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June 1, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, June 1, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the May 26, 2009 meeting and hearing were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the May 26, 2009 meeting and hearing be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Review of County Projects:

Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting to submit the contracts   for the 3rd Avenue Bridge project in Lima.  Commissioner McGinley signed the contracts.  Jamie informed the Commissioners that the request for fuel bids will be published this month and the bids will be opened on June 22, 2009.  

Jamie submitted the Road Department Report for May 24 – 30, 2009:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow and opened Lemhi Pass.

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Blacktail, Brenner, Cliff, and spots on Bannack Pass (Hwy 324).

· Bladed and watered on Ten Mile Road from the new landfill.

· Hand patched on the Blacktail Road and Carrigan Lane.

· Hauled gravel on Bannack Pass (Hwy 324).

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper area roads and Medicine Lodge and Cabin Creek Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on Sage Creek Road.

· Repaired washouts on Sage Creek and Cabin Creek Roads.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the following roads:  Bannack Bench, Canyon, Elkhorn Hot Springs, Clark Creek, Gibbonsville, Upper North Fork and Taylor Creek to the dump site. 

· Cleaned culverts on the Upper North Fork Road. 

· Hauled gravel to the Upper North Fork Road.

· Installed end markers on Little Lake Creek Road.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.  
Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  He reported that the Sheriff’s Incentive Conference that he attended last was good and that there were about 28 people in attendance.

Jay informed the Commissioners that he is applying for a Bureau of Justice Assistance grant.  If awarded this grant the money would be used to purchase mobile radios, tazers, and combo shotgun mounts for the vehicles.  

National Institute of Corrections representatives will be doing a jail audit and will make suggestions on facility management and how the resources are utilized.  This agency is not a federal agency and can only make suggestions.  This is a free service.  If it is suggested that the jail be upgraded an architectural feasibility study will need to be completed and this study will cost money.

The Sheriff’ Department’s budget is looking good and there might be money to roll over into the next fiscal year. 

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.

Jed did a site inspection of the campsite at the Glen Bar.  There is a vault toilet on site, but the owner does not advertise the area as a campsite; he just lets friends use the area.  Jed is going to call the State to find out if the owner would be able to just get a limited services license.

Ann Simonsen has contacted Jed about the noncompliance letter that Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie sent her.  Jack is going to coordinate a meeting between Ann, Jed, and himself.

The Dillon Cub’s renewal lease and the Jaycee building and 4-H building lease are completed and will be submitted to the Commissioners later today.  There was discussion about the County not being able to insure the Search and Rescue building because it does not belong to the County.  Jed and one of the Commissioners will attend the Search and Rescue meeting on June 3, 2009.

 Jed is representing the County and the Wisdom Sewer District in the lawsuit with Williams Civil Division.  Jed should be able to continue to represent the County and the District in this matter so MACo will not need to take the case.

Jed has filed an eviction notice on the Blomquist property.  This property is in the name of Beaverhead County and it has been annexed to the City of Dillon.  There was discussion that the City wants to construct a road on this property so it intersects with Noble Lane.

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Rick explained that Ed Scott has applied for a River Conservation Development permit because he wants to build a garage on the 40 x 100 feet building site hear his existing house by the Big Hole River.  Since Jed was not the County Attorney at the time of Mr. Scott’s initial application, he will review the file and will then advise Rick on the matter.  

Rick informed the Commissioners that he, Joe Morstein, and Tom Waldorf walk the entire Laknar Lane Pedestrian Path.  Joe is willing to give the County more property for this project.  The present fence will have to be removed and a new fence constructed.  Joe would like to have a page wire fence with two strands of wire on top and also located in the middle a three -foot walk through gate. Joe will try to not have his sprinklers hit the path, but Joe wants language in the in the right-of-way easement with the County stating he will not get cited for watering the path.  Joe also wants hold harmless language in the agreement because if anyone gets hit and killed on his property he does not want to be held liable.  Jed will work on the right-of-way agreement.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break.

