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June 8, 2009, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, June 8, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Commissioner Mike McGinley was attending MACo Districts’ meetings.

Minutes:

The minutes of the June 1, 2009 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice   seconded that the minutes of the June 1, 2009 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Review of County Projects:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer and Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting.  Mike submitted a sample of pavement fabric for the Commissioners to look at.  It was discussed that this fabric might be used on 5,000 feet of the Sweetwater Road.  Mike has not done a cost estimate on this project yet.   This fabric is used to help to prevent cracks in pavement.  

Mike reported that John Peck at Melrose is irrigating and sprinkling Trapper Creek Road from his house to the bridge.  The Bloody Dick Road has been flooded, but Mike is not sure who has done the flooding.  Don White is extensively watering Munday Lane, Chute Canyon Road, and Reeder Lane.  Mostly hand lines or wheel lines are watering Laknar Lane and Sweetwater Road. There was discussion regarding the watering and sprinkling of County roads and about people filling in the barrow pits with garbage.  Ads have been published in the paper regarding both of these issues.

Don Reese would like to install a sign on Miner Lake Road.  Don was told that he could install one, but it needs to be 15 feet from the shoulder of the road and the bottom of the sign needs to be six feet high from the center of the road.  Jamie will call Don about this matter.

Duke Gilbert has requested that the County repair the sidewalk that runs along the side of the Weed shop.   The Commissioners have decided to have the walk removed, the area graveled, and the space used for parking.  The Road Crew will remove the walk and place millings in the area.

Mike will check on the flooding of Trapper Creek Road and will then update the Commissioners on this problem.

The County is getting a cattleguard from the BLM and it will be installed on the River Road in the Lima area.

Linda Loendorf wants a sign in Torrey Mountain Subdivision.  A letter will be written to Linda informing her that the Homeowners’ Association will need to pay for the sign.

The Road Report for May 31 – June 6, 2009 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Blacktail, Trapper Creek, Canyon Creek, Lima Dam, Argenta and Bannack Pass (Hwy 324).

· Bladed and watered on the following roads:  Frying Pan, White, and Lovers Leap.

· Attended a John Deere production school in Billings.

· Welding and fabrication of grader rollers at shop.

· Hauled gravel to the old Landfill (GP 101).

· Hand patched on Ten Mile Road.

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Melrose, and Grasshopper area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Gosman, Hansen, Fitter, Chute Canyon and Munday.

· Road checked Lima, Dell and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Bladed on the Upper North Fork Road.

· Moved equipment to Dillon.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  Jay submitted a letter from Krystal Ferguson requesting a leave of absence from August 24, 2009 through November 20, 2009.    Krystal will be student teaching in Helena during that time and will not have other employment.  Krystal will resume her full-time duties on November 21, 2009. She also stated that she would work open shifts on Saturdays and would work on Labor Day weekend.  

The Commissioners approved the request and will inform Krystal of this decision in writing.  Jay will also write a letter to Krystal.

At this time there are nine inmates in the jail with a possibility of a couple going to the Montana State Prison.  St. Patrick’s Hospital has submitted a bill for Haverfield’s initial treatment, but has never billed Haverfield’s insurance.  Jay has contacted the Hospital staff and informed them that the County will not pay the bill until the Haverfield’s insurance is billed.

The 2003 ¾ ton truck was sold at auction for $6,000.

Dan Mulkey talked to Don White about watering the roads in the Lima area, but Don was not doing it.  The owner of the old Brigg’s ranch is watering the County roads.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting and stated that he had nothing to report.

Drought Task Force:
The following people joined the meeting:
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Introductions were given and Chairman Rice turned the meeting over to Larry Laknar.

Bureau of Rec/East Bench Irrigation/Clark Canyon Water Users – Dennis Miotke

Clark Canyon Dam;

Storage:


May 31, 2009  – Elevation:
5,541.49
Storage: 151,196 Acre Feet


May 31, 2008 – Elevation:
5,535.04
Storage: 121,272 Acre Feet



Difference
   +29,924  Acre Feet


Present Elevation: 5,542.36 feet             Present Storage:  155,479 Acre Feet







93% of Average


INFLOWS


May 2009:
19,467 Acre Feet
317CFS/day  - 66% of average



May 2008:
  11,121 Acre Feet

181 CFS/day - 38% of average


Inflows:  (Last five days Average):  877 cfs/day     176% of average


Releases:


May 2009:
15,666 Acre Feet
 Gain in storage: 3,801 Acre Feet


May 2008      13,657 Acre Feet
 Gain in Storage: 2,536Acre Feet


Present releases:  283 cfs


Lima Dam

May 31, 2009
 Elevation:  6,579 Feet





 Storage:  66,951 Acre Feet – 101% of Avg. 

                                             Releases:    543 cfs

This is the most storage in the Dam since April 29, 2998. At this time Grasshopper Creek is running 450 cfs and the Blacktail Deer Creek is running a lot of water.

Forest Service – Reyer Rene
All the seasonal personnel have been hired for the fire season and are in training this week.  The project work in the Grasshopper Valley has been completed.

National Weather Service – Gina Loss:

Gina gave a power point presentation on the following:

Percent of Normal Precipitation – May 2009 – below normal; Departure from Average Temperatures for May – near to above normal; Percent of Normal Precipitation – Water Year 2009 – mostly near normal; Percent of Normal precipitation Crop Year – 2009, below normal; Percent of Normal Precipitation June1-6, above normal; Dillon Accumulated Precipitation By Water Year; Precipitation Totals – Average Precipitation; Percent of April 1 Average Snowpack – Jefferson River Basin; Percent of April 1 Snowpack – Madison River Basin; Clark Canyon Reservoir; Clark Canyon Reservoir Trends; NRCA Surface Water Supply Index – June 1 near average to moderately wet; USGS Gauge Readings - Monday; Montana Drought Status Map – May; National Drought Monitor Issued June 2; 10 Hour Fuels Moisture Greater than 25 Percent; 1000 Hour Fuels Greater than 20 Percent; Observed Fire Danger Class; 8 to 14 day Outlook – 500 MB Heights and anomalies; 8 to 14 Day Outlook Temperature and Precipitation; June Outlook issued May 31; July – September Outlook Issued May 31; and Big Hole River At Melrose.

