance was done on a cattleguard in Sage Creek Road.

Gravel was hauled to Old Armstead Road and Big Sheep Creek Road.  

Area roads were checked.

Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

Big Swamp Creek Road and Little Lake Creek Road were bladed.

A culvert was installed on Big Swamp Creek Road.

Flood Control was done on Steel Creek Road.

The Scenic Byway was checked.

Brush and hazards were removed from the Scenic Byway.

Area Roads were checked.

Equipment was moved from Dillon to Wisdom.

Equipment was serviced and repaired.

The Commissioners reviewed pictures of culverts in Blacktail Road at Whisky Springs that were patched last week.


Lane Jarvis contacted Richard about the condition of Sullivan Lane.  Richard is not sure that Sullivan is a County road.  Richard will research the status of this Road and have the Commissioners and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman review the information.  At this time the County maintains Sullivan Lane. 


There was discussion about Trail Creek Road in the Big Hole Valley.  Richard is not sure if this Road is a County road.  If it is a County road, a Schedule “A” Agreement is needed and the Forest Service will maintain the road. The file on this road was reviewed.  Richard will talk to the Forest Service about Trail Creek Road.


Semi-trucks are still using Sweetwater Road from Oliver Lane to Carter Creek Road.  Richard suggested putting restrictive weight limits on this section of Sweetwater Road.  Richard will check will Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman regarding the legality of not allowing semi-trucks on this section of Sweetwater Road.


John Morse, Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman, and Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  Richard left the meeting.


John informed the Commissioners that an individual in the Rancho Blacktail Subdivision is building a shed to store boats for his business and that; he is not going to build a house.  According to the covenants of the Subdivision only single-family dwellings and support buildings are allowed.  Kurt informed John that the County does not get involved in homeowner disputes; that this would be a civil matter.  The County reviews a subdivision on how the land will be divided.  The developers write the covenants for the subdivisions and the homeowners associations of each subdivision enforce these covenants.  Either an individual homeowner in this subdivision or the homeowners association will need to take legal action against this individual.  John left the meeting.


Kurt talked to Forest Service employee Katie Bump regarding the native plant park.  She will bring another copy of the contract and letter regarding the work the Forest Service would do in the park.  The Forest Service cannot meet the County’s timeframe for the design and the placement of the plants, but the Forest Service is still planning to do the signage for the park.


Kurt informed the Commissioners that for any construction or maintenance projects over $1,000 that are done on roads by private companies the project has to be advertised and the company has to be bonded.  The prevailing wage law comes into effect on projects that are over $25,000.  Kurt left the meeting. 


Jay discussed with the Commissioners the payroll issue that is the topic of the Elected Officials’ and Department Head meeting today.  Jay left the meeting.


The following Elected Officials and Department Heads joined the meeting:  Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie, Extension Agent J.P. Tanner, Financial Administrator Betty Tinsley, Facilities Administrator Chris Kraft, Grant Administrator Frank Mastandrea, Fair Manager Chris Renfree, County Superintendent of Schools Dottie Donovan, Planner Rick Hartz, GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh, Clerk and Recorder Debbie Scott, Justice of the Peace Candy Hoerning, Road Manager Richard Miller, Solid Waste Manager Bob McWilliams, Sanitarian Larry Laknar, Sheriff Jay Hansen, and Treasurer Kathy Allard.


Betty informed everyone that each year the Auditor writes up the County because employees are being paid for two weeks of work in June out of the new fiscal year’s budget.  The County has decided that starting this June, the June time sheets will be due by 3:00 p.m. on June 28.  The checks will be posted to the accounts by June 29.  Almost all departments’ salary line items will be over drawn, but next fiscal year this money will be budgeted.  The Commissioners will send the employees information on this matter.


The budget worksheets for all departments should be ready by this Thursday.


The state’s payment of the County Attorney’s salary was discussed.  The funding amount for PILT is still unknown.  


There will be a Safety Committee meeting tomorrow afternoon.  Employee teams will be developed and a safety incentive program will be started.  Red Cross approved first aid classes will be offered to employees. The classes will be offered ½ day one week and ½ day the next week.  The Elected Officials and Department Heads left the meeting.


The Commissioners reviewed the Resolution of Election for Public Hospital District of Beaverhead County Trustee Positions and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Resolution of Election for Public Hospital District of Beaverhead County Trustee Positions be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

The Resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION NO. 2007- 08

RESOLUTION OF ELECTION FOR PUBLIC HOSPITAL DISTRICT

OF BEAVERHEAD COUNTY TRUSTEE POSITIONS

WHEREAS, there are two open positions on the Board of Trustees for Public Hospital District of Beaverhead County; and


WHEREAS, three candidates filed nominating petitions; and 


WHEREAS, on May 8, 2007 an election was held for Hospital District Trustee positions; and


WHEREAS, on May 14, 2007, the Barrett Hospital and Health Care (BHHC) Board of Trustees conducted an official canvas of the poll books of said election, and


WHEREAS, the BHHC Board of Trustees declared the official election results: Don Peterson 572 votes, Joe Morstein 536 votes, and Jeanette Prodgers 373 votes.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Beaverhead County Commissioners declare Don Peterson and Joe Morstein as the elected Trustees for the Public Hospital District of Beaverhead County to serve three (3) year terms with their terms each expiring June 1, 2010.