Compensation Board Meeting:

At 1:30 p.m. Chairman Rice convened the Compensation Board meeting.  Present were Commission Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley County Attorney Jed Fitch, Sheriff Jay Hansen, Clerk and Recorder Deb Scott. Arriving later in the meeting was Treasurer Kathy Allard.  Member absent:  John Schyler.  Others present:  Dillon Tribune Reporter Barb Bauerle, and Secretary Patti Odasz

Commissioner McGinley said that historically the County has given the employees the same COLA that the officials receive.  The County has always used the COLA based on the Clerk and Recorder’s salary and that everyone is then given the dollar amount.    This year MACo’s rate is 3.8.    Tedd stated that CPI numbers can be obtained from several different entities, but it is not known what items have been included or excluded in the calculation.  

Jed read 7-4-2503 as to what the Compensation Board must consider, i.e., county variations, including population, assessed valuation, etc.

It was mentioned that the employee health insurance premiums have been raised so that now the spouses and dependents can be added to the insurance for less money.  The County will no longer pay half of the spouses or dependents premium, but it will cost the employee the same amount as last year.

Jay and Jed both stressed that it is hard to keep deputies because of the low wages.  There have been numerous deputies whose training was paid for by the County and then they leave for higher paying jobs.  

Jed gave the background on how the County Attorney’s salary used to be paid.  The statute now reads that the State will pay 50 percent of 85 percent of the District Judge’s salary for the County Attorney’s salary.  At this time the County is paying less than 50 percent by a difference of $9,000. 

The statute also states that the Clerk and Recorder and the Treasurer may receive $2,000 more per year and that this money cannot be used for the purpose of calculating the compensation of the other officials. 

It was discussed that the only way the deputies can get a raise is for the Sheriff to get a raise.  Jay finds it difficult to increase his salary so that the deputies can get a salary increase.  The County giving all employees a dollar amount instead of a percentage hurts the deputies’ salaries.

Jay suggested that another meeting be held so that John Schyler and Tedd Stanisch could both attend.

Before the next meeting a CIP analysis and information comparing counties with similar mill levies and population to Beaverhead County will be obtained.

MOTION:
Jed moved that the meeting be adjourned until a meeting date can be set where John Schyler and Tedd Stanisch can both a Compensation Board meeting.  Deb seconded; and the motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Rice adjourned the Compensation Board meeting.

Randy Rorabaugh and Paul Rebich – Discussion Regarding Eliason Lane:

Chairman Rice reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  The following people joined the meeting:

[image: image1.wmf]
During the Subdivision hearing last week comments were made regarding Eliason Lane.  Paul wants all the people in the area to be part of the planning process of upgrading the road and to be aware of the timeframe of the upgrade.

Old Stage Road was abandoned and the bridge removed because there was a verbal commitment from the County that Eliason Lane would be upgraded, but over the years no upgrades have been done.  Old Stage was abandoned because it ran through the Rebich yard and near houses where children played. 

Without cost to the County, Paul offered to provide all the base gravel that is needed to upgrade Eliason Lane. He asked that perhaps the County could do a little reclamation of the pits when the project is completed.  There will be two sources of grave, which will be located near either end of the Lane.  There was discussion regarding the type of gravel.  Paul would allow a contractor to crush the gravel if and when necessary.  

There was discussion regarding the Electric Ditch located on the Westside of Eliason Lane.  The LaCense cattle are pastured and watered year around on the upper part of the Electric Ditch.  This practice has resulted in the silting in of the lower portion of the Ditch that runs through the Rebich and Son’s field but is in a right-of-way that is owned by LaCense.  In the winter this Ditch restricts the flows, ice builds, and then the roadway south of Keef’s residence floods.  When the right-of-way was changed, Keef’s built a berm on the low side of the ditch to help prevent flooding. It is a concern that when Eliason Lane is upgraded the floodwater would flow around the berm and flood the Keef property. 

The easements on the road need to be checked before work is started on the road. 

The level of the groundwater in the area was discussed. Last year from June through July the water came up to eight feet in the test holes. Paul is monitoring the holes once per week.  

The engineering for this project might be done through the month of July so the Commissioners will have an estimated cost.  The Commissioners will budget for this project in this next fiscal year and will keep the people update.  Paul will start the paperwork for the gravel pits and will keep the Commissioners informed.  

Other Topics for Discussion:

There was discussion about hiring a County Engineer.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the May 24- 30, 2009, invoices for a total of $51,947.82. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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