The next State Drought Task Force meeting is Thursday, June 18, 2009.

Extension Service – J.P. Tanner

The field soil moisture is over three feet.

Drought Report – Larry Laknar

The Big Hole River peaked on June 1.  

There was an exercise with the Bureau of Reclamation.  The scenario was a 7.0 earthquake with imminent dam failure.  This was an eye opening exercise.

The NCRS Streamflow Forecasts were reviewed and varied from near average to below average.

Next Meeting

July 13, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room of the Courthouse.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 11:25 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  
Opening and Action on Wheel Loader Bids:

Michael Musial from RDO Equipment and Dave Kautsky from Tractor & Equipment Co. joined the meeting.

Three companies submitted bids and they are as follows: 

	COMPANY
	LOADER TYPE
	HOURS
	BUY BACK
	PURCHASE PRICE

	Western States - Bid #1
	Used 2006 CAT 950H 
	1,697
	3rd year - $85,000
	$145,653

	
	
	
	4th year - $80,000
	

	
	
	
	5th year - $65,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Western States - Bid #2
	Used 2005 CAT 950G-II
	2,664
	3rd year -   $75,000
	$129,500

	
	
	
	4th year - $65,000
	

	
	
	
	5th year - $55,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Tractor and Equipment
	Used 2007 CAT 950H
	1479.1
	None
	$158,460

	
	
	
	(Extended Warranty)
	$166,580

	
	
	
	
	

	RDO Equipment
	Used 2008 John Deere 644K
	500
	None
	$184,500

	
	
	
	With Buy Back
	$175,000

	
	
	
	3rd year - $126,500
	

	
	
	
	4th year - $121,500
	

	
	
	
	5th year - $116,500
	


MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the bids be taken under advisement until next week so that input can be obtained from the Road Mechanic and the Road Supervisor.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Action on employee Policy Manual Amendments:

The Commissioners reviewed the following proposed amendments to the Manual:

12.2
Vacation leave credits are earned at a monthly rate calculated according to the following schedules applying to the total years of employment with the County. For calculating vacation-leave credits for a full-time employee, 2080 hours (52 weeks x 40 hours) shall equal one year.

	
	Vacation Days
	Vacation Days

	
	Accrued Per
	Accrued Per

	Years of Employment
	Year
	Month

	1 day through 10 completed years
	15
	1.25

	After start of 11 years to 15 completed years
	18
	1.50

	After start of 16 years to 20 completed years
	21
	1.75

	After 20 completed years
	    35 24
	2.00

	
	
	


17.0 MEDICAL INSURANCE BENEFITS

17.4 Health insurance coverage will be effective the first day of the month following the date 30 days of employment.  Insurance applications need to be submitted to the Financial Administrator within the first week of employment.

The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the proposed amendments to the Employee Policy Manual be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Bannack Association Representative John Phillips – Support Letter for Bannack State Park Picnic Shelter:

Bannack Association Representative John Phillips joined the meeting.  John asked if the Commissioners would support the Association’s TIIP Grant Application again this year.  This grant money would be used to construct a picnic shelter at the Bannack State Park.  Two years ago the Association’s application was 25th out of 56 and last year its application was 11th.  The Commissioners approved John’s request for a letter of support.  The letter was written, signed, and given to John at the meeting.

 Discussion and Action on Grazing Lease Agreement for Landfill Property:

Chris and Bob McNeill, and County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting.  The proposed lease was discussed.  Jed reviewed the lease.  Chris and Bob asked if the date could be changed to today’s date and if another attachment to the lease could be written that would state the south pasture would be used one-half of the time and the north pasture would be used one-half of the time of the remaining 2009 grazing season.  The changes where made the lease.
MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Chairman Rice seconded that the Grazing Lease Agreement between the County and the McNeill’s for the landfill property be approved with the attachments and the date change. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

The lease was printed and signed by the Chris and Bob and the County.

Old Business / Other Topics for Discussion;

Mayor Marty Malesich and City Attorney Duke Gilbert, and County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting. The City of Dillon has a grant opportunity through Department of Environmental Quality – Energy Division to construct a pedestrian path from Noble Street to connect with the pedestrian path at Laknar Lane and intersect the Highway 41 path.  The Commissioners reviewed a 1993 set of plans for this project.  Duke has talked to members of the Golf Course about this matter.  The members of the Golf Course will write a letter of support if the Club does not lose anymore ground.  The Rotary Club is going to donate $2,000 towards the project and the City of Dillon will donate a little money towards the project.   Duke asked the Commissioners to provide a letter of support for this project and he also asked the County for an easement.  Davis, Erb, and Womack will give and easement for the path behind the Safeway Store. 

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  The WWC Engineering’s and Anderson Engineering’s consultant agreements for the Laknar Lane Bike path were sent to Helena last week.  The CTEP Division requested Anderson Engineering to make three changes to its contract.  The three changes are:

1. The 10% surcharge on all subcontract work must be removed or at a minimum reflected in the invoicing since it is not reimbursable.

2. The lump sum amount cannot include more than 15% profit.

3. A breakout of the $9,005 is needed. How much for pre-award services and how much for post-award services?

The Commissioners signed and dated the agreement from WWC Engineering.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the May 31 – June 6, 2009 invoices for a total of $44,800.84. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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