June 4, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on June 4, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the May 29, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the May 29, 2007 meeting be approved with corrections.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for May 27- June 2, 2007.


Dillon Area

· Sweetwater Road, Carter Creek Road, and Nissen Lane were watered and graded.

· Carter Creek Road (past O’Conners), Stone Creek Road, Old Stage Road, Eliason Lane, Blacktail Road, Lemhi Pass Road, Brenner Lane, Smith Road, Highway 324-Bannack Pass Road were bladed.

· The crew attended an insurance meeting.

· Dillon area roads were checked.

· Gravel was hauled to Nissen Lane, Carter Creek Road, and Sweetwater Road.

· Loaders were moved from Jackson to Lima and from Blacktail to Barretts. 

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· The South Valley Road and Big Sheep Creek Road were bladed.

· Big Sheep Road was rock raked.

· Installed a road-closed sign on Brundage Lane.

· Gravel was hauled to Brenner Lane.

· Area roads were checked.

· The crew attended an insurance meeting.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Big Swamp Creek Road, Miner Lake Road, and Skinner Meadows Road, were bladed.

· Area roads were checked.

· Trees were trimmed on the Scenic Byway.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
The Commissioners reviewed and signed a notice of intent for the Minor Lake Bridge across the Big Hole River.

A Schedule “A” Agreement between the Forest Service and the County was reviewed and signed.

Next week the road crews are going to start magchloriding Sweetwater Road and Stone Creek Road.  Work will start this week on the Hendricks Mill Road.

Bill Staudenmeyer would like permission to grade the Bannack Bench Road between the Staudenmeyer Ranch and where the road turns to the Tamke residence. If a contract is executed between the Staudenmeyers and the County, if the Staudenmeyers furnish the County with an insurance certificate listing the County as additional insured, if the Staudenmeyer sign a hold harmless agreement, and if the Staudenmeyer post signs during the grading of the road, the Commissioners would approve Bill’s request.   Phil Taylor wants to grade a section of Nissan Lane?    The Commissioners approved Phil’s request with the same stipulations.

Three of the road crew employees are attending weed certification class this week.

Now that the County has ownership of the Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway, the County will need to plow the Byway from Highway 278 to Highway 43.  Plowing usually starts in October.  A shed to house the equipment needs to be constructed.  Richard suggested constructing a shed by the sand shed at the Harrison Ranch.

The sidewalk project at the Weed shop needs to be completed.  The County will prep for the project and contract out the cement work.  

There was discussion about the Road Department needing to hire another person and about  the County owing $30,000 to $40,000 to Coleman Construction for the sand project.  Richard left the meeting.  


Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting.  County Attorney Marv McCann was at a Justice Court hearing.  The letter regarding the Sunny Slope sign and the letter to John Corman will be mailed this week.  The Forest Service sent another contract for the Native Plant Park, but it is the same contract as last time.  In the contract it lists the County as the owner of the park, but the Economic Development Corporation actually owns the park.  Commissioner McGinley will take the contract to the Corporation.  John Whittingham has started the planting.  Kurt left the meeting.


Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meting.  There was discussion about the mental health commitment process.  Deputy Heinecke is attending a meeting regarding the transportation for these committals.  Jay stated that his office would only transport for involuntary committals.


The Sheriff’s budget was discussed.  Jay will try to have his preliminary budget to the Commissioners by June 18 or 19.  


County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.  Marv will meet with the Bump’s attorney today to try to resolve the lawsuit.  Jay and Marv left the meeting.


The Commissioners were informed that Tedd Stanisich would accept a reappointment to the Compensation Board.

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Tedd Stanisich be reappointed to the Compensation Board. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

 
Public Library Director Marie Habener, Library Trustee John Warren, and KDBM reporter Lee Squires joined the meeting. Marie distributed copies of a  “Comparison of Libraries by Service Area Population” and Dillon Public Library Statistics Report.   Marie reviewed the Comparison handout with the Commissioners.  Thirty-nine percent of the borrowers in the Library are County residents and 55% are City residents.  Marie is going to develop a monthly statistic report for the Library Board, the City Council, and the County Commissioners.  The Commissioners asked that their report be quarterly.  Marie has established and is going to expand an outreach library program to the rural communities.  She did A “One Book Montana” program sponsored by Montana Community for the Humanities, at Jackson, but no one attended.  Marie has developed a four-unit library curriculum and gave it to the Jackson and Reichle Schools.  This curriculum is available to any school.


In October Marie would like to submit a Vista Volunteer application.  The volunteer would do the Library’s outreach program and would do some computer programming.  Marie asked if the County could contribute a total of $1,250/ $625 quarterly towards the Vista Volunteer.  Marie is also going to ask the City for the same amount.   The Commissioners will notify Marie at a later date whether or not they will approve her request.  Marie and John left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the May 27 – June 2, 2007 invoices for a total of $37,684.03. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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