ADOPTED THIS 29th day of May 2007.
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The Commissioners reviewed a Resolution Supporting The Headwaters Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D)/Economic Development District and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the Resolution Supporting the Headwaters Resource Conservation And Development (Rc&D)/Economic Development District be adopted. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











The Resolution is as follows:
RESOLUTION NO. 2007-09
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE HEADWATERS RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT (RC&D)/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT


WHEREAS, Beaverhead County is an active member of the Headwaters RC&D/Economic Development District; and


WHEREAS, the Headwaters RC&D/Economic Development District comprises seven counties and their municipalities, including Anaconda-Deer Lodge, Beaverhead, Butte-Silver Bow, Granite, Jefferson, Madison and Powell which work together for the common good of the area; and


WHEREAS, the Headwaters RC&D/Economic Development District has adopted and approved a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy for the seven county area; and


NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that Beaverhead County Commissioners formally acknowledges their continued need for regional economic development and planning through the Headwaters RC&D/Economic Development District and the seven county areas Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy.


Adopted this 29th day of May 2007.
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Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break.


At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Haugland convened the public hearing on the Sweetwater III Estates Major Subdivision.  Present:  All Commissioners, Developer Ron Towery, Planning Board Chairman Eldon Ayers, Planning Board Member Margareta Smith Knopik, Planner Rick Hartz, Fire Warden Scott Marsh, Dillon Tribune Reporter Barb Bauerle, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  


Previous to the hearing the Commissioners received and reviewed an information packet regarding this subdivision.  The Planning Board held a public hearing for this Subdivision on May 10, 2007. There were no opponents to this Subdivision at the Planning Board’s hearing.  


Chairman Haugland asked for public comments. There were no public comments.  Chairman Haugland adjourned the hearing and reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting.


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley  



seconded that the preliminary plat of the Sweetwater III 



Estates Major Subdivision be conditionally approved.  A 



verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Scott, Ron, Margareta, Rick, and Eldon left the meeting


At 3:00 p.m. the following people joined the meeting: County Resource Use Planner Eldon Ayers, Beaverhead-Deerlodge (B-D) Forest Dillon District Supervisor Bruce Ramsey, Regional Forest Supervisor Tom Tidwell, Dillon B-D Forest Service Representatives Marty Gardner and Peri Suenram, Regional Forest Service Representatives Ed Nesselroad, Pam Gardiner, and Kathy McAllister, Madison County Commissioners Dave Schulz and Jim Hart, and concerned citizen Park Scott.


There was discussion about wilderness designations in Beaverhead County and there was discussion about the Partnership Strategy.


Commissioner McGinley stated that he has been told that the proposal to add Garfield Mountain to the list of proposed wilderness did not come from the Regional Office or the local office, and asked where the proposal came from.  Bruce answered that he feels that Garfield Mountain is pristine and should be wilderness. The Garfield Mountain area was discussed at the Regional level and the Regional office feels that it should be wilderness.  The Forest Service gave no firm answer or rationale as to why Garfield Mountain is proposed as wilderness. Commissioner McGinley also asked who gave the Forest Service the County’s February 21, 2006 letter written to the Montana Wilderness Association regarding proposed wilderness designations.  Kathy indicated that she believes that either Tim Baker or John Gatchell gave it to Chris Ryan the Forest Services’ Wilderness Specialist.  Chairman McGinley asked why the Sapphire area and other areas located in counties that are pro-wilderness and support the Partnership and have a higher wilderness criteria rating are not listed as proposed wilderness. Why is more wilderness recommended in a county that does not support more wilderness. Commissioner McGinley also asked why there needs to be more wilderness proposed than the 262,000 acres the ID Team recommended. There were no firm answers to these questions.  


Commissioner Rice and Commissioner Dave Schulz both pointed out that recommended wilderness or wilderness designations, although do not specifically prohibit grazing, creates an overburden of burocracy and makes administering grazing extremely difficult.  Commissioner Rice suggested that the boundaries be moved back to create a buffer zone between recommended wilderness and deeded land.  The buffer zone would be multiple use.


Tom Tidwell gave his assurance that he would review why Garfield Mountain and all the recommended wilderness areas should be listed in wilderness designation.


Parke Scott pointed out that the Forest Plan does 75 percent of travel management.  If there is an area closure the citizens don’t have an opportunity to have input.   Parke asked why the Beaverhead-Deerlodge Forest is one of two forests nationwide that is using the Forest Plan as travel management. The motorized or non-motorized allocations without an inventory takes the opportunities from the motorized users because they don’t know what the Forest Service is opening or closing.  Bruce said that there is not the money or staff to do the designation of routes outside the closed areas.   The people attending this portion of the meeting left.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media.


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the May 20-26, 2007 invoices for a total of $25,712.61. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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